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Though the Medal (to which great Juſtice bas been done by the EnGravinc) ſuffi» 
ciently announces itſelf, yet, it has been thought poſſible, that its Connection with the 


Subject of this Work might, to ſome Readers, be not immediately apparent; Mr. 


HoLTzEY's Account of its Deſign is here, therefore, tranſlated (with ſome Abrige- 
ment) and annexed. 75 | | 
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EXPLANATION or TRE MEDAL, 


STRUCK to contribute towards eternizing thoſe Diſpoſitions, no leſs enlight- 
ened than benevolent, which his IM TERIAL MaAJjxsTY is making through 
the Extent of his vaſt Dominions, to prevent all Tyranny over Conſcience, 
and to ſuppreſs ſuch of the ConvenTs, MonAsTERIEs, and RELICIOus 
Hoss as are uſeleſs to the Church, and to the State. 


ON the Front is the Effigies, without any Embelliſhment, with the Legend, 


„ JOSEPH II, BY THE GRACE, ETC, EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS, 
ASSERTOR OF TRUE PIETY,” | 
On the Reverſe his ImyzzIar MajzsTyY is repreſented as a faithful Shepherd 
(that Symbol of good Princes ſo cheriſhed by the Antients*), on his Knees, before 
The Almighty ; and by an Altar, on which are Words of this Senſe---. 
N $UPPORT OF FREEDOM," 
On the Altar are the TABLES of the Law; and, over thoſe, the Gosp ETL, as 
the ſ le Rules of the Faith and Life of Man: the celeſtial Sun darts his Rays upon 
theſe; from whence a Splendor is reflected on the Breaſt of the Emyzros, which 
ke preſents to their Influence; while he lifts his other Hand and Eyes to Heaven 


expreſſive of what is paſſing in his generous Mind, The Whole is beſt illuſtrated 
by the Legend | 
„ TRUTH BELOVED ABOVE ALL THINGS." 


On the Excrgue is the Year, 1782, in which Events ſo important to Religion, 
took place, in the extenſive States ſubject to the Sceptre of the Eur ERROR; to the 
Aſtoniſhment, and with the Applauſe, of the better Part of Europe. 


Joux GEORGE HoLTzEY, Medalliſt, AMSTERDAM, Member of the Society 
of Sciences at HARLEM. | 
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As the Tranſlator has given only bis Initials, be thinks it adviſable to ſatisfy thoſe 
egvbo have not ſeen the original. H1sToRI1A SUCCINCTA HosPITALI1S S. ELISA- 
ETH, that it evas publiſhed this Year, in Lox Dbox, and is to be had of Mr. 
CaDELL, er of Mr. ELMSLEY, both Bookſellers in the STRAND. To that Work 
he refers as his Voucher for the Account, and for the Diplomas in the Appendix : for 
the Notes, the Reſponſibility chiefly falls on himſelf. The Impreſſion of the Original 
was a ſmall one; and ſeveral of them are in the Hands of foreign Perſonages, or of the 
Lowers of Antiquity in our own Country. | 
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: \ 
* And rightly : as it includes the Image of the true Principles of Government 


ſweetly and elegantly repreſented, under the ſame Idea, by Gregory Nazanzien, 


Ono prey In, Baxingzz* Ta TAG: In cup. Little by the Red of Compulſion 3 
much by the perſuaſive Voice of Benignity, C. L., ; NY | 
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ANN EX 


TO THE IMPERIAL MONASTERY OF sT. MAXIMIN, OF THE 


BENEDICTINES, IN THE ELECTORATE OF TREVES. 


TRANSLATED FROM: THE LATIN. 


WITH NOTES, AND MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 


7 Paudere res alta terra et caligine mersas. 
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Tux following CoxxEcTIORS the Reader is requeſted to make. 


P. vi. J. 4, (note) for ſuſceptibility, r. ſenſibility. 


P. xi. J. 4, (note) for idem, r. eadem. 

P. Iii. J. 3, (note) for n. 1. To its e. | 
P. 2, J. 10, (note) for preceding, r. ſucceeding. 
P. 5, J. 7, (note) for awakened, r. awoke. 
P. 14, I. 6, before « forty,” e 


P. 73, J. 21, after Hereſy,” for 629 r. (3). 


AND now, after theſe Corrigenda, there is an Addendum to be preſented ; 
It is this--- 


«I nave ſomewhere read or heard the frank confeſſion of a BenediFine Ab- 
bot. My Yow of Poverty has given me an hundred thouſand crowns a year; my 
Vow of Obedience has raiſed me to the rank of a ſovereign prince. forget the 
conſequences of his Vow of Chaſtity.**, G1zBoN's Decline and Fall of the Ro- 


man Empire, Vol. III. p. 521, 4to edit. note. 


Ir theſe pages ſhould ſuggeſt the belief, that other Benedictine Abbots might, 
without doing themſelves injuſtice, make a ſimilar conſeſſion; may it be recol- 
lected, at the ſame time, as a truth in which every one, Whecher PROTESTANT 
or Par Is 1, may feel himſelf concerned; if not perſonally, yet aſſuredly for the 
Community; - That, whenever Vows, TESTS, and Ax TIC UEs are multiplicd, 
Inſincerity, Infidelity, Blindneſs, and Deluſion will multiply their conqueſts in 
proportion. Whether the Ac EN DA, preſcribed by the impoſitions of human 
Power, exerted ou? of its Province, exceed the limits of human Strength, Right, 
and ſocial Duty; or the EDEN DA are forced on the diſclaiming mind, in 
contradiction to the Underſtanding, the Freedom of Judgment, and the ſacred 
Claims of Conſcience, the effect will be fimilar in either ſpecies of Uſur- 
pation; while human Nature, its Obligations, and its Infirmities continue 

the ſame. C. IL. | 
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REFERENCES OMITTED, 


For the Account of the Engliſh Monaſteries, in p. viii. &c. fee the /aft and 
greatly improved Edition of that valuable work, ChamBErs' CY Lor zDIA. 


Tux Verſes in p. 110, are part, I am informed, of an Epiſtle, lately publiſhed, 
from ABELARD to EL ofsa. 


For further particulars relative to the Cycle of Indifion, p. 62, the Reader, 
curious in theſe ſubjects, is referred to the CycLoy zDia. 


MzNT1on of the recent Order reſpecting the Athanaſian Creed, is prefixed to 
a Tract, publiſhed by Jobnſon, entitled“ Tux Doc TRIX E or THE UNITY or 
GOD.” e 


Tnouo the Names annexed to the Treaty between the URN IT EY STATES of 
AMERICA and PRuss 1A are ſure to live in Hiſtory, and the mention of them in 
this Work cannot add to their renown, yet, as the parties ſigning are annexed to 
the other inſtruments, whoſe authority is vouched in theſe pages, let the occaſion 


be here taken of noticing, that the Plenipotentiaries whoſe ſignatures are affixed 


to that glorious Act are, on the part of Pxvuss1a, 


F. G. ps THULEMEIR, à / Hacvr, le 10 Sept, 1785. 


On the part of the UniTzD STATES, 


Tuo. JerFERSON, PARIS, July 28, 1785. 
B. FRANKLIN, Pass v, July 9, 1785. 
Jonx Ap Aus, Lox box, Aug. 5, 1785. 


K 


TRANS LATION, 


QEVERAL motives have induced me to offer 
this Tranſlation to the Public.--- 


IT is intereſting as a Point of Antiquity.--- It 
will probably ſoon appear, that the ſubject of it 
is an important part of the meditated Reform in 
the German Empire: a Reform, which, if con- 
ducted with equity and temper, muſt be greatly 
beneficial. - To the antient State of our own 
Country, in which there were many ſimilar Eſtab- 


a liſhments, 


[8 1 


i. ments, it has an obvious relation. And at 4 


time when the numerous chants endowments 


of various kinds, have been thought to demand 1 
74 


the interference of the Legiſlature, by a recent Act 
to prevent their being with-held or miſapplied, 
the diſcovery of abuſes by which the deſign of ele- 
emoſinary Foundations has been fruſtrated abroad, 
may farther excite our Vigilance in checking fimi- 
lar miſchiefs at home; whether already exiſtent, or 


that may ariſe in future. 


Ir may be neither uſeleſs nor unpleaſing to give 
ſome ſtatement of the Origin of MoxASTERIES 


and HosPETALS; and of the principal circum- 


ſtances of their hiſtory ; generally in other Coun- 


tries, and more particularly in this, 
2 


A MoNASTERY is an houſe for the reception 
of religious perſons: whether it be an Abbey, 


Priory, or Numnnery.,--- 


140 Ir is derived of a Greek Word expreſſive of 
| | _—_— i 5 - | . 

[| ſeolitude: whether abſolute and in the ſtricteſt 
1 d ſenſe 
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| ſenſe, as of Simeon Stylites*, and tome other me- 


lancholy enthuſiaſts ; or, at leaſt, by a ſeparation 


from lay ſociety, and a devoting of either {ex to 


celibacy. 


a 11 IT 


* Of this Simeon I give the account <vhich the pols ed engaging 


Ayle of the Hiſtorian of the Roman Zmpire /rSplios 


Aus theſe heroes of the monaſtie life, the name and genius 
of Simeon Stylites have been immortalized, by the ſingular invention 
of an atrial penance. 

„Arx the age of thirteen the young Syrian deſerted the profeſſion 
of a ſhepherd, and threw himſelf into an auſtere Monafery, After 
a long and painful noviciate, in which $720 was Neal ſaved 
from pious ſuicide, he eſtabliſhed his reſidence on a mountain, 
about thirty or forty miles to the eaſt of Autioch. Within the ſpace 
of a Mandra, or circle of ſtones, to which he had attached himſelf 
by a ponderous chain, he aſcended a column, which was ſucceſ- 
ſively raiſed from the height of nine to that of fixty feet from the 
ground. In this laſt and lofty ſtation the Syrian Anchoret reſiſted 
the heat of thirty ſummers, and the cold of as many winters. Habit 
and exercile inſtructed him to maintain his dangerous fituation with- 
out fear or giddineſs ; and ſucceſſively to aſſume the different poſ- 
tures of devotion. He ſometimes prayed in an erect attitude, with 
his out-ſtretched arms, in the figure of a croſs : but his moſt fami- 
liar practice was, that of bending his meagre ſkeleton from the 
forehead to the feet: and a curious ſpectator, after numbering 
twelve hundred and forty- four repetitions, at length deſiſted from 
the endleſs account, The progreſs of an ulcer in his thigh might 


ſhorten, 


1 


* IT aroſe in Egypt about the 300: and was 
inſtituted in a manner which yet continues in that 
Country. But in 350 it was brought to Rome by 
Athanaſius: and in that city was entertained by 
few followers ; and with little applauſe, until 500; 
when St. Equitius and St. Benedict gave it a form 
of ſtability, and diffuſed it. Vet, the inſtitution 
of St. Eguitius was of ſmall extent and duration; 
while that of St. Benedict enlarged itſelf through 
all Zraly, and paſſed beyond the Mountains. At 
waich period the Monks, and for long time after, 
were not Clerical but Secular: and in the Mo- 


NASTERIES 


ſhorten, but it could not diſturb this cele//zal life; and the patient 
Hermit expired without deſcending from his column 
„Puls voluntary martyrdom mult have gradually deſtroyed the 
ſuſceptibility both of the mind and body: nor can it be preſumed, 
that the Fanatics who torment themſelves, are ſuſceptible of any- 
lively affection for the reſt of mankind.” Pol. III. ch. xxxwit. 
This aft remark ſuggeſts an affefting confederation. — The inſanity of 
theſe unhappy Fauatics is, deubtleſs, an object of pity, mixed with bor- 
ror: but not in the leaft of ridicule; nor of contempt. We may ſmile at 
unſufering folly, and deſpiſe vicious proſperity ;— but, ſuch a mixture 
of extreme corporal penance, and privation of reaſon, originating, too, 
afparently, in good meaning, is an object of true commiſeration. 


* Vide Paolo di Sarpi delle la Materie Beneſiciarie, 
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' NASTERIES Which they had without the cities, 


lived, of their own labour, by AGRICUL TURE and 
other works; and alſo of oblations, made to them 
by the faithful. But in cities they lived by their 
ſeveral occupations, and by ſuch appointments as 
were allotted to them by the Church, at the public 
expence. The former, or rural Monks, retained 
much longer the antient diſcipline ;--- but of the 
the latter, thoſe who became the clerical, by di- 
viding to their ſeparate emolument the goods of 
the Church, loſt, proportionably, of the eſtimation 
of the People : : whence it came that few gave or 
bequeathed any thing confiderable to them ; and 
thus would have ceaſed the augmentation of the 
acqueſts of the Church. But the Monks conti- 


nuing to live in common, and to perform acts of 


piety and benevolence, were the cauſe that the 


public liberality, not becoming extinct, and only 
changing its direction, was exerted towards them; 


which was greatly inſtrumental to the encreaſe 


of eccleſiaſtical wealth : and progreſſively, their 


poſſeſſions exceedingly were enlarged by grants 
and bequeſts, to the maintenance of a great num- 
ber 


ber of Monks: and to hoſpitality education, and 


other pious works. 


Tun Abbot Trithemius relates that the Mo- 
NASTERIES of the BENEDICTINES were fifteen 
thouſand in number ; excluſive of the Priories and 
other ſmaller Convents. 


IN England and Wales were religious Houſes of 


the Monaſtic Diſcipline, under the various names 
of Abbies, Priories, Commandries, Frieries, Her- 
mitages, and other ſimilar appellations. At the 
Reformation were ſuppreſſed, by ſucceſſive Acts, 
nearly three thouſand, two hundred of theſe Houſes; 
particularly enumerated and valued (of which the 
abſtract may be ſeen at the bottom of this page); 


not 


Small MoNASTERIES, (valued) © « « +» « 0-0. 374 
OT. > oe nts. ans 6, 0 >8 186 
Belonging to the Hoſpitalers VVV 
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not including the Priars Houſes, and thoſe ſup- 
preſſed by Yolſey : nor a conſiderable number, pro- 
bably, of ſmall religious Houſes, 


Tux total of the clear yearly Revenue will be 
ſeen beneath: and it is remarked, that if allowance 
be made for the leſs MoNnASTERIES; and Houſes | 
not included in the eſtimate ; and for plate, &c. 
which fell into the King's hands on the diſſolu- 
tion; and for the value of money at that time, at 
leaſt, ſix times greater than at preſent ; and far- 
ther, that the lands were ſuppoſed to have becn 
eſtimated much below their then real worth; their 
whole Revenues muſt be concluded to have been 


immenſe. 


Of the greater MOoNASTERIES « . 104, 919 13 32 
Of the walued;ſmaller” ' .. -. © 29% 1101 
Knights Hoſpitalers head Houſe in London. 2,385 12 8 
Twenty-eight of their Houſes in the Country « 3,020 9 5 
Frvars eafued Hauſer... ooo 4+ % 20S 


L. 104,784 19 3+ 


11 


No computation appears to have been made of 
the number of perſons contained in the diſſolved 
Houſes. A general idea that has been given of 
their probable number, may be ſeen in the note at 
the bottom of this page. 


Bur as there were, probably, more than one 


perſon to officiate in ſeveral of the free Chapels, 
and there were other Houſes not included in this 
calculation, the general eſtimate may amount to 
fifty thouſand. 


THERE was in the conduct of this great and 
ſudden Revolution, ſo much of inevitable lenity, 
for little ſeems to have been def gned, that with re- 
gard to almoſt all of the greater MoNASTERIES 
penſions were paid, and the King did not im- 

mediately 


In the leſſer MoxasTERtEs CPC 

T ⅛ͤͤP» ets Z 200000 
In the Colleges and Hoſpitals . . „ $4347 
In the Chaniries and Free Chapels . . « « + 


N 47,721 
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a © mediately come into the full enjoyment of their 


* Revenues. 


8 3 *. EG: Bo WEN . 4 5 
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HowzveR, by what he did receive, he founded 
a Biſhopricks ; -=Weſtmin ger (which was chan- 
. ged by Elizabeth into a Deanery, with twelve 
i Prebends; and a School), Peterborough, Cheſter, 
| Ghucefter, Briſtol, and Oxford. In eight other 
| Sees he founded Deanries and Chapters by con- 
? verting the Priors and Monks into Deans and 
g Prebendaries*-- Canterbury, Wincheſter, Durham, 
? Worceſter, Rocheſter, Norwich, Ely, and Carliſle. 
He founded alſo the Colleges of Chri/t-Chiurch, in 
Oxford, and Trinity, in Cambridge; and finiſhed 
the magnificent Foundation of Henry VI. in that 
- Univerſity, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Kng's 
| College. In both he eſtabliſhed Profeſſorſh ps in 
Tr "= Divinity 


* Some may think this tranſition was peculiarly eaſy ; and the meta- 
morphoſe, if it may be called any, conducted with Ovidian felicity : and 
may fay— 

{++ Nunc ſomni, Bacchique idem, Feneriſque remanſit, 
Et faſtüs cura; atque amor inconſumptus habendi.” 


E 

Divinity, Low, Phvſic, the Hebrew and Greek lan- 
£4a7cs. To the city of London he gave the Houſe 
of Grey Friars, and the Hojpital of St. Bar- 


tholemew: and to the poor Knights of Winder 


a perpetual penſion“: and laid out large ſums 


in building and fortifying many Ports in the 


Channel. 


Tur diſſolution of MoNASTERIES, or Houſes 
of religious and cleemoſinary eſtabliſhment, ap- 
pears to have commenced in this Iſland, as early 
as the year 1312, when the Templars were ſup- 


preſſed; and in 1323, their Lands, Churches, 


 Advowlſons, and Liberties, here in England, were 


transferred to the Prior and Brethren of the H 


pital of St. John, at Jeruſalem. In 1390, 1437, 


1441, 1459, 1497, 1505, 1508, 1515, ſeveral 
other Houſes were diſſolved; and their Revenues 


ſettled 


* Which of late years ſeems to have been given to thoſe who are neither 
Knights zor Poor; nor in any reſpect fall within the deſign of the in- 
Hitution, in itſelf coeval to that of the Garter, 
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Kaulled on different Colleges, in Oxford and Cain 
; bridge. Soon after the laſt period, Cardinal //0/- 
1 7% by licence from the King and Pope, obtained 
I a diſſolution of above thirt y religious Houſes, ior 
AT founding and endowing of his Colleges at Oxford 
and Tpfoich. About the ſame time a Bull was 
granted by the Pope to Cardinal //” x, to ſuppreſs 
MoNASTERIES where there were not above ſix 
Monks, to the value of eight thouſand ducats a 
year, for endowing Vinaſoan; and King's College 


in Cambridge: and two other Bulls were granted 
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to the Cardinals Yo//cy and Campoius where there 
were leſs than twelve Monks; and to annex them 
to GREATER MONASTERIES: and another Bull 
to the ſame Cardinals, to enquire concerning Ab6zes 
to be ſuppreſſed in order to become Cathedrals. 
On theſe particular Commiſſions nothing ſeems 
5 to have been done. The motives aſcribed to Wol- 
. fey, and in part, perhaps, with truth, and to ſeveral 


= other co-operators in this deſign, are, the deſire 


mer, particularly, the view of advancing the Re- 


b of promoting Learning: and, i in Archbiſhop Cran- 
1 


formation. With relation to the more immediate, 
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. — ATI = 


vr Ire) Ct WO AA PF 
— ES PE FL wt "EI —ᷓ¶ A 


———— — 5 — — — — —. 
— —— oc 


** 


_ 


. 


3 ů * —— — — 


ww 


a * 
* 


Am 


or, at leaſt, more avowed inducements, they were 
the looſe and vicious lives of the religious; the 
employment of their Revenues not according to 
the intent of the donors ; and their many cheats 
in images, counterſeit relics, and feigned mira- 
cles, which had brought them into ſome degree 
even of popular contempt. A part of them, and 
eſpecially the C&/ervants, had oppoſed the divorce 
from Catharine of Arragon, for which King Henry 
was ſo impaticntly anxious, under the irreſiſtible 
influence of his con/cicntious paſſions. And their 
ſpirit, as an excluſive ſociety connected with a 
foreign juriſdiction, and armed with ſome conſi- 
derable portion of direct political power (for ſeveral 
of the Abbots were Lords of Parliament), and 
ſupported by a yet more dangerous inſtrument of 
authority---their abuſed influence, this excluſive 
ſpirit, thus aided, was juſtly eſteemed injurious 


to the independence of the civil authority. 


Tus parade, formalities, and pageantry of theſe 
P aces, where Wealth and Art laboured to adorn 


the throne of luxurious Indolence, and to adden- 
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ticing ſplendor to the ſhrine of Superſtition, natu- 
rally, contributed to affiſt the ſubſtitution of ſhow 
to reality : which has ever been the method of 


promoting and preſerving, when obtained, the 


aſcendence of the :omnally religious over the en- 


flaved multitude#. A paſſage from that heroic 


Author, whoſe poetic palm, ſplendid and immor- 


tal as it muſt be, is, in true eſtimation, of inferior 


5 glory to his civic wreath, marks (as quoted in 


N eee A TY 5 A FF TRE CES EE EE 2 5 
* e 9 ö — GGW N 5 £ 
' . a ry L 


% # 
3 
* 8 ä 
Ke] 
3 
5 
25985 
8 
1 
5 
#5. 
: 
= 
4 

& 


the note) the natural influence of prejudices thus 


eſtab- 


* e Aypd if the love of God, as a fire ſent from Heaven, to be 
ever kept alive upon the altar of our hearts, be the firſt principle 
of all godly and virtuous actions in men, this pious and juſt honor- 


ing of ourſelves, is the ſecond ; and may be thought as the fountain- 


head, whence every laudable and worthy enterprize iſſues forth. . . . 


Something, I confeſs, it 1s, to be aſhamed of evil-doing in the 


preſence of any : and to reverence the opinion and the countenance 


of a good man, rather than a bad, fearing moſi in his fight to 
offend, goes ſo far as almoſt to be virtuous. Yet, this is but full 


the tear of infamy: and many ſuch, when they find themſelves 


alone, ſaving their reputation, will compound with other ſeruples, 


and come to a cloſe treaty with their dearer vices in ſecret. But 


he that holds himſelf in reverence and due eſteem, — both for the 
dignity of God's Image upon him, and for the price of his Redemp- 
tion—accounts himſelf a fit perſon to do the noble and godlieſt 


deeds ; and much better worth, than to deject and defile with ſuch 


debaſe- 
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eſtabliſhed, in language the moſt. forcible and 
awakening. Yet with all theſe many and weighty 
5 1 charges 


— — 


debaſement, and ſuch pollution as ſin is, himſelf ſo highly ranſom- 
ed, and enobled to a new friendſhip and filial relation with God. 


Nor can he fear ſo much the offence and reproach of others, as he 


dreads, and would bluſh at the reflection of his own ſevere and 
modeſt eye upon himſelf; if it mould ſee him doing, or imagining 
that which is ſinful, though in the deepeſt fecreſy. How ſhall a 


man know ts do himſelf this right ; how to perform this honorable 


duty of eſtimation and reſpect towards his own ſoul and body? No 
better way, doubtleſs, than to let him underſtand, that as he is 
called by the high calling of God to be holy and pure, fo he is, by 


the fame appointment, ordained, and by the Churches call admit- 


ted, to ſuch offices of diſcipline in the Church, to which his own 
ſpiritual gifts, by the example of apoſtolic inſtitution, have autho- 
rized him. For we have learnt, that the ſcornful term of Laie; the 
conſecrating of temples, carpets, and table-cloths ; the railing in 
of a repugnant and contradictive Mount Sinai in the Goſpel ;—as 
if the touch of a lay Chriſtian, who is never the leſs God's living 
temple, could profane dead Judaiſiu the excluſion of Chri/?*s 


People from the offices of an holy diſcipline, through the pride of 


an uſurping Clergy, cauſes the reſt to have an unworthy and 
abject opinion of themſelves ; to approach to holy duties with a 
Laviſh fear, and to unholy doings with a familiar boldneſs. For, 


Feing ſuch a wide and terrible diſtance between religious things and 


themſelves; and, that in reſpect of a wooden table, and the peri- 
meter of holy ground about it, a flagon pot, and a linen corporal, 


the Prieſt efteems their Lay-ſhips unhallowed and unclean, they fear 


Religion with ſuch a fear as loves not; and think the: purity of the 
Goſpel too pure for them; and that any uncleaneſs is more ſuitable 


to their unconſecrated eſtate.” MiLToN's RE ASON OF Cuvgca- 
SovERNMEN T, B. II. ch. ili. 5 
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charge of luxury, ſuperſtition, hypocriſy, ava- 


3 rice, and a depraved ſecular ambition, render- 


. ing them, from their degenerate ſtate of uſe- 


? leſſneſs, poſitively formidable, and pernicious to 
. the Community; with all theſe ſubjects of crimi- 
3 nation, the chief of which, it may well be feared, 

WP they would not, in general, have been able to 
anſwer, at the time of our Eng/z/þ Reformation, 
before Judges much more calm and diſintereſted 
than thoſe, in the hands of whom they were at that 


crifis, it will yet be owned, the ſervice of thoſe 
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eſtabliſhments, erroneous and defeCtive as they 


were, was not, in a remoter period, inconſiderable 


KEDS, FNC 3 


in extent, nor of periſhable duration. When there 
Was little trade, little agriculture,---when the 
rapacious Clergy were too great in worldly mag- 
nificence and power, to ſpare much of their Re- 
venues to the pious duty of benevolence, the retired 
> Inhabitants of theſe Cells, fed the poor ;=--ſhel- 


tered the benighted traveller in his devious wan- 
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derings, through a then ill connected Country ;--- 
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protected, ſometimes, it may be, Guilt, and it muſt 
often have been, Innocence, from the vindictive 
Baron 


. 
Baron, and from the iron ſceptre; - perpetuateed 


the hiſtoric memory of our anceſtors ;- -revolved the 
and tranſcribed, before their ſolitary lamp, thoſe 


claſſic pages, whence language, the manners, 


1 ſcience, virtue, human ſociety, in its progreſſive 


| forms, was to derive ſuch diverſified advantages ;--= _ WM 

| and preſerved here, and in other parts of Europe, La 

0 the Scripture in its original languages. Nor ought = I 
| we to be ſilent on the evidences of our antient * 
1" Conſtitution, which we deduce often from re- 7 
Ul | cords, indebted to monaſtic hands for their tranſ= p 
miſſion to us*. * 
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* The various uſes to which MoNASTERIES were ſubſervient in 
the more uncultivated flate of Society in this Maud, are well repreſents 
ed in à late publication on The Hiſtory of landed and commercial 
Property in ENGLAND.“ I copy the ſubjoined Extradt of that work, 

from the Monthly Review of July laſt. en 
| + TT will be needleſs to enquire in what manner the Monaftics, 
or religious Houſes, managed their eſtates : as, in this reſpect, it 
may be juſtly preſumed, they would follow the example of the 
nobility. They had their Ceorls*, Bordars+, and Serfs t, which 

| they 


\ 


| | 15 
* Farmers. Cottagers or Labourers. I Villeins or Slaves. 


[ ix ] 
; THE aid furniſhed to the Poor, the Sick, and 


the Infirm (and in the ſtate of learning and medi- 


4 C Cine 


they found upon the lands they purchaſed, or on the eſtates beſtow- 
ed on them by the Kings, or other bene factors; and they treated 
them nearly in the ſame manner. Sometimes they were ſo humane 
*a; to give freedom to ſome of their Slaves, or conſider them as petty 
®tenants, like the Bordars : and they might ſo far conform to the 
Laws enacted in their behalf, as to exempt them from ſale into 
4 foreign countries. The corn ariſing from the farms which they 
5 poſſeſſed in the neighbourhood of their Mo x As TERIES, was lodged 
in their granaries: and upon their eſtates, at a diſtance, they built 
| bouſes and granges, which ſerved them as a kind of inns in their 
journeys; or maintained ſome of the Fraternity, who, occaſionally, 
* reſorted thither to hold their courts; or for the ſake of health and 
7 diverſion «+ 
% Tar building of MoxasTERIEs ſeems to have been prior to 
| the diviſion of the Country into Pariſhes: and, in ſome meaſure, to 
have anſwered the fame ends. Monaſtic Inſtitutions are generally 
. J (10p0k to have been the product of perſecution, and of the gloomy 
= temper ſo natural to the natives of Egypt; where they took their 
5 riſe, or, were held in the greateſt eſtimation. They imperceptibly 
made their way through the greateſt part of Europe; and gained 
voluntary proſelytes where their progreſs was not aided by the fame 
cauſes. The violence and barbarity of manners, ſo common in the 
weſtern parts of Zurope, effectuated the fame ends as the climate 
and perſecution in other countries: men were glad to retire into 
thoſe places of ſecurity, where they might exerciſe all thoſe forms 
of devotion which, among an ignorant people, will be always looked 
upon az of equal value with the practice of the moral and ſocial 
| duties 
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cine in thoſe ages, many who were not poor 


might need the aſſiſtance of ſuch Societies), leads 


me 


duties of life. In the general eſtimation, the monaſtic life was the 
moſt perfect: and the diſorders of ſociety gave ſome degree of au- 
thority to this opinion. 

„Nos was the building of MoNASTERIES totally uſeleſs with 
reſpect to the improvement of the lands. Many places in Britain 
were left by the Romans in their primitive uncultivated ſtate: and 
the wars and devaſtations that enſued after the arrival of the Saxons, 
added to the number of waſtes. * Theſe were the proper pla- 
ces for the religious exerciſes of the firit Monaſtics, as affording 
the privacy they thought ſo eſſential to the worſhip of God. Erect- 
ing Cells in thoſe deſerts, and collecting a number of followers 
by their admonitions, or the admiration of the auſterity of their 
lives, they afterwards built more ſpacious dwellings : and having 
obtained poſſeſſion of the lands in their neighbourhood, by dona- 


tions of the Princes or other benefactors, they improved them by 


their labour, and made them more ſalubrious and profitable. And, 
if we conſider the general ſloth and poverty of the people, it is caly 
to believe, that many tracts of land would have remained in the 
ſtate of nature, and ſerved only for a ſhelter to wild beaſts, if they 
had not been improved by the induſtry of the Monaſtics. On the 


firſt inſtitution of religious Houſes in England, and other countries. 


the Monks were generally obliged to labour, and to take their turns 
in the cultivation of the lands which belonged to their Mox AS TE- 


RV. Learning was then a very rare accompliſhment : and the in- 


terval of their devotional acts could not be more uſefully laid out, 


than in the buſineſs of huſbandry. The Mozks of Bangor, according 


to the accounts of hiſtorians, were employed in works of this kind : 


* 


while 


1 


e from the conſideration of MoNASTERIES, to 


that of HoSPITALS. Theſe were erected in the 


c ij Very. 


while a part of their Fraternity was engaged in the management of 
"the farms, the remainder was attending on the offices of the Church. 


And fimilar regulations, probably, took place in other Societies of 


= this ſort, on their firit inſtitution, In after ages, when their acqui- 
” fitions were ſufficient to maintain them in idleneſs, they ſpent their 


= Revenues in decorating their buildings; or, in hoſpitality and 


luxury. In the laſt inſtance they followed the example of the no- 


= bility and gentry ;—in others they excelled them. The learning and 


© knowlege of thoſe times, ſcanty and trifling as they may appear, fell 
= chiefly to their ſhare : and if we are offended at the legendary tales 


of their Saints and Founders, we are, nevertheleſs, indebted to 


them for tranſmitting many valuable writings of authors, which no 


other order of men thought worthy of regard. In erecting their 


buildings, as well as ornamenting their churches and ſhrines, they 


generally employed the moſt ſkilful workmen that were to be found 
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in Europe; and taught and preſerved many arts, which, although 


* ſimple, were extremely uſeful; and without their care would have 
been entirely loſt, And the frequent viſits which the Clergy and 


Monks made to the Court of Rome, on account of buſineſs, or 
through a ſpirit of ſuperſtition, might be the means of importing 
ſome uſeful arts. Itah, though ravaged by the northern barbari- 
ans, ſtill maintained a ſuperiority in all the arts of civilized life ; 
and might give ſome uſeful inſtructions in commerce, manufactures, 
and agriculture, to the rude inhabitants of the weſtern parts of 
Europe,” | | 

I cannot leave this account without obſerving, that we ſee the good 
Monks diſpeſed and occupied to imitate the employment of our fi Pa- 


rent, 
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very early ages of Chriſtianity: and when the 


Church came to have fixed Revenues, a /ourth of 


Poor, Hoſpitals were built and maintained out of ; 


theſe funds. And theſe being deficient, beſides 
that they were ſoon much abuſed, Hoſpitals were 
eſtabliſhed, by the munificence of lay perions, on 


a ſeparate Foundation. 


A MoNASTERY, of any extent, muſt, in all 
reſpects, have been imperfect without an Haſpital, 


for its own and more public uſe. Here, too, there 


18 


rent, as far as they were allowed to purſue it, by encreaſing and multi- 
plying the produce of the earth. How may it raiſe a ſmile on the counte- 
nance of that lively, aflive, and ſocial Promoter of Agriculture, thai 


' Reftorer of the honors of the Plough, io whom Europe (I may adi 


America, and, perhaps, other regions) is indebted for the Annals, to 
think of theſe Brethren engaged in an employ of very diffimilar character 


to gloomy ſuperſiition, or wretched celibacy. No blythe and buxom Hay- 3 


makers from the fiſterhood of the neighbouring Convent No bluſhing 
maids to tend the dairy !—T beir farms, it is to be feared, muſt Fave been 
conducted on a wery defefiive and diſcouraging plan. Hocbewer, be 
are obliged to them for their efforts; und the more, that they had the 
ſpirit to be huſvandmen in the field, under all the depreſſion of the habits 
of the Cloyſter | | ; | 


| "34 


the income of each benefice being reſerved for the 


1 


nd 


A much greater cauſe to deplore abuſes, than to 
kharge an original defect, with regard to ſuch 
7 proviſion. Yet it ſeems, that this ſpecies of abuſe 
(withdrawing the appropriated Revenues of Mo- 
I valle Hoſpitals / may be traced, comparatively, to 
£ no very remote commencement. As the world 
; grew more enlightened, Cells became leſs ſo. The 
1 youth, of better hopes, now, no longer limited 
5 to Arms or the Church, found, in the active offices 
| of civil life, an ample field for their talents and 
i | expectation. The molt promiling were thus in leſs 
. probability than before, of being deſtined to the 
5 Cloyſter. Secular Colleges of education, though 
| with a mixture of the ſame tint, (of which, ſeveral 
a modes and cuſtoms are yet the veſtiges, and par- 
: ticularly the celibacy required of the Fellows) 
nov ſprang up. And when among the Monks, 
learning appeared accompanied with talents for 
* civil life, the religious Recluſe found frequently 
ſome diſcerning patron; advanced in the path of 
= intrigue, buſtle, and preferment ; exchanged the 
| 1 cowl for the red cap, and, at length, for the 
* mitre, or pontifical tiara. Theſe examples would 


not 


1 SL - 
e eee 


1 


not much favor ſimplicity of manners, felf- denial, 


and fidelity to rigorous inſtitutions. Beſides, ſhut 3 


out from public exertions, debarred, at leaſt upon 
honorable terms, of female ſociety, no wonder 


if they became a prey to mean ſelfiſhneſs, and to 


deſpicable vices. The moſt licentious diſorder | 


in morals, diſcipline, application of their Re- 
venues had, unqueſtionably, taken place, to a 
very great extent in this Country, when the oc- 
caſion of diſſolving them preſented itſelf to the 
eager Henry. 


THAT the Preface and Notes of the Tranſla— 


tor,, may not too glaringly exceed all appearance 


of allowable proportion*, I will add but little in 
this place. 


By a note in the Original it appears, that the 
MoNASTERY of St. MAXIMIN has, for time 
immemorial, not contained above fifty or t 
Monks : though, a thouſand years back it ſeems 


to have been thought equal to the maintenance 


of an hundred and, by ſucceſſive enrichment, 


* 72 
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1 


1 aſſerted to be now competent to the ſupport of 
7 thouſand, I agree with the Author, that the 
comparative paucity of thoſe, who have thus been 
withdrawn from their natural duties in Society, is 
little to be regretted. 


L I Do not enter into the diſcuſſion of the ſuſ- 
3 pected authenticity of the Charter of Dagobert: it 
9 is, at leaſt, a good evidence againſt thoſe who 


| claim under it: and that i is the only uſe for which 


it is alleged here. 


Tur Charters, &c. are immediately, in the 
Noosa. tranſcribed from Zylleſius; who wrote, 
in 1638, a very rare book in defence of the Ab- 
2 But I am aſſured by the Author of the 
© Hiſtory here tranſlated, that he is confirmed by 
2 | the Archives, now, or lately remaining in the 
Aubey. 


Or the Author I am not, at preſent, at liberty 
to ſay much. What I have learnt of the perſecu- 
tions he has ſuffered, and the cauſes of them, I 


would 


E 


would wiſh to communicate were it a proper 


ſeaſon. At preſent, I ſhall content myſelf with 7 
tranſlating a part of one of his remonſtrances, to 
the Councellor of one of the ſecular and eccleſi- 


aſtic Princes of the Empire. 


« LET Criminals with ſervility approach the 
Archizpiſcopal Throne, imploring Clemency and RK 


W 
2 


Pardon. Innocence may, with decency and cu a 
rage, demand Fuſtice. For the adminiſtration of b 0. 
which, in things ſpiritual as well as temporal, God, 1 
and his People have made Princes aud Biſhops : and 1 
have exalted them to Thrones ; that, from ſuch their £ | 's 


6 EAT; > 
r 


elevation, they may view the 8 tate of their Subjects, n 


hear their Complaints, and redreſ5 their Grievan- = 
ces. Otherwiſe, theſe Seas of Power might be well E 2 
ſpared :---for man poſſeſſes from nature, the incon- 1 
teftible Right of defending and doing Fuſtice ts 
himſelf. 


& INNOCENCE may, without bluſhing, advance 


from one Court, from one Univer/ity or learned Body 
to another, to demand from the one, Counſel and Au- 
- : thority 1 


[ Xvi ] 


; Horit 'y of Law---from the other, Aſiſtance and 
; 5 upport. She may, by her prayers and remonſiran- 
rer, move Heaven and Earth, if ſhe ſuffer under a 
5 2 enial or Delay of Juſtice. And, afſuredly, Sir, 

| 7 Eo period 9 of twenty years, was not requiſite for this. 
Por ſhould the Throne, or the Aſſeſſors of it, find 
el expoſtulations, to which the name of Menace 
bos been given, offenſive : ſince that Throne hath 


: 2 offended ; and, which ts worſe, fill continues 


7e offend and injure Innocence ; the beloved Offspring 
. The Omnipotent : Who, with the voice of thun- 
der, hath uttered His Command to Thrones and 


Princes, to love, honor, and proteki Ber. 


Ap now, as Tranſlator and Commentator, I 
have to ſay, only, there will be found in the re- 
marks and accompanyments to this Hiſtory, little 
; of my own, and much of Extracts. Not that the 
1 J Kaigne and reſtraint of compiling, pleaſes me bet- 
f 5 ter than the freedom of compoſition; nor, that it 
1 Frags be any amuſement to me, to lay before the 
a Reader Extracts from works of ordinary merit, or 
; uch as are in the hands of every one: but the 
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ſentiments of great Writers, or, of public Bodies 


diſtinguiſhed for their Freedom, will be very pro- 


perly tranſcribed when they relate to the Subject, 


and when they are little known in compariſon to 
their merit, and the importance of the queſtion. 
My deſign throughout has been, to ſet in full view 


the contraſt, in principle and action, between the 


ſpirit of blind Obedience---and the enlightening 


{pirit of Freedom. 


Cs 
Ang. 28, 1786. 


P. 8. IT will, I hope, not be imputed to the 
Tranſlator or to the Original, that they have ne- 
glected the uſual embelliſhment of ſuch a ſubject 
---=BUFFOONERY. It may be poſſible to engage 


attention, without deſcending to purchaſe it by 


unworthy ſacrifices. Little entertaining as theſe 


pages may be found to thoſe, who may expect to 


be treated with the ſeaſoning uſually preſented 


to the public palate, when a monaſtic feaſt is ſet 
upon their table; yet, if it afford them nothing 
| 8 \ but 
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7 but the ſevere and ſimple fare of ſeriouſneſs, ſim- 
= plicity, and truth, it will not be difreliſhed, by 


it 


: . ſome, at leaſt : thoſe, eſpecially, who ſee, that 


Pho, 


® ſubject, its collateral influence may be traced, 
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. "2 . be f 3 
in various directions, to the moſt extenſive in- 


tereſts of civil Society. 
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Concern of ſuch importance to 
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the Church, when preparing to 


== plead, in your preſence as it were, the Cauſe of 


the Poor, to apply as a Preface, the words of that 
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diſtinguiſhed Character, who, diſtant as he was 1 A 


from the Origin of the Chriſtian Faith, by a long 7 
interval of ages, preſerved the primitive affec- 5 
tion for Truth, Simplicity, and Virtue. He, two 
centuries from hence, thus expreſſed himſelf; in | 


a language, than which, nothing can be more 


adapted to the preſent object of conſideration. 


«© Taz Fervor of Chriſtian Charity, antiently ſo 


exemplary, as not only to move Princes and private 


perſons to give plenteouſly to the Church, of temporal | 


riches, but to diſpoſe ber Miniſters to the holy diſtri- 
bution of them in pious uſes, having become cold, it 


zs not wonderful if it appear at preſent, that the 


fucceſſion of faithful Diſpenſers is no more: and there 


bave riſen in their place, others diligent only in ac- 
quiring and retaining wealth : ſo that it is neceſſary 
fo moderate by Laws, their exceſſive acquiſitions. 
And there remains, among pious perſons, a con tinual 


| deſire 


* 


xxxiii ] 


hee to ſee again the adminiſtration of the Property 
I | the Church reſtored, if not to the antient ſtandard, 
208 leaſt, to ſome tolerable moderation. The defects, 


this day ſo firiking, have not entered at once, nor 


; ſmall ſpace of time, have become ſo exceſſive in 
he clerical order; but from a ſupreme, and, in 


4 
4 


: 4 uth, divine Perfection „ have gradually ſunk to an 
2 Imperfeetion, now manifeſt to all; and by the Ec- 
al. efraftics themſeFoes confeſſed ; and by fome reputed 
t be beyond remedy. Yet, till, it having pleaſed 
the Almighty to give ſuch grace to his Faithful, as 
5 beftowed on our F orefathers, we ought not to boſe 
the hope of ſein g the ſame wonderful deliverances 
3 even, yet, in our age: and, it may ſeem neceſſary, 
that as by degrees we have arrived 70 this depth of 
; wretchedneſe, fo, by the like progreſſion, we may 
advance ourſelves 7 in return to that fummit of per - 
ſection, on which the Holy Church ſgeod originally : 


hich cannot, however, be accompliſhed, without 
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diſtinguiſned Character, who, diſtant as he was 
from the Origin of the Chriſtian Faith, by a long 


interval of ages, preſerved the primitive affec- 3 


tion for Truth, Simplicity, and Virtue. He, two 1 


centuries from hence, thus expreſſed himſelf; in 
a language, than which, nothing can be more 


adapted to the preſent object of conſideration. 


Ju E Fer vor of Chriſtian Charity, antiently ſ+ © 


exemplary, as not only to move Princes and private 
perſons to grve plenteouſly to the Church, of temporal 
riches, but to diſpoſe her Miniſters to the holy diſtri- 
bution of them in pious uſes, having become cold, it 
zs not wonderful if it appear at preſent, that the 
ſucceſſion of faithful Diſpenſers is no more: and there 
bave riſen in their place, others diligent only in ac- 
quiring and retaining wealth : ſo that it is neceſſary 


fo moderate by Laws, their excęſſive acqui/itions. 


And there remains, among pious perſons, a continual 
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1 4 ire to ſee again the adminiſtration of the Property 
5 the Church reſtored, if not to the antient flandard, 
L 4 leaſt, to ſome tolerable moderation. The defects, 
| | this day ſo ftriking, have not entered at once, nor 
4 ſmall ſpace of time, have become fo exceſſive in 


TOE | 
A 


the clerical order; but from a ſupreme, and, in 


truth, divine perfection, have gradually ſunk to an 
Inperfedtion, now manifeſt to all; and by the Ec- 
72 themſelves confeſſed; and by ſome reputed 
A t be beyond remedy. Yet, till, it having pleaſed 
the Almighty to give ſuch grace to his Faithful, as 

br beftswed on our Forefathers, we ought not to loſs 

3 the hope of Seeing the fame wonderful deliverances 

5 even, yet, in our age : and, it may ſeem neceſ}: 27, 
that as by degrees we have ar rived 10 this depth of 
"1 wrerchednefs, Jo, by the like progre, Fon, We may 
advance ourſelves in return to that fan mit of per = 
; feetion, on which the Holy Church fond originally g 


hich cannot, however, be accompliſhed, without 
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knowing what was at firſt the admini ration i 


things temporal, and how that good order came to 3 


be intermitted: and, particularly, above all, it 4 


eſſential to explain „ how the Church, from time to 1 5 


Time, hath acquired temporal poſſeſſions, and in what 2 


manner, reſpectively, hath deputed Miniſters to dif- | 
penſe or poſſeſs them: and thus will be diſcovered 


the impediments which oppoſe themſelves to an effec- 4 


tual Reform, and the means of ſurmounting them. 


*« Taz principle of Ecclefraftical Property took 


its commencement, when our Lord Jeſus Chriſt con- | 


verſed in this world: and its funds were no other 


than the voluntary offerings of pious and devout 
perſons, which were conſigned to the care of Mi- 


niſter, and diſtributed for two purpoſes :---one, for 
the neceſſities of our Lord and the Apoſtles, ns- 
ers of the Gofpel and the other to give alms to the 
Poor. This may be ſeen clearly in St. John: where 


_ 2 0 
= 
* Is 


11 


* ] 


. Evangeliſt ſaith, that Judas was he who bare the 


3 2 Bag, or purſe, in which were depoſited the monies 


be 54 


v7 preſented to our Lord; and which were to be ex- 
ended in providing neceſſary ſubſiſtance, and in diſ- 


| &ributing to the Poor, as the Lord commanded. St. 
5 


7 Au guſtine remarks, that Chriſt having the miniſtry 


1 2 Angels was in no need of pecuniary provifion ; but 


: 5 bor yet he would have a purſe, to give example to 


ebe Church what ſhe ought to do* and, from that 
T eine, the Church always underſtood, that his divine 
2 had thus, by his own example, inſtituted the 
: form of Ecclefiaftical Property, mfiructing, bath 


= what to avoid, "=o Jos what uſes te ſpend. 
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* The plain truth, flripped of all injudicious, not to ſay ridiculous 


= and groundleſs applications, ſeems to be thiz—the Apoſiles labored, like 


7 70 honeft men, in their ſeveral callings. The produce of theſe labors, & cf 


35 4 the gifts of other Diſciples, conſtituted a Fund, the refult of Induſtry, 


& Humility, Self Denial, and Charity. The exemplification of theſe Pria- 


Es 1 ciiples Forms the vital part of Cbriſtian Morality, The Tranſlator, 
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AvD if in our times we ſee this holy inſtitution 
not duly obſerved, we ſhould conſider, that for our 
inſtruction and conſolation it is related in Scripture, 
that, in thoſe times, JUDAs was a thief, and uſurp- 
ed to himſelf the common Goods of the Apoſtolic 
Society: and arrived to ſuch an heighth of ava- 
rice, that, not finding ſufficient plunder from thoſe 
monies committed to his charge, he ſold, to the Jews, 


CHRIST 4imſelf, our Saviour. 


p if we, in reading of hiſtory, or obſerving 
the occurrences of our own times, believe the Goods 


of the Church to have been, in great part, expended 


in other than pious uſes ; and that ſome of her Mi- | | 


niſters, not content with uſurping what ſhould be 
the common Property of the Church, and of the 


Poor, paſs farther---making money by the ſale of 
holy things and ſpiritual graces- this we ought not 
to refer to any particular calamity of our own, or of 4 : 55 


any 


L vi 


= any other time, but to aſcribe it to the Divine Per- 
RE mon for the diſcipline of the good: reflecting, that 
lle Church, from its beginning, was ſubject to fi 


7% 5 milar imperſections: we ought all, however, each 


3 | - in his degree and vocation, to promote the remedy : 
1 : HE WHO CANNOT OTHERWISE, BY PRAYER; 
1 up HE WHO CAN, BY OBVIATING AND or- 
7 POSING THE ABUSES : conſidering, that if Judas 
F uffered not human puniſhment, (thoſe being the 
1 # ACCOMPLICES, who ſhould have been the cy As- 
1 TISERs of his Crime) Hill the Divine Providence 
1 = manifeſted what judgment he de ſerved ; and fo diſ- 
aſea, that he ſhould execute this Sentence on him- 


ſelf: as an admonition what thoſe ought to 45 whom 
the Majeſty of Heaven ſhall, in ſequent times, have 


* appointed as GUARDIANS and DEFENDERS of his 
Fe 5 C h ure To 
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with the ſubject, is ſaid by that oracle of theolo- 
gic Freedom, Paul Sarpi, the Venetian, in his 


Treatiſe on the Materia Benefictaria. 


ALTHouGn, AUGUST EMPEROR ! the 


IMPERIAL ABBACY of St. MAx1Min hath, by 
NicnoLAs ZYLLESIUs*, made known to the 


world, how much in the Erection, Augmenta- 


tion, Defence, and Support of this SACRED 


Hovuse, the pious ſolicitude of ConsTANTINE 


the Great, of CHARLEMAGNE, of OTno I. 
and II. of HENRY II. and of ſucceſſive Empe- 
rors and Princes hath been exerted; and how 
much the piety of the ILLUSTRIOUS + HOUSE 


OF 


* DEFENCE of the IMPERIAL ABBAAcy of St. Maximin, by 


NricnoLas ZYLLES1vs, in ſeveral paſſages of his works publiſhed 
in 1638. | 


+ © RopoL?en I. FaepERIC IV. MaxiMit. I. Caxor. V. 


FERDIN. 
* 


L xxxix |] 


or AUSTRIA, known over the globe, hath 
been diſtinguiſhed towards the Eſtabliſhment of 
St. MAxi1MiN, by its protecting care, THE 
HUMBLE ADVOCATE OF THE PooR, induced 
by many and weighty reaſons*, after his falutary 
admonitions ſo many times repeated, and his 
prayers flighted, where leaſt they ſhould have 
been, while he was defending, before others, the 
Cauſe of the Poor, and not as yet, CAESAR ! had 


implo- 


Fexpiy. I. Maxim, II. Ropor pk. II. FERDIN. II.“ Zylles. 
part I. ch. 1. ſect. iv. 


* Not only for truth and conſcience ſałe, but, of neceſſity and 
reaſon—of good government,— every Believer, and Princes above 
all, ought to be vigilant for the maintenance and preſereation of Re- 
ligion.”” Lite of Sarpi. 

% If on account of truth, ſcandal ſhould ariſe, it is better this ſhould 
happen, than that ſhould be deſerted.” Auguſtin, 


Which things ſhould I now conceal, I might after ſay, in vain, 
with the Prophet, Pf. xxxi.—** BECAUSsE I KEPT SILENCE, my 
Bones were conſumed.” 
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WS; 
implored thy Protection, as the Aſſertor of true 
Piety, (which is eminently manifeſted by Bene- 
volence and Succour to the needy and oppreſſed) 
now, though reluctant, declareth in thy Pre- 
fence, and in that of the whale Chriſtian World, 
ang demonſtrateth of THIS MonNAsTERY, which 
ZYLLESIUS entitles--- TE Hovust OF THE 
EMPIRE--- AN IMPERIAL WoRK--- AN Ha- 


BITATION OF SaIN TS that chiefly from the 


commencement of this century, it hath incur- 


red before the Divine Majeſty, the guilt of fo 


ENORMOUS and SACRILEGIOUS, and PERFI- 


PloUs SPOLIATION of the PooR, as to have 


rendered itſelf unworthy of the Confidence, Cle- 


mency, and incredible Liberality of the AU- 


GUST FOUNDERS. 


AND ſince the Right is in You, PRINCE! 


REFORMER or Tue CHURCH! (I will uſe 
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the words of the Emperor HENRY II. denomina- 


ted the Saint) * Jince it is of YouR particular 
and pre-eminent Right, that, whatſoever be a 


| grievance to the Faithful within YouR Sovereion- 


ty; or, whereby greater detriment than advantage 


accrueth to the Church of God, be under YouR Ju- 


= erpofition reformed :''---Much in many REL1- 


Gious Hovusts, You will find requiring Re- 
formation : and, ſo found, as You haye exce!- 
lently begun, will correct, to YouR own moit 


deſerved praiſe, . and the general welfare.--- 


Axp the Poor, eſpecially, the Wear and 
INFIRM, and their SACRED INHERITANCE, (by 


the SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY to THEE coM- 


|. MITTED) defend and preſerve! And what ava- 


rice, (by the example of the Deceiver Jupas) 


hath baſely and impioufly purloined, will, from 


Tux pious and compaſſionate vigilance, obtain 


Reſti- 
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11 
Reſtitution. May The SuPREM E- -The PRo- 
TEC TOR OF ALL NATIONS, and, in particu- 


lar, of the ROMAN EMPIRE, defend and 
proſper THEE ! 


. Thus pr ayeth, : 


The devoted Subject of 


Thy Sacred Cæſarean Majeſty, 


Ss The ADVOCATE of the POOR. 


. 1 LONDON, 
Fan. 1, 1786. 


U K. 7 


Nor to the AurHOR's PREFACE. 


6 AND that Princes are Protectors of the true Religion of the 
Subject, may be ſeen of St. LEO I. to MarTiIanus; and of St, 
GrEGoORY, to MAURITIUS: and in all the epiſtles of the ſeven 
firſt General Councils, to the Emperors then reſpectively reigning. 


« For this cauſe, God hath conſtituted Princes his Vicegerents, 
in thoſe States in which the Holy Church is eſtabliſhed ; and con- 
ferred on them this greatneſs, to create them Protectors, Defend- 
ers, Preſervers,. and Nouri/hers of the Holy Church; as in Sacred 


Scripture it is written: which Character, the moſt honorable to 


them, it is impoſlible they ſhould ſatisfy but by a continual vigilant 
attention to the concerns of Religion.. ... And if there be Abuſes, 
this is not the fault of the Religion, in itſelf true and holy, but of 
him who abuſeth. | 


„Bur if the Evil encreaſe, at preſent, it is the fault of Princes 


theirſelves; who neglecting the Divine Precept, which ſtrictly obli- 


geth them, zo have knowlege of the moſt Holy Law, and of Religion, 
—have totally omitted /s Duty; as if Religion concerned them 
not; and as if they had not to render account to God, either for 
themſelves, or for their Subjects, of their negligence of this care, 
example, defenſe : againſt the Divine Precepts of the Scripture; the 
Doctrines of holy Councils and Fathers ; and the Condutt of pious 
Princes: contenting themſelves with a Religion, withont knowing 
what it is, or how to be preſerved from corruption ; and tolerating 
for intereſt, adulation, or convenience, the Deccivers of the Peo— 
ple, with continual alterations, under the color of Devotion and 
Piety : daily licenſing, not only the religions, but, any fort of perſon, 
to invent new rites for aggrandizement or gain: without conſidering, 
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and threw the world into confuſion,” Sarpi. 


L xliv }] 


that, ultimately, every rize draws with it its ſyſtem of opinions: and 
thus Religion 1s altered and accommodated to the Promotion of thoſe 
avho have the management. And theſe alterations having been ſeen 
by ordinary experience, not only Princes have tolerated the Abuſe, 
but Poſterity has conſented to approve it, the authority eſtabliſhing 
itſelf with the lapſe of time. And thus happens it in all human 


affairs :—but, eſpecially in Religion ; where the vulgar 1s delighted 


to invent ſuperſtitious cuſtoms. The Pope, not only is the head 
of Religion, but is a zemporal Prince: and it is more than five hun- 
dred years, that he hath aſpired to the Monarchy ot 1aly. 


„AND, what marvel, if he exert all means to enlarge his Ju- 
riſdict ion? . .. * There will be vices while there are men! 


„Tg great devotion of Princes and People, as it cauſed to en- 
creaſe mightily the Riches of the Church, —ſo it excited in the 
Miniſters of the Church, a great thirſt to encreaſe them farther : 
from theſe exceſles, not even the well-intentioned were exempt : for 
ſeeing that the diſtribution of Eccleſiaſtical Goods turned to the 
honor of God, and the common benefit, they concluded, —that the 
more the Church ſhould have to diſtribute, ſo much greater, and 


the more extenſive would be the good. And to this end, they 


labored by all means, and by every art; not adverting, whether the 

ethods they employed, were becoming and confiftent with equity; but 
ſo it produced the effect of adding Acqueſts to the Church, by 
what way ſoever, they thought they had performed ſacrifice to 
God. And, aſſuredly, evils, innumerable and immenſe, aroſe from 
this ſort of zealous perſons, who, to the guidance of their zeal 
did not take diſcretion: for to ſuch it ſeeming, that every path 
was good that led, to what they imagined the ſervice of Religion, 
they acted, in a variety of inſtances, againſt piety and humanity, 


Pa. Mc; 


1 
Nor referred to in page xxiv. 


The notes, indeed, if they have any reſemblance to theſe of Har- 
Kis' Life of CRomwELL—of The BioGnarpnia BrITANNICA, 
or, of The Memoirs of the excellent Thomas HoLLis, may find 
eaſy pardon for their length. The reaſons for adefting the method of 
BAYLE in this particular, muſt be obvious, His interefling oivacity, 
acuteneſs, and information, the Annotator pretends not to have found 
the art of adopting. To an apology he muff ſu5join, as uſual, a farther 
tranſęreſſion, by preſenting ſome fexv additional gleanings of monaſtic 
intelligence. What muff have been the number of dependants on theſe 
Houſes formerly, may be, in a degree, gueſſed, when wwe are told, that, 
even nov, fix thouſand Lazaroni are daily fed by the monaſtic orders 
at Naples“. Hat muff have been their political influence, may, in 
part, be preſumed, when ve learn, that, of the Heads of theſe Houſes, 
twenty-eight /at in the Parliament of England +. So, that, if the Monk 
abas reputed to be civilly dead, his revitification was wonderful in the 
Abbot, And, with Government, ſo extraordinary was their merit, that, 
by a Law of Juſtinian, the maſt ſolemn acts and intents f donors ma- 
n:/hed before it : for an eſtate given on condition of having children, be- 
came abſolute to the donee, on his entering into a Monaſtery ; or, 7 
other words— a wow of celibacy was made equivalent to the fruit of a 
contrary engagement. | 

And now, that a Reform hath commenced, and is, apparently, in a 
Hate of progreſs, in reference to the great and numerous Houſes of mo- 
naſtic effabliſhment, in the German Empire ; may it be free from thoſe 
defects and abuſes which drew, on our Reformation, this cenſure from 


WARBURTON !—** The frauds with which that work (ſo neceſſary 


for the welfare both of Religion and the State) was begun ; the 
rapine with which it was carried on; and the diſſoluteneſs in which 
1 . | the 


* SEE a Diſſertation on the Poor Laws, 1786. Dilly. 


+ TwexTyY-$1x mitred Abbots and Two Priors ſat in the Houſe of Lords at 
the diſſolution of MoxasTErIEs, by Henry VIII. a very conſiderable body; and, 
in thoſe times, equal in number, when added to the TwENTy-$1x Biſhops, to 
that of the temporal nobility. See Comm. I. ch. 1. ect. ii. 
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the plunder ariſing from it was waſted, had ſcandalized all ſober 
men; and diſpoſed the beſt Proteſtants to wiſh, that ſome part of 
that immenſe wealth, arifing from the SUreREssION of the Mo- 
NASTERIES, had been reſerved for Charity, Hoſpitality, and, even, 
for the public Services of Religion.” Note on the pictureſyue Line 
of DOoNNE— 8 


more 
Than when winds in our ruined Abbies roar. 
WABRPURT, edit. of Porr. 


But, whatever may have been the fate of the walls, an attempt has 


been lately made (originating from chat quarter, or, in what motives, [ 
. know not) to rebuild one of the chief fortreſſes of that Dogmatiſm, which 
Fulminates perdition on thoſe who botu not to human authority on queſtions 
of Religion. The Athanalian Creed, as it is called (be it the forgery 
of Vigilantius or the production of whomſoever), has been lately ordered 


to be read in a remote diſtrit, One young Clergyman, it is ſaid, pre- 


faced the reading of it by an introduction, purporting that be did it by 
order. Another, it is reported, a moſt celebrated and veteran Apologi/t 
for Toleration and Freedom of Enquiry, has had this unſeemly taſh im— 
| poſed on him, when life, lingering in its melancholy cloſe might have 
ſeemed irreſifiibly to plead the pathetic expoſiulation of Laberius, on the 
Dictator Julius being pleaſed to convert him from a Srnator to a. mimic 
Reciter. But, whatever might be the caſe of the Roman, the incon- 
fiſkency and the ſhame, in this inſtance, reſt with thoſe <vho compelled 
age and venerable infirmities (venerable, as the reſult of highly exerci- 
fed talents through a courſe of laborious years) to be boxwed to ſuch a 


yoke, On the other hand, I am aſſured, from intelligence that permits 


me not to doubt, this wery Creed is diſuſed at the royal Chapel at Wind- 
ior. V therefore, an obnoxious impoſition be urged in one place, it is 
laid afide, at leaſt as unexpedtedly, in another, 

And, although misjudged ſteps may be flill taken by thoſe, io avould en- 
Force the ordinances of men, as if they were the oracles of Heaven; let us 
turn our view to the datun of unclouded day. Paſſions and prejudices 
which uſed to ſhelter themſelves under national ſanfion, are giving 
way ; the moſt enlightened impartiality—the moſt diffuſrve benevolence 
now eftabliſhes itſelf, even, in Adds of State, Treaties, formerly ſo 


conſtructed 


1 


1 


confirufted as to leave room for the exerciſe of intolerance, and for the 
indulgence of rapacity and cruelty (if not, abſolutely, in certain reſpects, 
to enjoin them), now breathe the ſublime, beneficent ſpirit of religious 
Freedom; in peace—generous contempt of contracted Self-interefts ; and 
even in war—Benignity, This the Treaty between PRUSSIA and 
AMERICA eminently exemplifies : the laſt and one of the nobleſt acts of 
the reign of FREDER1C: and, ſignalized amid the number of thoſe 
glorious benefits which the UNITED STATES have eſtabliſhed, through 
the intervention of wiſe and virtuous Miniſters, no leſs than by the aid 
of the heroic Defenders of their Liberties in the Field. As theſe Notes 
profeſs to conſider nothing as foreign to their object which is interefling 
to religious or political Freedom, T ſhall give an abſtrat of the leading 
part of the Treaty: beginning with the clauſe reſpecting Toleration. 
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Extra#ts from the Treaty of AulirY and Commerce betiveen the 
UNITED STATES of AMERICA and the KING of Pauss1a : 
confirmed unanimouſly i» Congreſs, May 17, 1780. 


LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 


AR r. XI. The mosT PERFECT FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE 
AND oF Worsu1ry is granted to the Citizens or Subjects of either 
party, within the Juriſdiction of the other, without being liable to 
moleſtation in that reſpect FoR ANY CAUSE other than an inſult on 
the Religion of others, Moreover, When the Subjects or Citizens 
of the one party ſhall die within the Juriſdiction of the ozber, their 
bodies ſhall be buried in the uſual burying grounds, or other decent 
and ſuitable places, and ſhall be protected from violation or diſ- 
turbance.“ 


WP ==WO==Wu& 


DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY. 


Ar. X. The Citizens or Subjects of each party ſhall bam power to 
diſpoſe of their perſonal * goods within the Furiſdiction of the other, by 
#ftament, donation, or otherwiſe: and their Repreſentatives being 
Subjects or Citizens of the other party, ſhall ſucceed to their ſaid 
perſonal goods, whether by teſtament, or a intęſato, and may 
take poſſeſſion thereof, either by themſelves, or by others acting 
for them, and diſpoſe of the ſame at their will; paying ſuch dues 
only, as the Inhabitants of the Country wherein the ſaid Goods are 
ſhall be ſubject to pay in like caſes. And in caſe of the A43/ence of 
the Repreſentative ſuch care ſhall be taken of the ſaid Goods, and for ſo 

OE | 1 bue 


Vattel's Law of Nations, B. II. c. vill, ſect. 1. 


1 


long time as would be taken of the Goods of a Native in like caſe, until 
the lawful owner may take meaſures for receiving them.... And 
where, on the death of any perſon holding REAL EsTATE <vithin the 
territories of the one party, ſuch REAL ESTATE would, by the laws 
of the land, deſcend on a Citizen or Subject of the other, were he 
not diſqualified by alienage, ſuch Subject ſhall be allowed a reaſon- 
able time to ſell the ſame, and to withdraw the proceeds, without 
moleſtation ; and exempt from all rights of detraction on the part 
of the Government of the reſpective States“. 


S 


COMMERCIAL, IN TIME OF PEACE. 
Freedom of Trade. 


Art. IV. Each Party ſhall have a right to carry their own 
Produce, Manufactures, and Merchandize in their own or any other 
veſſel, to any parts of the dominions of the other, where it ſhall 
be lawful for all the Subjects or Citizens of that other freely to 
purchaſe them, and thence to take the Produce, Manufactures, and 
Merchandize of the other, which all the ſaid Citizens or Subjects 


ſhall, in like manner, be free to ſell them; paying, in both cafes, 


ſuch duties, charges, and fees, only, as are, or thall be paid by 
the molt favored Nation.“ 


| Examination to be made before Lading. 


ArT, VI. „That the Veſſels of either party loading within 


the 


* Ix the latter end of this Article is a clauſe, that * ir h net derogate from 
Laws publiſhed, or bereafrer to be publiſhed by his Majeſty, the King of Pxuss 14, to 
prevent the emigration of his Subjects. But ſuch a wiſe, liberal, beneficent, and 
all- protecting policy as the Treaty manifeſts, carried into execution in the ſyſtem 


of internal Government, would extinguiſh all dere of cmigration 3 which is he 


only 


— Iom—RY 2 2 n 
l 


1 2 
3 


— 


* 
e — — — — 


— 
* 


r ·˙—·*⏑ . 
F x. gy hw rr LE oe," 9 
—_— —̃ͤ 2 


NE © — 


ps LIE, SE 


r F 


b 
0 
f 
i 


| 
* 
q 
: | 
4 | 
is | 
1 U 
12 
17 
#1 
K 
> 
$37 
fl 
1 
F 
- 
* 


| 
| 
| 
1 
ft 


— A. 


223K % — 2 —— — 


— 


— 


6 


_ ” __— "Sg 
* * 
r r 
* 


** ä 
B ˙  _—_ 


| 
; 
| 
| 
1 
{ 
{ 
| 


Zens of the two contracting parties.“ 


* 
the Ports or Juriſdiction of the other, may not be uſeleſsly haraſſed 
or detained, it is agreed, that all examinations of Goods, required 
by the aws, ſhall be made before they are laden on board the 
Veſſel, and that there ſhall be no examination after : nor ſhall the 
Veſſel be ſcarched at any time, unleis Articles ſhall have been 
laden therein clandeftinely and 1ilegally ; in which caſe, the perſon 
by whoſe order they were carried on board, or who carried them 
without order, ſhall be liable to the Laws of the Land in which 
he is: but no other perſon ſhall be moleſted : nor /hall any other 

Goods, nor the Veſſel be ſeized or detained for that cauſe f. 


Damage or Wreck. 


Ax r. IX. When any Veſſel of either party ſhall be wrecked, 
foundered, or otherwiſe damaged on the coaſts, or within the 
dominion of the other, their reſpedtive Subjects or Citizens ſhall 
receive, as well for themſelves, as for their Veſſels and Effects, 
the ſame aſſiſtance which would be due to the Inhabitants of the 
Country where the damage happens; and ſhall pay the ſame 
charges and dues only as the ſaid Inhabitants would be ſubject to 
pay in a like caſe. And if the operations of repair ſhall require 
that the whole or any part of their cargo be unladed, they ſhall 
pay no duties, charges, or fees on the part which they ſhall relade 
and carry away. The antient and barbarous right to Wrecks of the 
Sea ſhall be entirely aboliſhed*, with reſpect to the Subjects or Citi- 


Axr. 


only effectual and juſtifiable way of fully preventing it. The latter part 
of the reign of the late King of PRuss 14 was ſignalized by Acts of this 


happy tendency. 


+ See Vattel, B. III. c. vii. ſect. cxiv. The regulation here ſettled is beſt 
adapted to mutual convenience, honor, and tranquillity. | 
| \ 


* Vattel's Law of Nations, B. I. c. xxIII. ſect. cexcili. 
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Axr. XVIII. Provides for the protection and refreſhnent of the 
Veſſels, Effects and Perſons of either party whoſe Veſſels ſhall take 
refuge within the Furiſdiction of the other, under danger from tempeſts, 
enemies, or otherwiſe, | 


Freedom from Embargo, 


Arr, XVI. It is agreed, that the Subjects or Citizens of 
each of the contracting parties, their Veſſels and Effects, /hall no? 


be liable to any Embargo or Detention on the part of the other, for 


any military expedition, or other public or private purpoſe what- 
ſoever,”? | e 


WP rn 


COMMERCIAL, IN CASE OF WAR BETWEEN EITHER OF THE 
PARTIES WITH ANOTHER NATION, 


Ax r. XII. If one of the contracting parties ſhould be enga- 
ged in war with any other power, the free intercourſe and commerce 


of the Subjects and Citizens of the party remaining neuter with the 


belligerent powers, all not be interrupted*, On the contrary, in 
that caſe, as in full peace, the Veſſels of the neutral party may na- 


vigate freely to and from the ports, and on the coaſts of the belli- . 


gerent parties, free Yefſels making free Goods, inſomuch, that all 
things ſhall be adjudged free which ſhall be on board any Veſlel 


belonging to the neutral party, although ſuch things belong to an 


Enemy of the other: and the ſame freedom ſhall be extended to 


Perſons who ſhall be on board a Free Veſſel, although they ſhould be 
Enemies to the other party; vnle/5 they be Soldiers in actual ſervice of 
ſuch Enemy,” . | 


85 Military 


* Vattel, B. III. c. vir, ſet, cxil. 
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Military Stores conveying to an Enemy not to cauſe Con fiſcation or 
Loſs of Property to {ndividuals, 


AR r. XIII. And, in the ſame caſe, of one of the contracting 
parties being engaged in var with any other power, zo prevent all 
the difficulties and miſunderſtandings that uſually ariſe reſpecting the 
merchandize heretofore called contraband,—ſuch as Arms, Ammu- 
aition, aud Military Stores of every kind,—no ſuch Articles, carried in 
the Veſſels, or by the Subjects or Citizens of one of the parties to the 
Enemies of the other ſhall be deemed contraband, ſo as to induce Con- 
fiſcation, or Condemnation, or a Loſs of Property to [ndividuals,— 
Nevertheleſs, it ſhall be lawful to /p ſuch Veſſels and Articles, and 
to detain them for ſuch length of time as the Captors may think 
neceſſary to prevent the inconvenience or damage that might enſue 
from their proceeding ; paying*, however, a reaſonable compenſation 
for the 4% ſuch Arreſt ſhall occaſion to the Proprietors :—And, it 
ſhall farther be allowed to z/+, in the ſervice of the Captors, the 
<vhole or any part of the Military Stores ſo detained ; paying the 
Owners the full value of the ſame, to be aſcertained by the 
current price at the place of its deſtination: But in the caſe ſup- 
poled, —of a Veſlel fopped for Articles heretofore deemed contra- 
band—if the Maſter of the Veſſel ſtopped will del:ver out the Goods 
ſuppoſed to be of contraband nature, he ſhall be admitted to do it; 
and the Veſſel ſhall not, in that caſe, be carried into any other 


port, nor further detained ; but ſhall be allowed to proceed on her 
voyage.“ 


AR r. XIV. Provides, in the caſe before ſuggefied—of war between 
one of the parties and another ſtate that the neutral party be duly 


Furniſhed 


* So the Ordinances of France 1543, and 1584; which Yatte! thinks, by 
providing for payment of ſuch Articles, go too far. B. III. c. vit. ſect. cxiii - 
See, alſo, Crotius de Jure Belli et Pac. L. III. c. 1. ſect. v. n. I. where various 
modifications, reſpecting trade with enemies, are enumerated. 
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C un ] 
furniſhed with Sea- Letters, Paſſports, Sc. and ſubjoins—*<* But if 
the ſaid Veſſel be under Convoy, of one or more Veſſels of War 


belonging to the neutral party, the ſimple declaration of the Officer 


commanding the Convoy—.:hat the ſaid Veſſel belongs to the party of 
which he is—ſhall be conſidered as eſtabliſhing the fact, and ſhall 


relieve both parties from the trouble of further examination.” 


ArxT., XV. That to prevent entirely all diſorder and violence 
in ſuch caſes, when the Veſſels of the zeutral party, ſailing cuithout 
Convoy, ſhall be met by any Veſſel of War, public or private, of 
the other party, ſuch Veſſel ſhall not approach within cannon-/hot of 
the {aid neutral Veſſel, nor ſend more than zo or three men in 
their boat on board the ſame, to examine her Sea-Letters or Paß 
ports. 


Arr. XVII. Stipulates, That if any Veſſel or Effects of the 
neutral power be taken by an Enemy of the other, or by a Pirate, 
and retaken by that other, they ſhall be brought into ſome port of 
one of the parties, and delivered into the cuſtody of the Officers, 
of that port, in order to be reſtored entire to the true Pro- 
prietor.“ . 


WP LD 0) 


IN CASE OF WAR BETWEEN THE CONTRACTING PARTIES, 


AzxT. XXIII. If War ſhould ariſe between the two contract- 
ing parties, the Merchants of either country, then reſiding in the 


other, ſhall be allowed to remain zine * months f, to collect their 


gh | debts. 


* TxraTy between GREAT BRITAIN and FRANCE, twelve. 


+ The ever to be remembered Author of the Se1z1T or Laws remarks, that 


the Macna CHARTA of ENGLAND forbids ſeizing and confiſcating, in caſe 


of war, the Effects of Foreign Merchants, except by way of repriſals : and 
notes our having made this one of the Articles of our own Liberty, B. XX. 


c. XIII. He alludes to c. xxx. of the GREAT CHARTER, and is rather too li- 
beral to us. It forbids, indeed, Confiſcation, except conditionally z but it 
directs Seizure, without harm, however,?of Body or Goods, 
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debts, and ſettle their affairs; and may depart freely, carrying off ail 
their effects, without moleſtation or hinderance. And all JVomen+ 
and Children, Scholars of every faculty, Cultivators of the Earth, 
Artiſans, Manufacturers, and Fiſhermen, unarmed, and inhabiting 


unfortified towns, villages, and places,—and, in general, all others 


whoſe occupations are for the common ſubſiſtence and benefit of mankind, — 
Hall be allowed to continue their reſpective employments, and ſhall not be 


moleſted in their Perſons, nor ſhall their Houſes or Goods be burnt, 


or otherwiſe deſtroyed, nor their Fields be waſted by the armed torce 
of the Enemy, into whoſe power, by the events of war, they may 
happen to fall; but if any thing be neceſſary to be taken from them 
for the uſe of ſuch armed force, the ſame ſhall be paid for at a 
reaſonable price.—And all merchant and trading Veſſels employed 


in exchanging the products of different places, and, hereby render- 


ing the neceſſaries, conveniences, and comforts of human life more eaſy 


to be obtained, and more general, ſhall be allowed to paſs free and un- 


moleſted :—and neither of the contracting parties ſhall grant or iſſue 
any commiſſion to any private armed Veſſels, empowering them to 
zake or defiroy ſuch trading Veſſel, or interrupt ſuch commerce”? 


Priſoners. 


Ar. XXIV. And to prevent the de/ſtrudion of Priſoners of 
Mar, by ſending them into difant and inclement countries, or by 


crouding them into c/o/e and zox:tozs places, the two contracting 
parties 


* Vaitel, B. III. c. v. ſet. IxxIi.— c. vii. ſet. cxlv. vi, vii. 


* Hither, alſo, has the Torch of Philanthropy been conveyed by HowWaRD.--- 
See his STATE of PRISONS. See too Vattel, B. III. c. viii. ſect. cl.---His 
recommendation is here, gloriouſly indeed, exemplified : and what has been 
matter of humane «ſage, is here juſtly and wiſely fixed on the ſure baſis of ac- 
knowleged obligation and ſolemn compact. I quote Vattel with peculiar plea- 
ſure.---He is one of the moſt valuable of writers on that great object of liberal 
and uſeful ſtudy- -The Law of NATuzz and NATIONS. 
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parties ſolemnly pledge themſelves to each other, and 7o the world, 


that they vill not adopt any ſuch practice; that neither will ſend the 
Priſoners whom they may take from the other into the Eaft-Indies, 
or any other parts of Aja or Africa: but that they ſhall be placed 
in ſome part of their dominions “ in Europe or America, in wholeſome 
ſituations :—that they ſhall not be confined in dungeons, priſon-ſhips, 
nor priſoxs, nor be put into irons, nor bound, nor. otherwiſe reſtrained 
in the uſe of their limbs: that the Officers ſhall be enlarged on their 
paroles within convenient diſtricts, and have comfortable quarters; 
and the common men be diſpoſed in cantonments, oper aud extenfive 
enough for air and exerciſe, and lodged in barracks, as roomy and as 
good as are provided by the party in whoſe power they are for their 
own troops: that the Officer ſhall alſo be daily furniſhed, by the 
party in whoſe power they are, with as many rations, and of the 
ſame articles and quality, as are allowed by them, either in kind 
or by commutation, to Officers of equal rank in their owns Army; 
and all others ſhall be duly furniſhed, by them, with ſuch ration 
as they allow to a common Soldier in their own ſervice ; the value 
whereof ſhall be paid by the other party on a mutual adjuſtment of 
accounts for the ſubſi ſtlence of Priſoners, at the cloſe of the war; 
aud the ſaid account ſhall not be mingled with, or ſet off againſt any 
others, mor the balances due on them be with-held, as a ſatisfaction or 
repriſal for any other article, or for any other cauſe, real or pretended, 
whatever, —And each party ſhall be allowed to keep a Comm#ſary 
of Priſoners, of their own appointment, with every ſeparate cart. 
tonment of Priſoners in poſſeſſion of the other; which Commiſary 


{hall ſee the Priſoners as often as he pleaſes ; ſhall be allowed to 


receive and diſtribute whatever comforts may be ſent to them by their 
Friends; and ſhall be free to make his report, in open letters, to 

thoſe who employ them. 
„AH it is declared, * e the pretence that WAR 
DISSOLVES ALL TREATIES, zr any other <vhatever, ſhall be confi- 
dered 


* Different from the projected plan (but it is to be hoped, only projeFed )---of 


2 Britiſh Government ſending its Subjects to the extremity of New-Holland, that 


is, almoſt to our Antipodes, ſor the recormation of their manners, under military 
cuſtody. 
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nal bond of their common Nature, and as the offpring of one all-benefi- 
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FR 


dered as annulling or ſuſpending this, and the next preceeding Article ; 
but, on the contrary, that THE STATE OF WAR IS PRECISELY 
THAT FOR WHICH THEY ARE PROVIDED, and, during which, 
they are to be as /acredly ob/erwed as the moſt acknowleged Articles in 


the Law of NATURE or NATIONS.“ 


Theſe are the moſt leading features in this TREATY ;—the parties to 
which may deſervedly adopt the Language of the Roman Republic 77 
the days of its pureſt glory, as recorded by the Hiſtorian of Virtue, — 
& There are laws as of Peace ſo even of War; which we have learnt 
to wage not leſs with juſtice and equity, than with valor “.“ 


Tt is, indeed, to the LAW OF NATIONS, hat our MAGNA CHAR» 
TA 7s to the ENGLISH CONSTITUTION. May it be adopted by the 
World <vith as much ardor as that Acknowlegement of our Rights once 


excited, and I hope is yet capable of raiſing, in the breaſt of the People of 


England! The maſt enlarged and unmoleſted Freedom of Commerce, the 
moſt vigilant excluſion of the Pretences of Hoſtility, —the moſt benevolent 
Prowifion in favor of Science, Arts and Induſtry, —in protection of the 
innocent and helpleſs, ſhould war ariſe, the moſt magnanimous Attention 
to the Life, Health, Comfort, and, ſo far as may be, Liberty of captive 
Enemies, conſtitute the ſublime policy of this immortal Work, A Treaty 


far more illuſtrious than the greateſt Viftories: as it tends, at once, to 


encreaſe and preſerve the Bleſſings of Peace, and to mitigate, to the 
»tmoſt, the Horrors of an adverſe Situation. And teaches this precept, 
by the faireft example, —That cach nation no longer conſider itſelf as a 

monaſtic Society, limiting all its intereſts and affetions within its own 
narrow bounds, and regarding the other inhabitants of the Earth as 
Strangers, if not as Enemies—but, that they elevate their views to the 


united intereſt of the great Society of Mankind: that they reſped the frater- 
cent 


* « Sunt et Belli, ficut Pacis, jura: juſteque ea, non minus quam fortiter didicimus 
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cent Father, render their diſagreements as little hurtful, and their amity 
as extenſively, and as permanently a Source of Good as the circumſtan- 
ces of human Nature will admit, under the cultivation of the beſt Prin- 
ciples, Doubtleſs, wwe may ſay, with little hazard of miſtake that 
there is nothing more acceptable to that Supreme Providence, under auhom 
the Univerſe is adminifiered, than Societies of Men freely addreſſing 
themſelves to Him for the advancement of human Knowlege, Virtue, 
and Felicity, without compulſion or reſtraint from the ordinances of any 
earthly Power ;—living as allied Nations in equal compact, and as 
ſeparate Communities under Laws by themſelves approvedF. 


The TREATY of COMMERCE between GREAT BRITATIN and 
FRANCE, /igned at Verſailles Sept. 26, 1786, has many analogous 
proviſions to this between AMERICA and PRuss IA. Compare Art. 
XXIII. of this laſt-mentioned, with II. and III. of the other Art. 
II, with V. reſpefively ;—XI. with V. XII. and XIII. with 
XX. except, that there is no flipulation of paying for Arms, Qc. con- 
wveying to Enemies, — XI. and XV. with XXIV, and XXV1.—and 
IX. wvith XXXVII. It has ſtruck ſome of the æuell. auiſbers to Freedom 
and Knowlege, with regret, that there ſhould not, in either Treaty, be 
ſome ſpecifically favorable proviſions concerning the importation of Books, 
literary communication ſuffering great diſadvantages, which ſeem to be 


leſs adequately obviated than might have been eupected from the ſpirit of | 


the other Articles. 


To 


* % Nihil 1 LI PRINCIPI Dro gui omnem bunc mundum regit, quod quidem is: 
terris fiat, acceptius, quam concilia cætusgue hominum jure ſociati.“ Sox. Scir. 


1 


“Sia ragione, e legge 
Cid, che il conſenſo univerſale elegge.“ TAsso. 


[ Iii. 
n 


To what has been fg in page xiv, an Rv. of the Preface, of 
the abuſe ſo cafuly eftabliſhed by dreſſing "Religitn in pompous cere- 
monies, the Ti Tauſtator annexes a remark of Mr. le Chevalier de 
Chatteluz, Colonel of the Regiment of Guienne, abe, ſerved the States 
of America in the laſt War. It is taken from a very * 3 
of his- Ln on e e 


their Mode of Worſhip 2 oF it vs Bris and modeſt, they are ative 
and induſtrious ;—if it be full of pomp, they are vain and frivolous ; 
 —if melancholy and auſtere, then, they are . violent, and ob- 


ſtinate.“ my Fol. 1. ch. 20. 


T ſhall conclude this part with another Extract: from one of the 


mildeft, maſt firm and conflant of the Aſſertors of the Intereſts of Man- 
kind, civil and religious, 


„Ir may not be improper to hint, that the outward Pomp and 
Splendor of religious Eſtabliſhments, attended with the ſolemn 
affectation of Myſtery, which, more or leſs, prevails in moſt of 
them, are ſeldom productive of any ſalutary effects to the real In- 
tereſts of the human race.” JzBB's Reaſons for a late Reſignation. 


: i | 
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BRIEF ACCOUNT, Ge. 


IN the thirteenth Century, about the year 
MCCXL, under the Abbot Henry d Broich, 
with the unanimous Conſent of the whole Con- 
vent, the HOSPITAL was erected *. 


Tur ſource of this Foundation (or what moved 
the Abbot 2 Broich, and the Convent, to the 
Conſtruction of this HosP1TAL) may be found in 

| B the 


* See Epit. Annal. Trev. by Maſſenius, p. 462. The recently built 
and extenſive Hos?1TAL was conſumed by fire.” Which calamity 
alſo befel it in the ſixteenth and ſeventeenth centuries under the 
Abbots Yiacentizs and Alexander. 


E 
the original CHARTERS of the Mo Nx AS TER, 
the DIPLOMAS from the Emperors, and other 


Royal Founders, and the PONTIFICAL BUuLLs, 


which ate exhibited in the Appendix. 
| To 


* Taris MoxASTERY is believed to derive its origin from the 
Emperor Conſtantiue the Great: and was (if faith is to be given to 


the Diploma of Dagobert, exhibited in the Appendix Nꝰ I.) a Temple 


royally founded by that Emperor, dedicated by St. Agritius, the 
Archbiſhop of Trewves, in honor of St. Fohn the Ewangeli/? ; in which 
Temple the Emperor, at the inſtance of St. Helena, his mother, col- 
lected the poor chriſtians (religious of the eaſtern profeſſion of 
belief) and placed at their head John the Monk of Antioch, and 
endowed it with no inconfiderable territories and demeſnes. 

In what manner and to what extent the Emperors in preceding 
generations, the Sovereigns of Auſtraſa and France, Dagobert, Char- 
lemagne, Lewis the Pious, Lotbarius, the Ottos, and the Heu- 
ries; with the Popes, Gregory the ſecond, Agapetus the ſecond, 
Jobm the thirteenth, John the fifteenth, Leo the ninth, Innocent the 
ſecond, augmented the eſtates and revenues of this HosrirTar 
with donations truly royal ; how great privileges and immunit:es 
they conferred upon it; and with what dignities and prerogatives 


they diſtinguifhed its Prelates, as, an “ honorable member of the 


empire,” a Prince of the empire--Archchaplain to the Empreſs of the 
Romans, and other titles of honor, it is not our object to repre- 
ſent : it being our ſole purpoſe, and the duty in which we have 
engaged, carefully to examine the Charters and Diplomas of the 
Auguſt Founders of this Monaſtery, (fo far as they may be traced 
by us, and particularly to recite the charitable donations for the uſe 
of the Poor and the Infirm) and having examined them, to exhibit 
faithfully their contents. For the reſt, it may ſuffice to obſerve, 
that this /-perial Abbaqy, even now, ſo flouriſheth, as, being reputed | 

| --. a 


N 
To this Hos PIT AL, by the ſaid Abbot and 
Convent, a THIRD of all the REN TS and PRO 
FITS of the Abbacy at that time was granted and 
incorporated in perpetuity: to be conſtantly 
B ij expended 


4 firſt in the antiquity of its inſtitution, to be accounted ſecond to 
none in Germazy, in the abundance of its poſſeſſions. 
Ix the year 1764, a Monk ſa] proſeſſed of this Monaſcry, and 
9 ſufliciently inſtructed from its archives, in the Foundation of the 
Hos pTITAL, preſents himſelf before his Abbot Villebrod the fe- 
cond, (under the direction of what ſpirit, God is judge!) and 
endeavours earneſtly to incite him to the reſtitution of the Hos- 
PITAL, {fuppiefled by clandeſtine management; but how he ſuc- 
ceeded, will be dien, by thoſe who know the character. Much 
might be recounted of the long and cruel perſecution which aroſe 
from hence: but thus far cannot be utterly ozwerpaſjſed in filence ; 


3 


25, +" De 


that this man, unſuaken in his reſolution, after the complaints and 
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* remon{rances inceſſantly inſtituted againſt this uſurpation, before 
4 the ordinary the Archbiſhop of Trepes, and in the Nunciature at 
Cologne, and in the congregation of the Biſhops and Regulars at 
Rome, during the courſe of near twenty years, at the peril of his 
life and of his ſoul, was taught by experience, how truly theſe 


religious perſons eſpecially, no juſtice; farther than as it pleaſes 


M his Holineſs of Rome to command, according to the circumſtances 
3 | | | ot 


full credence, of the repeated remonſtrances and reſolute interceſſion in ſupport of 


. in oppoſition to the luxurious abuſes and avaritious encroachments made by the 
B MonasTErY. He has ſeen a detail of long and cruel, and apparently, hopeleſs 
Y ſufferings, repreſented with that affecting ſimplicity which is the eloquence of 


Truth.---He has ſeen---but he writes this unauthoriſed, -- the time is not rips 
for a full diſcloſure.---May it arrive! and that ſpeedily and effectually. 


courts enflaved under the yoke of paſſive obedience, impart, to 


4 [a] Tux Tranſlator has had imparted to him an account, to which he gives 


6 the right of the helpleſs, made by this ſingle aſſertor of the cauſe of the poor, 
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expended to the ſole usE and BFEHOOy of the 
POOR, INFIRM, and SICK. 


„ Tuar all the ſaid RENTS be for ever totally 
appited 


of the times, the exigencies of affairs, and ſuch reaſons of ſtate, by 
his abſolute authority: or, NoN 085TANTIBUS, | 

% Roms being the only city which renders legal and licit, what- 
ever is every where elſe reputed illicit.“ S. Bern, ad Eugen, 
II. | 
TnosE Prelates of Exglard who are now to be mentioned, all 
pur poſterity will revere ; and admire their example of diſobed;- 
ence molt worthy of imitation, - 

« In 1253, the ſaid Pope Innocent the fourth, a Genocſe, com, 
manded Rodert*, Biſhop of Lincoln, a man, in that time, celebrated 
for learning and goodneſs, that he ſhould confer a certain benefice 
on a Genozſe, contrary to the canon: which appearing to the 
Biſhop inconyenient and unjuſt, he made this reply to the Pope,“ 
That he honored the apoſtolic commands in conformity to the 
goftrine of the Apoſtles; in the view of which, VON onsTAN, 
TIBVS, or, the diſpenſing power, is a deluge of inconſtancy, — 
breach of faith, — perturbation of the tranquillity of chriſtendom, 
That it is a grevious fin to defraud the ſheep of their feed; that 
the Apofolic See hath power for edification, none for deſtruction.“ 
At the receiving of which reply, the Pope was greatly incenſed ; 
hut the Cardinal Egidius, a Spaniard, a man of oreat prudence, en- 
deavoured to mitigate his proceedings : by repreſenting to him, that 
to act thus againſt a man of ſuch reputation, for a cauſe fo ab- 
horred by all the world, could not poſſibly produce a good ef- 
fect. But while the Pope deliberated on the mode of purſuing 

his reſentment, Robert was taken with an illneſs; and in the end 
ob his life n the ſame MI ; and died with the 
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applied t fo np USE of the POOR, WEAK, and 


rr Ao eo OE ITED 


INFIRM. Charter of Inſtitution. 


TruarT this HosPiTAL (lying immediately 
IN before 


— ee en 


| 
| 
| 


eſtimation of ſanctity: and fame went, that he wrought miracles. 
The Pope hearing of his death, inſtituted a proceſs againſt him, to 
the intent, that his dead body might be dug up.[5] But the fol- 
lowing night, the Pope ſaw in a viſion, or, in a dream, Robert 
inveſted in the pontifical robes ; who reproved him, for the perſe- | 
cution againſt his memory, and ſtruck him on the fide with his | 
-paſtoral ſtaff. The Pope awakened with exceſſiye pain in that | 
part, which continued with him till his death; an event that took b 
place a few months after. [c] 
„ In the year 1258, Alexander the fourth, his ene ex- 
communicated the Archbiſhop of York, for a ſimilar cauſe : who 
perſiſting in his reſolye, ſupported, with much patience, the per- 
ſecution : and at the approach of death, wrote to the Pope, a 
letter replete with ſalutary advice, exhorting him to imitate hie 
holy predeceſſors, and to remove innovating abuſes, dangerous to 
the church, and to his own ſoul: and died revered as a ſaint and 


martyr. 


«© TRE 0 


[3] Tais example of decency and reſpect to the common lot of human nature, 
was imitated in this country, fo late as the laſt Century ;- When the bodies of 
the Regicides were treated with an indignity not to be offered, by a wiſe, brave, 
and feeling nation, to a v Targuin or Domitian, when once in duſt, The Tranſ- ö 
2 C. IL. | : | by 


11 Tux fine obſervation of that exquiſite inveſtigator and repreſenter of human 
natur e, Tacitus, *-Neque fruſtra præſtantiſſimus ſapientiæ firmare ſolitus eſt, 
8 recludantur tyrannorum mentes poſſe adſpici laniatus et is quando ut 
corpora verberibus, ita ſzrvitia, libidine, malis conſultis, animus dilaceretur,' * 
foal * is not ill bene to this viſionary ſtroke, The 7 yr 


3 
before the Monaſtery erected without its walls, 
and dedicated, with the Church, to the name 
and honour of St. ELISABETH) might per- 
petually enjoy the ſecure poſſeſſion of its RENTS 
and PROFITs, from thenceforth diſmembered 
from the Abbey, Innocent the fourth, at the peti- 
tion of the ſaid Abbot and Convent, not only con- 
firmed this pious Foundation, but by the interpo- 
ſition 


„Tu Canoniſts defend the Right of Spoliation on theſe princi- 
ples.— That the Pope is Patron of all eccleſiaſtical profits: or, as 
thoſe who ſpeak more modeſtly term it, Adminiſtrator. By which 
doctrine it is alſo received at Rome, That if any one ſhall have 
uſurped a benefice, or in any other mode robbed the church, he may 
make agreement with the Apoſtolic Chamber to inveſt part there; 
the reſt he may retain with a good conſcience : and having made 
the agreement, and paid the ſum compromiſed between him and 
them, it is their general aſſertion, that he is abſolved from the reſidue 
of the debt, and may licitly keep it as his own ; the Pope being, 
as it is ſaid already, the Patron, or Adminiſtrator univerſal ; and 
this they call making compoſition with the Apoſtolic Chamber: and 
hence that extent of conſtruction, that if any one either knows in 
conſcience, or ſuſpects, that he poſſeſſes property not his own, or 
does not know the right owner; he makes compoſition,” P. Paolo 


Sarpi, in his Treatiſe on the Materia Beneficiaria. 


„Ir is a cauſe of lamentation, that the city of Rome ſhould be 


the place, to which crowd the ambitious, the covetous, the fimo- 


niacal, the ſacrilegious, concubinaries, the inceſtuous. ROME 
BEING THE SOLE "AUTHORITY WHICH PRETENDS TO RENDER | 
LAWFUL AND LICIT, WHAT, IN EVERY OTHER PLACE, 1s IL.» 
LICLT.” St. Bernard to Eugene III. N Pence the remarkable conclu- 
on of this paſſage is cited in the preceding note. | 


ves 


CO y 


ſition of the Pontifical Diploma, received it into 


his eſpecial patronage and protection. 


FROM this Pope, Innocent the fourth, and alſo 
from the Archbiſhops of Treves, Henry and Arnold, 
Indulgences iſſued for thoſe devout perſons, who 
animated with chriſtian charity, ſhould enlarge the 
poſſeſſions of this newly erected HosP1TAL with 
their alms and donations. Which grant of 
Indulgences was ſo effectual, that in a ſhort time 
the wealth and poſſeſſions of the HosP1TAL in 
houſes, cuſtoms, diſmes, arable, paſture, gar- 
dens, vineyards, lands cultivated and waſte, 
were enlarged to an incredible extent and 
abundance. 


Innoczwr the fourth, for an example of 


benevolence, gave and incorporated to this 


HosP1TAL the diſtrict of Mer/cb with twelve 
dependent churches, fituate in the dutchy of 
Luxemburgh, of great and diſtinguiſned opu- 
lence. 


Tur Archbiſhops of Treves, Henry and Ar- 


nold, induced by the pious example of the Pope, 


gave and incorporated to the Hos PITAL, with 


the unanimous Conſent of the Metropolitan 


Chapter of Treves, the diſtricts and churches 


ſituate 


121 


fituate in Loraine, Breux, Signii, F. gui, W 
OY Ville A &c. 


Tu Pariſhes in Rouſh ii, Uſſelſeirchen, the Third 
Part of the diſmes in Theonville, Monhofen, Mer 
teſdor g, and St. Michael's; the farms of Urtzig 
on the Maſelle, Kevenich by Ruwer, Matten by 
the Green-Houſe; valuable lands, vineyards, 
| gardens, tolls, duties, various emoluments in 
the environs of Treves, and in the towns of 
N Ruwer, Kenn, Longuich, Rhiol, Detzem, Fell, 
Faftraw, Ciirrens, Tarforſt, Emmel, &c. All 
theſe conſtituted the THIRD PART of the Manaſ- 
zery, and of its RENTS : which THIRD PART, 
as hath been ſaid, was granted in perpetuity and 
incorporated with the ſaid HosP1TAL of St. EL1- 
SABETH :---as may be ſeen more at large in the I 
CHARTERof FoUNDATION,andin the ANNUAL I 
REGISTER and AccounTs of the HosPiTAL, 
of which great numbers are ſtill extant; but 
eſpecially in a ſummary SPECIFICATION of all the I 
PROPERTY and REvENUEs of the HoseiTar, 
which, about the year 1680, was made under the 
Abbot Alexander Henn; of which more here- 3 
after. 5 — — 
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For the manner and proportions in which the 
ſeveral objects of charity are to be relieved in 
this 
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this moſt extenſive Hos pIT AL, according to their 
reſpective ſituation and circumſtances, certain 
ordinances and ſtatutes may be conſulted; which 
at the ſame time appoint a Governor or Provoſt 
of the Hos PIT AL to be elected from the Con- 
vent. 


THERE were founded, to be annually obſerved 
in the HosPiTAL, 1141 Anniverſary Maſſes, 
Al:xander Henn obtained in the laſt century, that 
for this number of maſſes and anniverſaries, one 
maſs ſhould be ſaid daily that divine ſervice in 


the choir might not be diminiſhed. 


Azour the time when the HosP1TAL' was 
taken under the protection of the Pope, the moſt 


illuſtrious Counts of Manderſchied were entreated 


to become Advocates and Temporal Patrons : and 
in that title, were enfeoffed by the HoSPIT AI. 
with three hogſheads of wine to be received 
annually from the farm of Ur:zig near the 
Maſelle. For which three hogſheads of wine, 
afterwards, in the ſixteenth century, ſix comb 
of wheat from the ſaid farm annually, and of 


feodal right to be levied, were ſubſtituted by 


mutual conſent. 


TRE Ordinances and Conſtitutions of the 
8 Abbey 
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t. 19-1 
Avbey in the fourteenth, fiſteenth, and ſixteenth 
centuries, elpecial ly under the Abbots Otto, T ho- 


nas, and Vine ent, repreſent the high and weighty 
obligation incumbent on the Moneftery in relation 


to this HospITAL, with the care and vigilance 


perpetually i in its behalf to be exerted, by an in- 
junction ſo emphatic on the future Abbots and 


fucceeding Members of the Convent, that if this 


pious F oundation ſhould ever be neglected, and its 
Trncome alienated by their want of care, or be 
diverted to the Fund of the Allacy and its Emo- 
luments by a nefarious preſumption, ſo that 7he 
POOR, 7he SICK, and the INFIRM, ſhould ever 
be defrauded, they conſign their ſaid Succeſſors to 
the ſtroke of excommunication, and other cenſures 
of the Church; and in ſuch caſe execrate and 
devote them by every terror of malediction. The 


Words are, 


« Js bejeech, therefore, and exhort our Succeſſors 
he Abbots, and the Convents, in the Bowels of 
CHRIST, and of his Holy mother, that they have 
care that the RENTS and PROFITS of this HOS- 
PITAL magnificently endowed, be PERPETUAL - 


x applied, according tothe Terms of the Fnondation, 


to the USE of the SICK, POOR, and INFIRM ; 


and that neither to their own, nor to any other uſe 
whatſoever, any fart thereof be alienated or ap- 


plied 
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FR) 
plied - and on failure, IWe execrate and devote them 


in all malediction, and con. gu them to the flroke of 
excommunication and the judgment of anathema.” 


By which threats and animadverſions, not only 
the Letters of Protection, Indulgence, and Dona- 


tion aforeſaid, of the Pope, and Archbiſhops of 


Treves, are reſpectively fortified ; but, in like 
manner, men of inferior condition atteſted in their 
donations, the ſame will and precaution, | this 
condition frequently occurring, that If ever at 
any time their Poſſeſſions given to the Hos8PITAL, 


or in any way conſigned to its USE, ſhould be con- 
verted to any other UsEs than thoſe of the pooR, 


SICK, and INFIRM,---their Heirs and Aſens, 
ſhould, at any time hereafter when fuch Alienation, 
or Converſion ſhould be committed, from thenceforth 
ftand ſerzed and poſſeſſed of the ſaid Eſtates, Goods, 
and Chattles; and all Intereſi therein reclaim, re- 
fume, repoſſeſs, and enjoy as if ſuch Grant or En- 


dowment never had been made.” 


WHEREFORE, in thoſe times, the Abbey and 
thoſe who governed it, unknowing in impious 


frauds, watched over the RIGHTS or THE 


HosPiTAL with an eye ſo afſiduous, that, even 
when the Abbey was reduced to extreme diſtreſs, 


to covet the revenues, much more actually to 


Cij invade 
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invade the Poſſeſſions of the Hos pITAL, was 
held an act of the worſt in 5 juſtice and of ſacrilegious 
wickedneſs. | 


To the proof of which one example will ſuf- 
fice.--- That in the year 1442, when Lambertus 
of Safſenhauſen, after a compact made between 
three Abbots contending tor the Mitre, was con- 
firmed, and was in need of no inconſiderable ſum 
of money for his own and the occaſions of the 
Monaſtery, and to this end had mortgaged: the 
hp village of Ken,--- 


Tur Feoftment on that occaſion contains in 
ſeveral Ions, theſe and the like clauſes : 


« SA and except Capital Judgments and the 


Emoluments and Obventions 75 rhe HosP1TAL 


of St. ELISABETH appertaming.” 


WHAT care and ſolicitude Job» the fifth, of 
Tſenburgh, Archbiſhop of Treves, and at the ſame 
time Abbot of St. Maximin, had of this Hos- 
PITAL, evidently appeareth from the reſcripts 


of this Abbot-Archbiſhop: in which, (referring 
| himſelf to the antient ſeparation of the Goods 
and Revenues of the Abbacy and HosPiTAL) he 
not only ſolemnly enjoins and inculcates economy 


and 
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and a benevolent. care of the Poor and Infirm, 
but menaces a ſevere woe againſt the growth of 
luxurious negligence, evaſion, and fraud : thus 
concluding, 


&« For whatever concerns the Hos PIT AL, all the 
mute RENTS and PROFITS are aefigned for 
the POOR, SICK, and INFIRM.” 


IN 1610, under the Abbot Reiner of Biwern, 
Attilius the Apoſtolic Nuntio came from Rome, 
and viſited the Abbey of St. Maximin. In the 
Memorial of this Viſitation is found the following 
ſentence : 


« LE the HosPITAL of St. ELISABETH be 


maintained for ever under good government : and 
11 RENTS and PROFITS be perpetually converted 


to the USE of the POOR, and INFIRM, according 
to the intention f the Founders.” 


ABOUT 1620, Nicholas Honthemius, as Coad- 
Jutor, and ſoon after, Abbot of St. Maximin, 
undertook the government of the Hose1TAL : 
and it 1s greatly to be lamented, that this true 
Father of the Poor was ſnatched away, by an 
unexpected and ſudden death; after having pre- 


ſided only for a few years, but greatly to 
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his honour, over the Monaſtery and Hos pi- 
TAL. | 


Tur ſuceeding Abbots, Agritius and Maximin, 
carried beſide themialves, by a ſpirit of pride and 
ſelf-fufficiency, were engaged in conteſts and liti- 
gations, for forty years, with the Archbiſhops and 
Electors of Treves ; during which time, the ſtate 
of the HosPITAL was ſo neglected, and thrown 
into fuch ruinous confuſion, that not only its moſt 
ample revenues were entirely diveſted from the 
objects of their appropriation, by ſecret artifices, 
and abſolutely applied, without exception, to the 
ſervice of the Monaſtery ; but not even the annual 
accounts of receipts and diſburſements of the Hos- 
PITAL are mentioned, nor is there a veſtige to 
new, that during this period they were kept. 


WorDs are here wanting, nor can any elo- 
quence expreſs, how deeply, and with what juſtice 
Alexander Henn (who in the year 1672 was elect- 
ed Abbot, and in 1689 deceaſed, and in the chro- 


nology of the Abbey of St. Maximin, is called the 


ghry of the order, the beſt and moſt illuſtrious of 
Abbots) felt the affliction of this horrible diforder 


of affairs: and with what piercing ſolicitude of 
mind he was wounded, by the ſtate of the Hos- 
PITAL thus neglected; and by the diſregard to an 


obli gation 
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obligation of ſuch ſolemnity and importance: in 
ſo far, that the fatal cauſe, by which the Abbey 
for theſe forty years paſt hath been agitated and 
oppreſſed with ſo many calamities, was by him 
referred as a merited viſitation of the Divine Wrath, 
to this ſingle ſource, that the Abbots, his pre- 
deceſſors, neglected the 1NFIRM, defrauded the 


' POOR, and impioufly conſumed this diſtinguiſhed 


patrimony of Chriſt, in the uſe of the Abbey, and 


their own private purpoſes*, The words of the 


zealous Abbot are theſe: 


6 CHRIST re Lord will ſay to you,” « Go ye 
accurſed into everlaſiing fire. For IT hungred 
and was thirſly, and ye gave not to me: I was f 
flranger, infirm and naked, and ye received me 

not, 


* Tux diſorder ſtayed not, however, in this ſtate. But the 
Biſhops began to fail in their accuſtomed alms, and to retain to 
their-ſelves that which ought to have been diſtributed ; and to en- 
rich themſelves with the common good of the Church, making 
encreaſe by uſury : and leaving the care of teaching the doctrine of 
Chrift, they were occupied entirely by avarice. Which conduct 
| Cyprian laments as uſual in his time; and concludes, that to cleanſe 


his Church from much error, God would permit ſome great per- 


ſecution; which happened under Decizs: for, that the Divine 
Majeſty had always reformed his, Church; either mildly, by the 
means of the lawful magiitrates, or, when the exceſſes are paſſed 
too far beyond the influence of regular reformation, by the inſtru- 
mentality of a perſecution.” Id. h Mater. Penef. 
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16 ] 
not.” © The bread of the Poor is the Life of the 
Poor, and he who defraudeth them thereof, is a 
man of blood.” 


2 J Also, he continues, have for many years 
as Abbot, converted the rents and profits of the 
_ HoseiTAL of St. ELISABETH, 2ts difmes in 
Merſch, Breux, Signii, Flaſſignii, Hans, Cloes, 
Ville-Cloes, Ruffii, Uſſelſkirchen, Diedenhofen, 
Monhofen, Merteſdorf, and St. Michael's; its 
rents in Urtzig, Matten, Kevenich, Kenn, Tar- 
forſt, Fell, Emmel, Rhiol, Lonquich, Faſtraw, 
Detzem, Polich,” and others, (of which, the re- 
cital here would be too prolix) “ 0 the uſe and 
advantage of the Monaſtery. But, O God, my God, 
forgive me! for that in ignorance I have done theſe 
things.” | 


THEesE, with many other things, you will 
find written by the hand of Alexander himſelf, 


the Abbot, in a melancholy and emphatic exhorta- 
tion to the future Abbots and Convent, the Title 
of which is, The CALAMITIES of the MoNas- 
TERY of St. MAxIMIN. You will there ſee 
theſe abuſes ſtated at large, and not without 
aſtoniſhment peruſe the recital : the pious Abbot 
finiſhing in theſe words, | 
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Tr1s fo frequently mentioned Abbot / Alexan- 
der Henn), though burthened to exceſs, with the 
charges of the moſt ſumptuous re-edification of the 
Church and Monaſtery, the injuries of war and the 
Gallic exactions, held nothing prior, nothing more 
facred, than his abbatial duty; and the inceſſant 


D exertion 


* Tuts, with a number of other documents demonſtrating the 
point of obligation, (the liſt of which documents, will not be with - 
held from thoſe whom it may concern) was, by the religious juſt men- 
tioned, in obſervance of the Divine Precept, TELL IT To THE 
Cuvrcn,” laid before the Archbiſhop, in the year 1764. Who after 
commanding copies to be tranſcribed and preſerved in the'Archiepiſe 
copal Collection of Archives, appointed his Suffragan (that grand lus 
minary of Treves, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Juſtinus Febronius) to 
enter on a formal examination of the cauſe, and to make report. Who com- 
mences by uttering a thouſand ſevere reflections and calumnies 
N the religious perſon, [4] meek terminates a cauſe of the firſt 

import- 


. #4] Hz endeavoured by all means to render odious, the character of this reli- 
gious perſon, with the Archbiſhop ; and eſpecially, by repreſenting him, as a man 


of no religion: in which, however, with great diſcretion and equity, the Archbiſhop 
replied to the ſuffragan, that he did not believe in bis infallibility. The ſame 
perſon compiled a diplomatic hiſtory of Treves ; and that he might not ſeem ig- 


norantly or wilfully to have overpaſſed what he did not care to touch,--=the hiſtory 


of this Hos ITA, is thought to have conſpired with the avaricious Abbot, to 
attempt the deſtruction of the perſon who had made the diſcovery :---Little did he 
regard the cauſe of the poor. An admirable diplomatic comedian ! 
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C1 
exertion of his utmoſt endeavours, to reſtore the 
HosPIiTAL: and when it had been burnt by the 
Prench, he prepared temporary apartments in the 
church of St. Michael, and in other places; and 
in theſe, immediately received, and with a vigilant 


attention 


importance, by his oracular decree, in two words,— ** Bleſſed are 
the poſſefſors.”” At the ſame time, he conveys aſide all the tran- 
ſcripts of the documents of the Hoseirtar., entruſted to his care, 
reſtores them ſecretly to the Abbot, and glories in his good 
offices, both to him and to the MonasTERY. [e] 


[e] Oxsx RV another good office for which the poor Abbot is indebted to this 
excellent man. Independent of the inſtitution of the Hosp IT AT, there was in 


this Monaſtery a very ancient cuſtom, which had exiſted from the tenth Century | 

to the preſent time, and had conſtantly been obſerved with religious fidelity: twice 
in the week, to as many poor as came, (and there would be often to the number 

ol fix hundred) they uſed to diſtribute a certain and liberal portion of bread; and 


the gates of the Monaſtery being always ſhut during the performance of this act 


of diſtribution, carriages approaching were ſtopped in conſequence, till the work 
of charity was accompliſhed. It happened more than once to this reſpectable 


character, on his return from giving his lectures to the new Abbot, (to which, but 


too good an ear was given) to be detained for half an hour before the gates; which 


was ſo diſpleaſing to him, that he found the cuſtom to be the obſervance of a 
moſt pernicious uſage, and without difficulty, prevailed on the Abbot, to put an 
end to this charitable act. And being fearful, leſt the repulſed multitude ſhould 
ſuſpe& him to be the author of this ſacrilegious excluſion, the Abbot, by his 


ſuggeſtion, cauſed the next day proclamation to be made to the Poor, the Widows, . 


the Orphans, the Infirm, the Halt, and the Blind, 


„ TaarT the Archbiſhop Elector of TREVES, (Joux PrILLIP) * this cere- 


mony bad drawn an innumerable number of poor, from the neighbouring provinces, bad, 


in future, meſt graciouſly probibited its continuance,” 


How far, by theſe ſeveral good offices, the treaſures of the Monaſtery muſt Have, 


encreaſed, is more eaſy to be diſcerned, than, how far ſuch acts can be condus 
eĩve to obtaining of heavenly benediction. 
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attention, protected the PooR, the $ICK, and the 


INFIRM; ſo that agreeably to the ſacred Founda- 
tion, their reſpective neceſſities might, with all 


diligence, be aided: and farther, as he eſteemed 


all uſurpation, defrauding, or dimunition of this 
inheritance devoted to the Poor, no leſs than 
ſacrilegious; on this principle, he ordered exact 
enquiry to be made by two of the Ce/arean and 


Apoſtolic Notaries, Conradi and Martini, into all 


and ſingular, the Documents of the HospiTAL, 
and its Charters of Foundation and Endowment ; 
with the revenues, rents, and profits ſucceſſively ac- 
quired or thereto, in any wiſe, appertaining ; and the 
information collected from the Archives of the Ab- 
bey, together with the ſeveral authentic vouchers, to 
be arranged, and in due order regiſtered: and that 
by the aid of a ſummary of ſpecification, this ſacred 
patrimony of Chriſt and his Poor ſhould be ſepe- 
rated, under a juſt repartition, from the revenues 
of the Abbey for ever, and again be Aae ap- 
propriated to the uſe of the Poor. 


NEveR did this HosP1TAL or Houſe of Stran- 
gers, founded by the charity and devotion of ſucceſ- 


five Emperors and Kings, and afterwards enlarged 
by the papal donations, and thoſe of the Archi- 


epiſcopacy of Treves, and which is to be noticed, 


by Letters of Indulgence, more flouriſh, than in 
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the firſt ages of its Erection, under the Monks: its 


original Rectors and Purveyors, Godefrid, Rodolph, 
Laurence, Wiric, and other religious elected by 
the Convent to this charge. Who, through the 
Letters of Indulgence and the Inſtitution of a So- 
ciety, called, The Brethren of St. ELI8A8ETH, 
both at home and in foreign countries, excited 
immenſe multitudes of all conditions, to great alms 
and donations. And under the care of theſe Re- 
ligious, not Abbots, the HosP1TAL appears to 
have been well maintained, agreeably to the intent 


of the Founders. 


Bor when aſter, againſt the conſtitution, the 
Abbots, who have ſufficient cares and duties in- 
cumbent on them, choſe to act as Rectors of the 


HosPITAL, an inexcuſable inattention and im- 


pious neglect, by degrees, took place. And eſpe- 
cially the ſucceſſors of the Abbot Alexander, (not- 


withſtanding the new and entire reſtitution, by him 
made, of the Hos pIT AL, and every poſſible effort 
of care and vigilance, on his part, exerted, for its 
perpetual preſervation) in ſo far were not aſhamed 


to neglect this pious and magnyicent eſtabliſhment, 


that one Abbot perpetually referring himſelf to 
another, his future ſucceſſor, they admitted either 


none, or very few of the Poor and Infirm: and thus, 


from the beginning of this century to the preſent day. 


all 
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all the Abbots (being five) Nicetiut, Nicolaus, 

Martinus, Willibrodus the firſtf, and ſecond}, 
leaving no mention of regiſters or annual accounts, 

have ſeized and conſumed the whole of theſe. 
great endowments for the Poor, to their own uſe 
and accommodation. 


Tun Vigilance of theſe Abbots, (of the laſt 


of pecially) and their zeal for the maintenance of 
the 


* Wuzn this Abbot was, agreeably to cuſtom, confirmed at 


Rome, the Apoſtolic Chamber required an augmentation of the firſt 
fruits, or cuſtomary payments, for ſome certain reaſon ; but re- 
ceiving for anſwer, ** That the Third Part of the rents of the Abbey 
was appropriated to the HosPITAL of St. ELISABETH,” deſiſted 
from the claim. 

Tut ſame anſwer, not many years after, produced the deſired 
effect at the Court of Treves, when the Abbey complained of being 
burthened more than its ſhare, in the provincial contributions. 


+ To this Abbot, about two years before his death, in the year 
1760, it was ſuggeſted by one of his Monks, that he ſhould purchaſe 
for himſelf aad his Monaſtery, a certain territory, not many miles 
diſ ant from the Monaſtery, which, it was ſaid, was to be ſold for 
120000 imperials, bout 200002, ſterling) : he, without heſita- 
tion, aniwered: © 7 fear left the hour be now at hand, when they 
Hall demand of u, IN WHOSE RIGHT HOLD TE 
YOUR iMMENSE POSSESSIONS?? | 


t Hz who beareth the bag or ks at the preſent, elected Abbot, 
in 8 is inſtructed of the claims of the Hos PITAL, no ono 
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the Hos PIT AL became truly languid; till they 
appeared indignant or diſguſted at every mention 
of it: and manifeſted a deſire of rather ſuppreſſing 
theſe monuments of piety and benevolence, and 
of conſigning them by every artifice and effort, to 
eternal oblivion. 


WuHEREFORE, do not wonder, but rather la- 
ment that this Hosp I TAL of St. EL1SABETH, 
once ſo celebrated, ſo magnificently endowed, and by 
the devotion of pious and charitable perſons, ſo 
eminently augmented, is now feen in a ſtate of 
deſolation, utterly profaned and ſpoiled*. Lament 
that the revenues of the HosePiTAL, great and 

abundant 


— — — — _— 


— — 
— N *— — 


better: but what, and how frequent alms he gives to the poor of all 
conditions, (inſtead of making reſtitution to the HospI TAL) no one 
knows: this he cries inceſſantly, with his accuſtomed addreſs: and 
imagining that no one knows, he thinks himſelf juſtified in giving 
nothing. Bearing an appearance of ſanctity from his youth, he 
deceives all. With eyes continually fixed upon the earth, he is in 


queſt of every thing: takes what he can, and hides what he has 


taken; (not for himſelf, certainly, but for Heaven) leaving the 
reſtitution of this enormous and immenſe plunder, made with im- 


punity through twenty-four years, to the pleaſure of his ſucceſſor, 


« My ſucceſſor, if it ſo pleaſe him, may reflore the HOSPITAL.” 


* Taz Abbot Alexander found, as hath been before ſaid, all ei- 
Ver in tuins or conſumed in the flames; the Hos I rar not except- 
| | ed; 


rr 


"2; $ 88 0 
abundant as they were left, are now, without re- 
morſe, embezzled and conſumed for the mere 
ſuperfluous emolument of a Monaſtery incredibly 
wealthy : and thoſe revenues not merely waſted in 
| hoſpitality, falſely ſo called, towards the rich, in 
feaſting and luxury, and oſtentation, but, which 
is yet more intolerable, made ſubſervient to the 
vileſt and molt inſatiable avarice: and from year to 
year mountains of gold (the ſole delight of the 
covetous) heaped upon each other, and mammon 
facrilegiouſly buried in this place; not, by ſuch 
practices, an habitation of ſaints : the juſt and 
only inheritors of theſe ſacred poſſeſſions, the 
POOR, the sick, and the INI RM, being thus 
| ſcanda- 


ed: the ſcite of which, is to be ſeen in an ancient print of the 
Abbey. Having erected a new and very coſtly church, and a number 
of other buildings, it was beyond his power, at once, to rebuild 
the Hos PpITAL: having prepared therefore, apartments in the pa- 
riſh Church of St. Michael, to which the garden of the Hos PI TAI. 
is adjacent, and in other places within the Abbey, for the recep- 
tion of the Poor and Infirm, he was prevented by death, from finiſh» 
ing the pious work which he had anxiouſly at heart, the rebuilding 
of the HoseiTAL : charging to the performance of this, as an 
indiſpenſible obligation, the conſciences of the Abbots his ſucceſ- 
ors ; with an holy zeal, both by prayer and denunciations of terror; 
by words and in writing: who, having perſuaded themſelves to 
diſregard this ſalutary admonition, by e wickedly neglected, 
without ſhame, every other, 
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ſcandalouſly deceived, impiouſly defrauded, and 


worthy of the trueſt commiſeration. Therefore 


« ASSIST AND EXHORT TOSUCCOUR. Alex- 
ander, Abbot of St. Maximin. 


% FOR ALL THAT CONCERNS THE HOS- 
PITAL, ALL THE ENUMERATED RENTS 
AND EFFECTS, ARE TO THE USE OF THE 
POOR, THE SICK, AND THE INFIRM.” 
John V. of Iſnburgh, Archbiſhop of Treves, and 
Abbot of St. Maximin. 


APPENDIX. 


* 


* 


=D ns. 


— = | 
A 5 


of - . 7 ov = _ 
— . PISS * — — > - 3 * W ; : 7 * — — mt Ul 
1 * * 8 <A 2 —_— = * — — 2 — — ——— — 7 - 4 = 75 o — 2 
— rs F ²˙—mmͤ—̃ 2 * rr reer N > x 
— — — — — — — n : - 22 * —— — EZ. bo wt» r — — Wes — 
— 8 2 — —— „ % O —*—— W 2 * n . 7 PS — "BRED an. og <2} ** 
—— v ͤ¶ů ů — — F - 2 _ 2 & 1 K hs 
— — — —— Sing: ono — — N _ SES : 25 
—_— OI" SE PT IR, * * + $6.5 ws LEE — — —.— MISS 
| D a 4 2 "—_— - > AS — a : . p 
88 3 13 £4. "BEES "3 1 * 2 PW. >% ws — 3 * R af. > 2 „ 15 : - + OC TE ne T a at art —_w r 
— "a ce — — - —_—_ 0 —— 9 — — —— —ä—f—ä— ll — — — _— ————  — % > * * 2 ( 3 — nes — 
— — : — 
> 
wy 
a - + = | 
* 
. 
* = 
"Xx 
; ' 
* 
- n 
— . 
I N 
— 
7 . 
— ( ; 
. ” 
7 - 
* —_ - 
. * * 
" #4; 
0 * 
* 
= 
, 
- 
- 
og 
* 
* 
4 
\ 
- 
* 
a. 
- 


. N p 
— 8 — 2 SS by pi. _— 
* « © ao... Of — g 1 8 1 
— * os * — * 2 
* 1 — 8 — 2 [ys 
— * . f 
D — — * 
* WW - 


— 3 — Ree 


a 


e 8 . rr 


A P P N DI X. 9 


| 7 
No I 1 
N 4 * 
| .* 1'I'Þ 


A CHARTER or DAGOBERT, =_ 


IN the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit, Be it known to all Chriſtians, 

That I, Dagobert, by the concurrent aſſent of my 

Biſhops and Barons, have ſent Commiſſaries, on 65 

my part, to the Abbot Memilianus, commanding, 1 
that he diligently enquire and make to me his 
report, perſonally, by whom the Monaſtery of St. 
Maximin was conſtructed, and to whoſe govern- 5 
ment, from ancient times, ſubject. This commiſ— 
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1 26 
ſion the Abbot carefully regarding, and having 
read thereon CERTAIN VERY ANCIENT RE- 
cops, it was found, that the Monaſtery was a 
royal temple of Conſtantine, and dedicated, by his 
command, in honor of St. Jahn the Evangeliſt, by 
St. Agritius, the venerable Archbiſhop. In which 
temple, as it appeareth, and as the faid Father 
of the Monaſtery hath, by certain relation, made 
known to us, the ſaid Emperor, at the petition, 
and by the inducement of Helena, a ſervant of the 
Lord, gathered together the Poor of Chr:/?, and 
placed over them John, a man of God, that they 
might give themſelves, without ceaſing, to the 
ſervice of God, and might continue in prayer for 
him: and, moreover, his will was, that the ſaid 
Houſe ſhould be ſubject to no other perſon, ſave 
himſelf and his ſucceſſors, being Emperors. Theſe 
things being fully underſtood, I command, as 
King, and enjoin moſt ſtrictly, that no one pre- 
ſumptuouſly invade the Mong/tery aforeſaid, in 
which the ſaid Abbot preſides ; or offer to it any 
Violence or inſult. And, that the memory of me 
and my anceſtors may remain in the ſaid Mone/- 
tery, I have provided for the enlargement of the 
allowance made to the prebendaries of St. Maxi- 
min under the fore-named Emperor, adding, of 
my own, the following lands, namely; Kannis, 
Creſiacum, Lunewich, Regiodala, Vallis, Pilich, 
Budeliacum, 
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127 J 
Budeliacum, Talevant, Loabia; theſe belong to 
the royal domain or diſme. Which domain with 
all things thereto pertaining, from the river Rubera 
to the wood Feder, I have given to St. Maximin, 
in perpetual inheritance: and fatther, by the 
counſel and requeſt of my Nobles, I have given 
to the multitudes attending on the ſervice of God, 
that the number of an yUNDRED MoNKs remain 
there always entire and unaltered : and this I cori- 
ſtitute a firm and perpetual ordinance; except if 
it be augmented by lands and treaſure, through the 
benevolence of ſucceeding princes. And if by 
deſtruction committed by the inroads of Pagans, or 
by Infidels inhabiting chriſtian countries, poverty 
ſhould encreaſe beyond meaſure on the ſaid ſervants 


of Chri/t, ſo as not to be removeable by the ex- 


penditure of their treaſure, that they have licence 
of Almighty God, myſelf, and ſucceſſors, of ſel- 


ling the fee and its tenantry to the faithful, hereby 


granted, rather than the ſervices of God be de- 
ſtroyed. And, that the confirmation of the ſaid 
grant may remain firm to all future ages, I have 
commanded it to be engroſſed, and under our ſeal 
to be authenticated. 


Given this fourth day of April, in the twelfth year 
of our Reign, at Mentz. Be it happy! 
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Taz Seal of DaGo- 
BERT. 


J Henry, Chancel- 
Luer, in behalf of RI- 
COLFH „ the Arch 
chaplain „ have pe- 
ruſed this Charter *. 


* This moſt antient Diploma, thus ſubſcribed and Rabi, is preſer- 
wed, entire and un. ur ed, more than a amen years, in the * 
of the * | 
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A CHARTER or OTTO THE GREAT. | 


Is the name of the holy and undivided Trinity. Wi 


Otto, by favor of the Divine Clemency, Empe- * 
ror; Auguſt. —_ 


ALTHOUGH it be fitting, that we provide for 
the due ſupport of all the churches of God, yet 
chiefly and eſpecially it concerns us, to advance 
the profit and honor of that church, trom whence, 
and by which, the ſtate of our realm and empire is 
corroborated ; and wherein we are by cuſtom, to 
take our Conſort, as our anceſtors have done, and 
exalt her to the throne and empire, Wherefore, we 
F would 
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would have it known to the great community of 


our ſubjects, as well future as preſent, that we, 
piouſly and with wholeſome care, conſidering the 
ſtate of our Realm; and the devout anxiety of our 
predeceſſors, Kings and Emperors, namely, Con- 
ftantine the fon of St. Helen, Theodofius, Mauri- 
tins, Dagobert, Pippin, Charlemagne, and their 
ſucceſſors to our time, being defirous to imitate, 
endow, in like manner, Adelbeida, our moſt dear 
wife, with the Abbacy of St. John the Evange- 
liſt, ptuate in the ſuburb of TREVEs, where the 
body of the moſt excellent confeſſor, St Maximin, 
repoſeth, with all the churches and poſſeſſions, in 
what places ſoever, thereto lawfully and of right 
appertaining : that as before, when by nuptial ce- 
remony and royal conſecration, we made her the 
conſort of our realm beyond the mountains, in 


the region of Gaul; ſo in this city of Rome, the 


moſt holy John, principal and univerfal Pope, and 
Vicegerent of the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Peter, con- 
firming this our grant, by the privilege of his 
Apoſtolic Authority, with the faid Abbacy, as 
rſt in royal dower, we now in quality of our im- 
perial conſort, her endow, exalt, and confirm. 
Preſcribing, and under ſanction of this our autho-— 
rity, decreeing, that the place aforeſaid, in which 
the venerable Abbot Millerus now preſides, ſhall 
never, by any art or contrivance, be ſevered from 
„ = the 


1 
the dowry of the realm; nor ſubjected, or made 
an appendage to any other ſee or church; or any 
other perſon, eccleſiaſtical or temporal. But as 
under the protection of our predeceſſors, ſo under 
the government and maintenance of ourſelves and 
our ſucceſſors, ſhall remain; and be free for ever, 


from all hindrance and moleſtation. We decree 


alſo and ordain, that the ſaid Abbot and all his 
ſucceſſors ſhall perform to our conſort, the Empreſs 
Adelbeida, and to all other ſucceeding Queens or 
Empreſſes, the ſervice of the chapel, and of the 
table : and render, alſo, duly, the ſervice which 
they ought to pay every ſecond year, according to 
right. And their-ſelves, as often as they ſhall 
come to the court of the palace, ſhall be fed from 
the royal table, and be held, always, not the 
loweſt in eſteem amongſt the courtiers and domeſ- 
tics of the King and Queen, who are ſuſtained by 
royal proviſion : as it becomes the dignity of that 


moſt ſacred place, and the ſuperintendants and 


miniſters of that church, by which all Kings and 
Emperors, in ſucceſſion, with their conſorts, are 
to be confirmed in their kingdom and empire. We 
ordain farther, and by our imperial authority have 
decreed to confirm as a Prebend to the ſaid bre- 
thren, doing ſervice, in the Moanaſbery aforeſaid, to 
God and his faints, whatever under our anceſtors 
Conſtantine, Dagobert, Pippin, Charles, Arnolpb, 


and 
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1 321 
and Henry our Father, even to the preſent time, 
was deemed to appertain to their property, in thoſe 
churches or places before intimated; that from 
thence, they may be provided with food and rai- 
ment: - namely, Apula, Suavenheim, Everneſheim, 
Manendale, Narheim, Buckinheim, Alſontia, Sche- 
ringsfelt, Okinſheim, Raſinbach, Siemera, Gunther - 
ſhuſen, Rugſbach', Holzhuſen, F olemereſbach, Ri- 
venaha, Loavia, Windingun, Ochiſbeim, Ratereſ- 
dorff, Buſtat, Meiſbroth, Ebeno, Decima and Vallis 
with its appurtenances, Markedeth, Dalbeim, Lin- 
niche, Mier/be, Evelinga, Fula, and what they 
hold in the diſtrict of Salne, or in the town of 
Metz, or in the parts circumjacent of Willere, in 
vineyard or arable; or in the diſtrict of Nahgowe, 
in theſe Pariſhes, Cogolveſbeim, Albucho, Wildiſ- 
tein, Wienheim, or near the Moſella, Diedhoven, or 
beyond the Rhine, in the Franchiſe which is 
called Prichin, with whatſoever their appurtenances 


St. Maximin is deemed to poſſeſs ; Murmirdinga 
and Drabdildings, 


Trzsz places, therefore, and poſſeſſions, and all 
churches appertaining to St. Maximin, with the 
eccleſiaſtical and royal diſines, wwe aſſign and confirm 
for the ſupport of the brethren, and the uſe of 
STRANGERS, of PILGRIMS, and of the POOR, 


\ 
% 


Any 


1 


Ap that none of our ſucceſſors, Kings or Em- 
perors, nor the Abbot preſume to alien or transfer 
the benefit thereof to any perſon, or any part thereof, 
by this our authority we enjoin moſt firmly. 


AND that this which we have ordained to the 
honor of our realm and empire, may remain firm 
and for ever ſtable, we have cauſed this Inſtrument 
to be engroſſed, and authenticated by the impreſ- 
ſion of our Seal. 


TE Seal of OTTo the 


Great, and moſt uncon- 


quered Emperor, Auguſt. 


I Luporynus, Chancel- 
lor, have peruſed this 
Inſtrument. for W1ILL= 
HEL Mus. 


GY the year of the Incarnation of our Lord 
DCCCLXV. the fifth Indiction, in the firſt year. 


of the Empire of our Sovereign Or To: and in 
the ſecond of the Reign of the moſt ſerene Prince 
OTTo, his Son. Done at Rome: in the name 


of God ; Be it happy! 
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CHARTER or HENRY II. EMP EROR. 
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IN the name, &c. Although it be not allowed 
to deviate from the eccleſiaſtical inſtitutions and 
prior determinations of our fathers, it is yet our 
right, eſpecially and ſingly, to change for the 
better, whatſoever it be whereby the faithful with- 
in our realm are aggrieved, or greater detriment 
than advantage accrues to the church of God: 
Wherefore, we will that it be known to our 
ſubjects, future as well as preſent, that we have 
appropriated from the Abbey of St. John the Evan- 
geliſt and St. Maximin, ſituatèe in the ſuburb of 
Treves, in which, Haricho, the Abbot, is now 
F ij acknow- 


= L 1 

acknowledged to preſide, certain Franchiſes and 
Territories, Farms, and Poſſeſſions, namely to 
the amount of ſix thouſand, ſix hundred, and 
fifty-fix manſes, according to the trueſt compu- 
tation that could be made, and have received them 
as a benefice from the ſaid Abbot, and conſigned 
them, in like manner, to the uſe of our faithful 
ſubjects, Exzo Count Palatine, Duke Henry, and 
Earl Otto, on condition, that whereas, the ſaid 
Abbot being worn with age, cannot well ſerve 
us in civil or military duty*, they and their heirs 
holding the ſaid benefices, ſhall, for the ſaid Abbot 
and his ſucceſſors, attend the court royal and go 
on expeditions : and the Abbot and his ſucceſſors 
be altogether free from attendance on the royal 
court, and from all kinds of expeditions ; ſave 
only if F007 be called to Mentz or Cologne, to a 
general 


* This ademption was for many reaſons invalid. 

1. 1f the Abbot was not able to attend he «vas not bound to attend; For 
Nemo tenetur ad impoſſibilia. 

2. A particular diſability could be no N of a perpetual confiſca- 
tion of a general intereſt, _ 

3. He vas not, as an eccleſiaſtic, bound to ſuch ſervice by the * 
of his church“ Nemo militans Deo debet fe implicare negotiis ſe- 

cularibus**— 4 rule which Abbots, Biſhops, Sc. have generally known 
how: to apply, when it would ſerwe to exempt them from a burthen, and 
how to decline, auben it ſtood in the way of their intereſt or their 


x Hover. 
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general council, or any other neceſſary conference. 
And that we may not ſuffer any detriment to our 
ſoul, if we ſeem unjuſtly, to take away the gifts 
that were conveyed or beſtowed by the faithful of 
Chriſt to that moſt holy place; - the ſervice which 
to us ought to be rendered, as to certain our pre- 
deceſſors, from the ſaid Abbey every ſecond year, 
we, for the fear of God, and in reverence of St. 
John and St. Maximin, and by the interpoſition of 
Aribon of Mentz, and Piligrim of Cologne, and Poppo 
of Treves, venerable Archbiſhops, have forever 
to God and St. Maximin, and all future Abbots, 
-acquiited and indulged:---And that none of our 
ſucceſſors, Kings or Emperors, ſhall any farther 
exact the ſaid ſervice, in peril of our foul and his 
own, unleſs the ſame goods which we have ſever- 
ed, not ſo much for our own as for their ſervice, 
he return entire and reſtore, we preſcribe by the 
authority of our Imperial Conſtitution. We com- 
mand, moreover, and enjoin on the laid Abbot 
and his ſucceſſors forever, that they preſume not 
to alien or convey in truſt, or in any ſhape diſpoſe 
of the reſidue of the Franchiſes, Churches, and 
Poſſeſſions, which for the peculiar ſuſtenance of 
the Brethren therein, ſerving God, were by the 
Kings or Emperors, our predeceſſors, namely, 
Dagobert, Pippin, Charles, Lewis, Arnolph; and 


alſo, by Charles, Viendebold, and the three Ot- 
7 tos 


L 41. 
tor to our time, and by ourſelves granted and 
aſſigned; fo that the ſame ſhould paſs in any 


| manner, or for any purpoſe to any ſuperior, or 
| free-man, or the dependants of any other church 
| or houſe. That is to ſay, in theſe piaces (naming 


the ſame as in the deed laſt preceding, with 
Y others not there enumerated) viz. Bingin, Bicen- 


| dorff, Arnolfeſbergh, Lukefing, and in the diſtrict 


| of Salingouve, Dinerich, Luolkurt, Biſangis, Beſ- 
frac, Lncelenkirich, Meroldiville, Wimereſtirch, 
Straza, Crufta, Seranna, Markedith, Kriſho, 
| Billich, Curmiringen, Burnnacha, Hanivilleri, in 
the diſtrict of e a place called Gunther- 
alen. 
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TrrsE two Franchiſes, as our anceſtors have 
appointed, ſo we eſpecially appoint and confirm, 
for the diet, cloathing, and table linen of the 
Brethren; and alſo, the care of the INFIRM and 
SICK, and the reception of STRANGERS, and the 
comfort of the POOR and PILGRIMS. That from 
theſe places and churches, no Abbot or other 
perſon, great or ſmall, may preſume to alien any 
thing, to a freeman or any other; or, by any 
means to divert it from its application for the 
ſuſtenance of the Brethren, we moſt firmly enjoin : 
but that it be lawful for the Abbot and his ſuc- 
ceſfors, to repair from thence the windows of the 

church, 
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church, and the buildings, and to provide only 
what is neceſſary for the Brethren. But of the 
churches and all the ſalic decimations throughout the 
Abbey, we permit no appropriation to be made to 
any ; but perpetually conſtitute and appoint them for 
the UsE of STRANGERS, the POOR, and PIL- 
GRIMS. Weordain farther, and by this our im- 
perial authority confirm, that if any of them or 
their deſcendants, to whom we have appropriated 
the goods and poſſeſſions of St. Maximin, ſhall 
die without heir, the benefice, or whatſoever in- 
tereſt there may remain therein, ſhall revert to the 
right and poſſeſſion of the ſaid Saints, and of the 
Abbot and Brethren of the faid Monaſtery : and 
continue for the enlargement of the congrega- 
tion, and for the royal ſervice, in fo far as the 
| Abbot ſhall be able well to perform it without 
prejudice to the other intereſts of the church : and 
thus to be eſtabliſhed without let or contradiction 
of any. | 
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FARTHER, alſo, we grant and enjoin that the 
ſaid Abbot and his ſucceſſors have power of giving 
to whom they will, and of taking away, by juſt 
judgment, the office of Advocate within their 
Monaftery : and that no Advocate preſume to ap- 
point a Pro-advocate; or hold any plea in the Ab- 

bey, beſide the three which, of right, ought there 


to 


| ( 49 ] 

to be held. Nor that it be lawful for any to ag- 
grieve any perſon of them by violence, or to 
take away their Palfreys, or their Cattle, or or- 
dain any thing againſt the Officials, or Miniſters, 
or Manfionaries, or other rights of the Abbey. 


AND that this our mandate thereupon given in 
writing, may remain firm and ſtable for ever, we 
have not only confirmed it with our proper hand, 
and have cauſed to be annexed thereunto our ſeal, 
but that it might be indued with the higher 
authority, we have obtained for the ſaid Monaſtery, 
the privilege of the Apoſtolic See, namely, of the 
moſt holy Father, Benedict, Biſhop thereof. To 
the intent, that if at any time, which far be it, 
any of our ſucceſſors, Kings or Emperors, cor- 
rupted by diabolical avidity, ſhall attempt to 
diminiſh any thing of thoſe orders which we 
have made for the quiet of the ſaid Brethren ; 
the Abbot, at that time preſiding, and the Bre- 
thren may appeal freely to the Apoſtolic See, to 
which, the aforeſaid moſt holy place is known 
to have been annexed in the ancient time that | 
is to ſay, of Conſtantine the Emperor, and his 
mother Helena; and to the ſaid See, as children to 
their mother reſort for refuge; that being thence, 
as it is fitting, protected, they may either recover 
the property, which we have now taken into 

our 


1 1 
our hands, or be enabled to obtain, under the 
aſſiſtance of the apoſtolic authority, the benefit 
of thoſe orders, which, in conſideration of the 
ſaid goods and poſſeſſions of St. John and St. 
Maximin, Abbots thereof, we, for their quiet, 
have ordained and confirmed. i 


Tusz Seal of our Lord HENRY, the moſt invincible 
Emperor of the ara Auguſt. 
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I GUNTHER, Ghancelher, have read this Mew 
ment, in behalf of Ak IBO, Archchaplain. 
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* may be of ſome uſe to remark, for the WE nr of thoſe 8 
avbo have paid little attention to the terms of the Civilians, or of the 
8 C.uansoniſts, 
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( 42 J 
Given the tenth day of December, the fixth Indic- 
tion, the year of the Incarnation of our Lord, 
MXXIII. and of the Reign of our Lord HENRY 
the ſecond, the twenty-third; and of his Empire, 
the tenth. Done at TREvEs, in the royal city, 
at the palace, in the name of God. Amen. 


BL 


Canoniſts, . Advocate 7s not here uſed i in our ordinary ſenſe : Jos _ - 


one avho has the Patronage of the Abbey, and, I preſume, the Viſitation : 
it. Such have been uſually of high rank cas Dukes, Counts, or 


even Princes of the Empire. ZYLLESIUS Cites many antient Inheru- 
ments to prove, that the Duke of Luxembourgh (no one "of the Titles 
of the Emperor) hath this Right, I owe the ſubſtance. of this remark 
to the Author of the 9 | 
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THERE follows another Charter of HENRY 
the third, at Mentz, referring to, or reciting and 
confirming the preceding Grants to the Abbey. 
and repeating the reſervation in the Charter of 
DCCCCLX11. in favor of the STRANGERS, SICK, 
and IN FIRM. 
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Taz Seal of our Lord HENRY, the moſt invincible 
King. . 


I EvERHARDUs, Chancellor, have read this In- 
ſtrument, in behalf of our Lord BAR DO, Arch- 
chancellor. 


Tas Inſtrument bears date MxLIV. 
G3 


THERE then follows a Bull of Ratification of 
the preceding confirmatory Charter of HEN RV the 
third, by Pope Leo the ninth: with expreſs decla- 
ration. concluding thus, after confirming to them 
the ſeveral places before enumerated ;---* Alſo a 
certain territory called Prichina, in Einricho, which 
as our before-named, beſt-beloved ſon, Henry, 
took from the ſaid Brethren, ſo now, admoniſhed by 

Our 


L 45 ] 
our apoſtolic authority, he 
no one ſhould hercatter withdraw any part from 
the Prebend* of the Brethren, hath ordained by 
his edict. And hath moſt devoutly ſupplicated as 
to the ſame purpoſe: to the intent, that the Bre- 
thren in the ſaid city, and thoſe Which appertain 
to it, ſhould have proviſion therefrom ; and ac- 


hath reſtored : and that 


cording | to the precept of the holy rule, ſhould 
receive STRANGERS, and having Care 2 £22 8 

INFIRM, and PILGRIMS, foould from thence faith 
fully miniſter to the neceſſities of the POOR: and 
ſhould receive from thence for themſelves, cloath- 
ing and food for their neceſſary ſupport. And to 
the intent, that the ſaid Brethren may have under 


their care, and hold, at their will, ſecurely, qui- 


7 


etly, and peaceably the aforeſaid places, with all 
their appurtenances, and all the Churches of the 
ſaid Abbacy, with the diſmes, dower, lands, and 
privileges thereto belonging, and all the ſalic an 
mes which we have granted to the uſe of sTRAN- 
GERS, PILGRIMS, and the 1 POOR, We in ſac n 


wiſe confirm the ſame by adjuration of the Deity, 
and 


* Note here the origin of our words ;—PREBEND, that, from which 
the Support of an eccleaftic priſon, being a member of a Cathedral or 
Collegiate Church, is to ariſe; and Prebendary, the perſou: though in 
common uſe the propriety of the term is inverted, | 
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3 
and by this our apoſtolic confirmation, that 25 
Emperor, no King, no Abbot, no Duke, no Count, or 
Vice-count*, no perſon of any eccleſiaſtical or ſecular 
condition, great or ſmall, preſume, in favor of any 
free man, or of any church, or ſervant of the Lord, 
or Miniſter, to grant any thing therefrom, or in 
any wiſe to alien from the Prebend of the ſaid Bre- 
thren: but that as the ſame ought, of right, to 
be ſubject to the holy Apoſtolic See, and under the 
protection of the Kings and Emperors, it accord- 
ingly remain, without contradiction, to the uſe of 
the Monks perpetually. But if any, which, Hea- 
ven forbid ! preſume, with impious boldneſs, to 
violate, or in any manner to endeavor to infringe 
theſe ſtatutes by us made, or by others our prede- 
ceſſors, moſt holy Pontiffs of the holy See of Rome, 
by the authority of God the Almighty, through 


the intervention of the bleſſed Peter, Prince of 


the Apoſtles, whoſe Vicegerent we are, and by 


the conſtitution of our apoſtolic humility we 
bind them in the inextricable bond of our ana- 


thema. 


CC GIVEN 


Hence our Viſcount : a name, though now appropriated to an order 


| of the Peerage, more antiently, a1vith 45, aſſigned to the Sheriff, as des 
puty of the Comes or Earl. 


47 1 


& Of the ſixteenth of January, under the hand of 
Upo, Chancellor of the Holy Apoſtolic See, and 
Librarian, and Cupbearer*. In the ſecond year 
of the Papacy of our Lord Leo the ninth; the 

fourth Indiction; in the year of the Incarnation 
of our Lord, MLI.“ 1 5 


*Pinnicerii in the Latinity of the lower Empire, from Pincerna, 
ſignifying the ſame of Tay and Alpa, or xipavruver, whence 
II: y{orns Pincerna, What the word Tullex/is, immediately pre- 
eeding this, ſhould mean, I conteſs myſelf ignorant. 
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No VI. 
A CHARTER or ConFIRMATION AND 


RE-ESTABLISHMENT BY HENRY III. 


Tu I'S recognizes and reſtores the rights of 


the Monaſtery : and concerning the HosPiTAL 
it runs thus--- 


ALL the Churches and Salic Diſmes, as well in 
lands as in vineyards, and woods, whereſpever lying 


zoit hin the territory of St. Maximin, as well in 


Kilwualde, as in the wood near the royal demeſne of 
Stienfiela, or in Hart or Waber adjacent to Tale- 
vanc, ought to be applied for the RECEIVING of 
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STRANGERS, and of the POOR; but in their 


own woods, which the Abbot or Brethren are 
{till deemed to have, they may diſpoſe freely.” 


Tuz Seal of our Lord 
HENRY, Zhe moſt in- 


vincible Emperor of the | 
Romans, Auguſt. 2 6] 
Ac x NO LE DOE by * Wd 

WINTHER, as Chan- 


cellor, for L1UTBOLD, 


Archchancellor and 
Archchaplain. 


Dar p the thirtieth of Tune, MLVI. in the ninth 
Indiction; and of HENRY, King, the third, * 
Emperor, the ſecond; the eighteenth of his Reign, 

and the tenth of his Empire. 


* That is, of that name. 
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Ne VIII. 


EMPEROR. 
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1 1 
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N”VIL 


urth, 


e fo 
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E 
Chancellor, have pe- ff 
ruſed this Infiru- 


King. 
ment, in behalf of 


like reſerve in favor of STRANGERS, PILGRIMS, 
HENRY 


A CONFIRMATION and Recognition with 


Taz Seal of our Lord 


and the PooR.” 
1SIGEHARDUS, 


SIGEFRID. 
 Darzy MLXVI. 


— —ůͤ—— —— 2 A feng Jt cf oow n — r 2 


2 ere ot 
SALT EAN, Hl St <0 3 bef ane 8 — Sg" 


Ne VIII. 


A BULL or Port INNOCENT II, 


Conr IRMING the Privileges of the Mona/- 
 tery, referring to the Bull of Pope Leo the ninth, 
concerning the Rights of sT RANGERS, PIL- 
GRIMS, and the PooR. 


AND in this there is an exemptive clauſe pro- 
viding an Immunity from any the juriſdiction of 


any other See or Church but of Rome, to the ſaid 
Monaſtery, declaring, in terms, that it ſhall 
be ſubject to no other; but remain under the 


protection and authority of the Holy Church of 


Rome, and the care of the Emperors: ſo that no 
perſon, of whatever dignity, unleſs invited by the 
Abbot or a ſucceſſor of his, ſhall preſume to 
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( 54 ] 
order, within the ſaid Monaſtery, any thing at his 
pleaſure, or exerciſe an aſſumed authority; and 
that the election of an Abbot ſhall be reſerved in- 
violate to the Convent, or, t that part of 7 it which 
bein g of ſound counſel ſhall make election, in the fear 
of God, and according to the rules of St. Benedict. 


IT concludes in the uſual ſtrain of the Papal 
See in thoſe ages; diveſting of all authority thoſe 


who thall knowingly contravene the ſaid Conſti- 


tution. 


Dar the third Indiftion, in the year MxL. 


The eleventh of the Papacy of INNOCENT the 
fecond. 
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Rovoren, by the Grace, &c. King of the 1 
Romans, &c.. To all the Subjects of the Holy 5 Y 
Roman Empire to whom theſe preſents ſhall "13% i 
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Tur ſceptre of royalty is exalted and its Kate 1 
eſtabliſhed in felicity by the Lord, (from whom | 1 
all power is derived) when places dedicated to 1 
Divine Service are regulated with benignant * 1 
conſideration, and the gracious interpoſition of 
a Prince diſcovers itſelf, for the protection of 
their Franchiſes and the encreaſe of their Poſſeſ- 
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„ 
fions*. For fince all the glory and power of 
Sovereigns principally conſiſteth in the proſperity 
of the Subject, we think it fitting and expedrentF 


that we be towards our People, prompt in juſtice 
and liberal in grace. 


BE it therefore known to the preſent age, and 
to ſucceeding poſterity, that we, graciouſly at- 
tending to the fincere devotion with which thoſe 
religious men, the Abbot and Convent of St. 
Maximin, &c. are vigilant and conſtant in the 


performance of Divine Duties; and weighing alſo 


the pureneſs of that fealty, whereby they are 
illuſtriouſly diſtinguiſhed, towards us and the 
Roman Empire; and for this cauſe, greatly de- 

— 


* TH1s principle, ambiguous and eaſily convertible as it is to 
the ſtate purpoſes of either party, is not the moſt extenſive of thoſe 
maxims which cement the grand alliance between church and ſtate. 
An alliance not of new diſcovery ; though the terms expreſſive a it 
have a novel air. 


+ Wx think it our bounden duty,“ would have been an expreſ- 
ſion rather more correct. Philip of Macedon could feel the aptneſs 


of the Old Woman's reproof, when ſhe told him, on his ſay ing he 
had not leiſure to do juſtice. . Then be no longer King. And for 
Grace, Liberality, and Bounty, when Kings have ſatisfied all their 
poſitive duties, the excellent Mr. Burgh will be found to be light; 


who thought the community would loſe nothing, if Kings ſhould be 
no better than they are bound to de. 


1 
firing that their Mongſtory ſhould flouriſh in ſpi- 


ritual gifts and temporal opulence, have taken the 
ſaid Monaſtary, with the perſons and things there- 
to appendant, under the eſpecial protection of 
ourſelves and the Empire: and have coNPIRM“ͥ 
ED all the Privileges, Franchiſes, Gifts, Grants, 
and Rights on the ſaid Monaſtery properly and 
duly conferred by the Emperors and Kings of the 
Romans, of bleſſed memory; renewing nd forti- 
fying the fame by the ſanction of this preſent 
Inſtrument. Let no perſon, therefore, infringe 
or preſumptuouſly contravene this our Charter of 
Protection, Renewal, and Confirmation: which 
offence whoſoever ſhall preſume to commit, let 
him know that he will incur the penalty of our 
ſevere indignation*, 


L ij IN 


* Tx1s mode of concluding a royal ordinance is imitated even in 
modern times, by proteſtant Princes who have Parliaments : and who, 
yet, when they think good to ſet forth a faſt, and epiſcopal maledictions 

are denounced, threaten, in the ſame breath, the diſpleaſure of Al- 

mighty God, and their own ſevere indignation, abit hſuch PUNISHMENT 
as THEY may LAWFULLY 74 (which is none) againſt thoſe who 
will not join in ſuch prayers ; even though they ſhould believe firmly, 
that in ſo doing, they ſhould be impious hypocrites; calling for? 
ſucceſs from infinite juſtice, to the arms of oppreſſion ; praying for 
the deſtruction of the defenders of freedom; and imploring the 
bleſſing of an extinction of the rights of their brethren, and 
. kr» -onſeouence, their own, No prayer to be juſt, can be other 
than 
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1 60 ] 

Ix teſtimony whereof, and for eſtabliſnment of 
its perpetual ſtrength, we have cauſed this Inſtru- 
ment to be written and ſealed with our Seal. 

Dart 


than voluntary: ſince it is neceſſary, that the offerer of it ſhould 
be perſuaded, that the object, for the attainment of which he ſap- 
plicates, is right, and that his wiſhes are ſuch as piety will not 
diſallow. It was lawful for thoſe to pray for ſucceſs, in the late 
American War, who could think ſuch War to be juſt : (though not 
warrantable in chriſtian charity, or, as many think, common huma- 
nity, even for them to uſe ſome remarkable expreſſions of that, and 


other forms of a ſimilar nature againſt foreign enemies) but thoſe 


who beleived a war to be injuſt, could never, without violating the 
cleareſt and moſt awful obligations, imprecate on another country 
that judgment, which they had ſuch cauſe to pray might be averted 


from their.own. When their hearts taught them to wiſh for peace 


and reconcilement on terms of freedom, ill would it have beſeemed 
them to utter with their lips, the mockery of vows for victory and 
and ſubjugation /]. | 


{ f] In Dr. Burn's Eccleſiaſtical Law may be ſeen the ſtriking contraſt between 
the original Form for the twenty-ninth of May, and that now in uſe, as eſtab- 
liſhed under James the ſecond, with all the bitterneſs of party. As every dne. 
may ſce it who will look into the Prayer Book of the eſtabliſhed Church, it ſhall 
not be copied here, But Dr. Burn, by pointing out the oppoſition between this and 
the firſt appointed Form, hath certainly done material ſervice to thoſe who may 


have a with to mitigate abuſes, if they want the reſolution to remove them. That 


the imputation of pride, malice, and devices, on nations with whom we are at 
war (as if moderation, benevolence, and fairneſs were the excluſive character of 
ourſelves, in every poſſible conteſt) is either tranſplanted into this imprecatory 
Thankſgiving or adopted from it, any reader will ſee. The former is the caſe: for 
this clauſe was in the Prayer to be uſed in time of war, in the Liturgy publiſhed 
1641: how much earlier J know not. 

Jobnſon's Caſe may be ſeen in Burn's Ecclefiaſtical Law, title Holidays, near 
the end.---He diſputed this aſſumed claim of the Crown, to order Forms for par- 
ticular occaſions, by proclamation. He was proſecuted for this; but. we learn 
the proſecution did not proceed. | | 
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Inſtruments, and rarely in any of a different nature, 


T he firſt of our Reign. 


MCCLXXIII, 


b 


* 
Tuosx Periods of Time which are meaſured by remarkable Revo- 


lutions in our Syſtem, of immediate reference to this Planet which 
we inhabit, are natural and uſeful for philoſophic and civil purpoſes. 


* As the date by InpIcTIONS 


tion 
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Dar p the ninth of fanuary, in the ſecond Indic- 
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In this, and in all the ſubſequent Diplomas granted 
to the Abbey, there is a total filence concerning the 
POOR ; the reaſon of which is obvious :---they poſ- 
feſſed an entire THIRD, / eparated from the maſs of 
the 


such is the Cycle of the Moon, or Metonic Cycle, of 19 years: in 
which time, the Conjunctions, Oppoſitions, and other aſpects of 
that ſecondary Planet, return within an hour and an half to the ſame 


time as before. 


Tus Cycle of the Sun; which may be called the Telleview, or, 
Hebdomal or Septimanal Cycle : becauſe it regards the effect of the in- 
tercalations ariſing from the exceſs of the real period of the Earth's 


Revolution above the computed one of 365 days. This exceſs in 


28 years, contains 7 B:ſſextile, or intercalatory days; which makes, 


what is popularly called, the Leap-Year. Thus in 28 years the 
Sunday Letter returns the ſame : and each day of the Month, to the 
| ſame day of the Week. The Dionyſan Period is compoſed, by 


multiplying the Solar and Lunar 9 together; and, nnn 


is of 532 years. 


VI come now to the Crvir Period—the Cycrt of IN Dicriox. 


| This confiſts of 15 years; and is ſuppoſed to have been eſtabliſhed 


by Conflantine, Anno 312; and was taken to commence three years 
before the common æra of the birth of Crit. It is thought, the 
uſe of it was for publiſhing the Tariff of the Taxes : a purpoſe very 
different from that from the Greek Olympiad or Roman Luſtrum : both 
ſeaſons of joy ; and of the decent ſplendor which i is an emanation 


un., :. 


TER 


E | 
the Paſt Mons and Revenues of the Monaſtery, and 


configned TO THEIR SOLE USE, in à moſt ample 
HosP1TAL, without moleſtation. 


AND here we conclude the ſuccin& Account of 
the HoseiTAL of St. ELISABETH, with the 
words of the Angel to Tobias: 


IT 7s good to keep choſe the ſecret of a King; 
but the works of God” (pious inſtitutions) “ ze is 
honorable to reveal.” 


Tux Pope, when eſtabliſhed as a ſovereign, temporal power, 
imitated this Cz/arean Style of Computation: and dated the com- 
mencement of their Id DIT Io N from the fi of January. The 
 InDICT1oN of Conſtantinople computes from the fr of September; 
and the Inperial from the fourteenth, | 

Ar the Gregorian Reformation of the Calendar, (1582) the year 
of the InpicTion was ſettled 10, we may, therefore, find the 
INDICTION of any given period, by dividing the years from that 
time by 15, and adding 10: or, by dividing the years from the 
birth of Chriſt by 15, and adding 3. 


THESE three CYCLEs, the two natural, and the one artificial, | 


continually multiplied by each other, produce the Grand Jur IAN 


PerIop of 7980: which carries us back 1190 beyond the commonly 
reputed zra of the Creation, 


Tur 


ä— .. — T—— — — — 


- > - — — 
— —— —ꝛ ̃ >, 


- _ = 
* > 
ky == - 5 wm 
** — — — — — o — 21 
> ES - — 


_ 1 D 


-- 


— 
— 


ä—VM— — —— Ü 
3 0 


35 


r 


r 


—— — — 
—— 


— 


Ft HAS 


— — 
— a 


— — 


„7 
—— — 
— ” 


= , - i — 
3 N 
2 Pe, ws Ra 
IS = ene” —— 
2-2 . _— 3 
. 22 


neon 
— 5 


n 


8 
* 


— = 1 — - 
DV: 5b 7 oem — 4 — * 
— we , * Be. 
. 2 


— 


L ——A=w . 2 54 
. 


— hon — 2 


— * 
— 4 


oF * 2 - — - 
>. £ * » 4 — 
N * MATT OE > Ins, 
n 2 Bs * 


£ = 
> —— a a AL IS 
* pe —— —ͤ— 


nt A Ks <a" < 8 . las S 


. eat — pr ye—— 


L 05 7 


THE OATH 


TAEKEN BY THE ABBOT or Sr. MAXIMIN 


To. Tut O Ff X. 


J, .. „ Abbot of the Monaſtery of St. 


Max1miNn, ſituate near, and without the walls 


of Treves, the ſaid Monaſtery being of the Order 
of BENEDICTINES, immediately ſubject to the 


HoL SEE, will from this hour, and thence for- 
ward, be faithful and obedient to the Bleſſed 
PETER, and to the HoLy and APosToOL1C 
CHURCH of Rome, and to ouk LoRD®.... N 
the Pop E, and to his ſucceſſors, canonically en- 
tering :---I will not be in Council by conſent or 

. deed, 


Our Lord the King—our Sovereign Lord Sacred Majeſty—and 
#ther like titles, derive themſelves from the ſource of the corrupt manners 


and 
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deed, that they loſe life or limb, or be taken, or 
that violent hands be in any wiſe laid upon them, 
or that any manner of injury be offered to them, 
under any colour or pretence whatſoever. And 
the Counſel which they ſhall entruſt to me, either 
theirſelves in perſon, or by meſſage, or letters, I 
will not, to their prejudice, knowingly reveal. 
The PAP AC of RouE&*, and the RoyaLTIEs|| 
of St. PETER, I will be their aider AGAINST 
EVERY MAN, to retain and defend. The Legates 
of the Apoſtolic See in going and in returning I 
will honorably treat; and, as their neceffities F 
ſhall require, aſſiſt. The Rights, Honors, Pri- 
vileges, and authority of the CHURCH of Rome, 
OUR 


and language of the falling Roman Empire, or the ſucceeding Gothic 
Barbariſm, or the ſubſequent Romiſh ; in the times proper for really 
great men, the dignity was in Act. — not in Titles; and thofe too forced 
and unnatural, 


* We ſhould now fimply ſay the Papacy : there being no other recogni- 
zed, in general language, under the appellation of Pope. B ut of antient 
times, others ſhared with him the title of Papa, or F. w_—; as the Bi- 
mp of ConSantinople 3 » Tc, 


{| 12 is it thus, SERVANT of he SERVANTS of Gov, that 
7 Kingdom 1s not of this world ? Original. 


* 


+ Apoſtolic fimplicity of language, borrowed for times and occafions 
of a very altered completion. 


1 


ouR LoRD the Pop E, and his ſucceſſors, I will 


be careful to preſerve, defend, ENCREASE and 
ADVANCE®, Nor will I be in Counſel by deed 
or diſcourſeFf, whereby any ſiniſter or prejudicial 
acts may be machinated againſt the ſaid CHURCH 
of Rome, or the Perſon, Honor, State, Right, 
and Power of them, the aforeſaid. And if I ſhall 
know that any ſuch attempts ſhall be contriving, 


or conducting, I will, to my power, prevent them; 


and, as early as conveniently I may, will ſignify 
them to our LoRD aforeſaid, or to ſome other by 
whoſe means it may be made known to him. 


E The 


3 
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It would have been wiſer for them to have ſaid, as the great Roman, 


rohen the uſual prayer was making, to enlarge the power and empire of 


Rome; ſomething to this effef :— At res quidem Romanæ ſatis ample 
magueque ſunt; tantum ora ut perpetue integragque perſteut. But it 
Is avell for human ſociety, that all exorbitant power contains in its na- 


ture à ſelf-deſiruttive principle, 


Þ+ Like expreſſions are in a Collegiate ny in one of our Univerſities ; 
and probably in the other, | 


t The Analogy of this oath (mutatis mutandis) to the oath of Alles i- 
ance (1 G. I. ſt. ii. c. 13), and Abjuration (6 G III. c. 53), as they 
now fand, is very ſtriking. The antient oath, of which nearly the 
«whole ſeems to haue been preſerved in the Mirror, is greatly commended 


for its conciſeneſs and perſpicuity by Sir Matthew Hale. It was—** To 


be true and faithful to the King and his heirs ; and truth and faith 
to bear to him, of life, limb, and worldly honor ; and not to know 
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The Rur Es of the Holy FaTHeRs, the De- 
crees, Orders, Sentences, Appointments, and Re- 
ſervations; Proviſions and Injunctions Apoſtolic, 
I will keep with all my ſtrength, and cauſe to be 
kept by others. HERETICS, Schiſmatics, and 
Rebels to our Lok D, and his ſucceſſors aforeſaid, 
I will 


of any ill or damage intended to him, without defending him there- 
from.” But to rake away all pretence of ſupporting the doctrine of 
paſſive obedience and non-refiſtance, (though, in truth, the old oath fur- 
bes no real color for ſuch a conſiruction) the preſent form is more general 
and indeterminate: omitting heirs ; forbearing to ſpecificate in <vhat points, 
and to what extent the Allegiance ſhall conſiſt : but expreſſing that it ſhall 
be TRUE; that is, agreeable to the Laws and ConsTITUTION, which 
are the proper limits of Allegiance, no leſs than ſincere and faithful, within 
thoſe limits. So that it is even more conciſe, and yet more conſtitutionally 
comprehenſive ; more fully direfled to its proper object; and, mere car- 
tioufly reflrained from appearing to involve an unconſtitutional obligation, 
(<vhich awould, indeed, be void) than the original oath. Yet it may be 
more than queſtioned, whether there be any real expediency, that any oaths 
for the purpoſe of conflituting a civil tie, be enjoined. They induce no 
new obligation of a properly civil nature: and our political form of Go. 
vernment not being a Theocracy, the Magiſtrate appears not to have the 
| proper ground for requiring a direct religious ſanttion in ſupport of his 
office. That office is the creature of civil compact: implied before the 
Rewolution, (the nature of Man and Government being conſidered) and 
expreſſed fince. Religion is no farther concerned in it, than as ſhe has 
a general regard to peace, order, and human happizeſs ; and to the ob- 
ſervance of compacts, in maintenance of theſe, while the conditions are 
fulfilled; and fo far as any form of Government, in any eftabliſhed mode, 
adopted by any nation, is confiftent with the end of public welfare. 
The oath of Aljuration is ſufficiently prolis, There was alſo aftrong 
Lg | | decla- 


11 
I will PURSUE® and ENCOUNTER 7 the beft of my 
power. When called to a Synod I will come; un- 
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declaration, in the reign of Charles the ſecond, introduced againſt the 
lawfulneſs of Refifance, C. L. 


w — 
— — — 
* — — 


* THAT 5, L will not follow the Doctrine of Chri//, but will 
be unmercitul and unjuſt to the utmoſt of my power. Original. 


I wiLL add ſomewhat more largely Milton's ſenſe on Hereſy and 
Blaſphemy.—** Another Greek Apparition lands in our way—HEREsY 
and Heretic: in like manner rail*d at to the People, as in a tongue un- 
known. They ſhould firſt interpret to them, that HERESY, by what it 
fignifies in that language, is no word of evil note; meaning, only the 
choice of following of any opinion, good or bad, in religion; and thus, 
not only in Heathen Authors, but in the New Teſtament itſelf, without 
cenſure or blame. Acts xv. 5, xxvi. 5. — In Apoſtolic times, ere the 
Scriptures avere written, HERESY (in a bad ſenſe) was a doctrine maine 
tained agaiaft the doctrine by them delivered : which, in theſe times, can 
uo otberawiſe be defined, than a doftrine maintained againſt the Light which 
ave now only have of the Scripture, Seeing, therefore, that no Man, 
no Synod, no Seſſion of Men, though called the CHURCH, can judge, 
definitively, the ſenſe of Scripture to another man's conſcience, -ich ts 
well known to be a Proteſtant doctrine, it follows, plainly, that HE 
WHO HOLDS IN RELIGION THAT BELIEF, OR THOSE OPINIONS 
WHICH TO HIS CONSCIENCE AND UTMOST UNDERSTANDIN Gy 
APPEAR WITH MOST EVIDENCE AND PROBABILITY IN THE 
SCRIPTURE, THOUGH TO OTHERS HE SEEM ERRONEOUS, CAN 
NO MORE BE JUSTLY CENSURED FOR AN HERETIC, THAN RBIs 
CENSURERS: WHO DO BUT THE SAME THING, WHILE THEY 
CENSURE HIM, FOR so DOING,—Of the Civil Magiſtrate it is ſaid, 
© He is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good.“ True: but in that 
office, to that end, by thoſe means, which in this place muſt be clearly found, 
if from this place they intend to argue. And how for thy Good? — By 

FORCINGy 
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11 
leſs prevented by ſome canonical impediment. The 
Poſſeſſions to my Monaſtery appertaining, I will 


neither 


FORCING, OPPRESSING, and ENSNARING thy Conſcience, Many are 
the Miniſters of God, and their offices not leſs different than many: none 
more different than State and Church Government, Chriſtianity (was) 
delivered without the help of Civil Magiſtrates, yea, in the midſt of their 
oppoſition ; how little then, with any reference to them, or mention of 
them, ſave only our obedience to their CIVIL Laws, as they countenance 
Goop and deter EVIL. Which is the proper office of the Magiſtrate : 
ard ſhews, diſtinctly, wherein he is the Miniſter of God; arevenger, 
to execute wrath on him that doth evil.“ But wwe muſt firft know cho it 
is that doth evil: the HERETIC, they ſay, among the firſt, Let it be 
Enown, then, certainly, obo is an HERETIC: and that he who holds 
Opinions in religion, PROFESSEDLY, from Tradition, or his oxon In- 
vention, and not from Scripture, but rather againſt it, is the only H- 
RETIC: and yet, though ſuch, NOT ... PUNISHABLE by the Mag:ffrate, 
unless he doth evil again/f a CIVIL Law, properly ſo called. But if 
thou do that which is evil be afraid.“ To do by Scripture and the Gg. 
pet, ACCORDING TO CONSCIENCE, ic not to do evil: if ave, therefore, 
ought not to be afraid, he ought not, by his judging, to give cauſe : cauſe, 
therefore of religion are not here ment. For he beareth not the ſword 
in vain.* Yes: altogether in wain, if it ſmite he knows not what ; if that 
for HEREsY, which NOT THE CHURCH ITSELF, much leſs he, can 
actermine abſolutely to be ſo; if Truth for Error, —being himſelf ſo often 
fallible, he bears the feword not in vain only, but unjufily and to do evil.** 
AND of BLasPHEMY he fſays,-— But ſome are ready to cry, 
Whatehen ſhall be done to BLAs$PpHEMY ? Them I would fir exhort, 
not thus to terrify and poſe the People with a Greek Word; but to teach 
them better what it is: being a moſt uſual and common word in that 
language, to fignify any ſlander, any malicions or evil ſpeaking, whether 
againſt God or Man, or any thing to good belonging : BLASPHEMY or 
evil-/deaking againſ{ God, MALICLOVUSLY, z5 far from Conſcience is 
8 Religion. 


1 
neither ſell, nor give, nor pledge, nor in any wiſe 
alien, even with the conſent of the Convent of my 

Monaſtery, 


Religion.“ MIL rox, in his“ Treatiſe of Civil Power in Ecclaſi- 
aftical A fairs; ſhewing, that it is not lawful for any Power on 
Earth, to compel in Matters of Religion.” 

A $1MILAR admonition is here extracted from a little book, wor- 
thy to be more generally known, written by one of the martyrs to 
Sincerity, Dr. William Robertſon, whoſe noble Motto to his Tract is 
the Sentence of Locke in his Epiſtle to Limborch, “ Ego, qui ubi- 
cunque quero Veritatem, five inter Orthodoxos reperio frve inter Hete- 
rodoxos pariter amplefor.”* I who ſeek truth from all quarters, 
embrace it indifferently, whether found among the Orthodox, or 
the Heterodox.“ 


THis great and amiable Man expreſſes himſelf thus; Title 
ORT HODOXY— 
„ORTHOD Ox 4 Greek Word, which fignifies a right opinion : 
and hath been uſed by Churchmen, as a term to denote a Soundneſs of 
Doctrine or Belief, with regard to all points and articles of Faith. Pu: 
as there have been amongst all Churchmen ſeveral Syſſems ef Doctrine 
or Belief, they every one aſſert for themſelves, that they only are the Ok- 
THODOX, and in the Right; and that all others are HETERODOX, or 
in the Wrong, So that what at one time, and in one place, hath been 
declared Orthodoxy or ſound Belief, hath, at another time, and iz 
another or even the ſame place, been declared to be Heterodoxy, or wrong 
Belief. Of this there are numberleſs inffances in Eccleſiaſtical Hiflory ; 
fome of which have been repeated in the foregoing pages. And awe 
may only juſt take a tranſient view of the preſent Chriſtian World, to 
perceive many more inſlances of its ſubiſting at this day, What is Or- 
thodoxy a: Conſtantinople, is Heterodoxy or Hereſy at Rome, 
What is Orthodoxy at Rome, 7s Heterodoxy at Geneva, and many 
other places. What was Orthodoxy here, in the Reign of King Ed- 
ward the ſixth, became Hereſy in the Reign of his Siſter Mary: and 


in Queen Elizabeth's time, Things changed their names again. Various 
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72 ] 
Monqſtery, without conſulting the Pop. So help 
me God ! and theſe holy Goſpels of God! 


was the fate of theſe poor Words, in the Reigns of our ſucceeding Kings, 
as the currents of Calviniſm, Arminianiſm, and Popery ebbed or floxw- 
ed. But the boldeft firoke for the Alteration of the meaning of theſe 
Words was flruck about fifty [g] years ago. Before that time Athanaſi- 
aniſm, as contained in that wonderful Creed which bears the Saint's 
name, was efleemed, by almoſt every party amongst us, to be the founda- 
tion and the wery flandard of Orthodoxy ; and the bare doubting of any 
point of it, was deemed the greateſt Crime; and an effe&ual bar against 
all preferment in Church or State. But then, Mr. Whiſton, and ſome 
other bold ſpirits aroſe ; who confidently aſſerted, that Arias was in the 
Right, and Athanaſius in the Wrong : that the opinions of the former, 
were the antient Orthodox doftrines of Chriſtianity, and thoſe of the 
latter, were new and Heterodox : and that the Athanaſian Hereſy 
avas the occaſion of all the miſchiefs that have plagued the Church, from 
the time of its firft appearance to the preſent. The avritings of theſe men 
have made a great alteration in the Sentiments of the Britiſh Nation [V] 
Athanaſius hath fince been loſing credit every day : and the Creed which 
bears his Name, is now wery far from being reſpected as it was a Cen- 
tury ago [i]. For although there have been no public declarations made 
againſt it, many of the Clergy ſhew their diſlike by neglecting to uſe it ; 
e and 


[el Tua is, from the date of the Book, in 1768. 


[DI] AN p of late the Doctrine of Socinus, or, more properly, the Unitarian 
Doctrine, has been revived with new vigor. 


[i] In eighteen years from this time, 1786, the decay of the reputation of this 
Creed hath been, indeed, rapid. In America, I underſtand, it has been agreed, 
that in thoſe Congregations which retain (with ſuch changes as have ſeemed ex- 
pedient to them) the Engliþ Liturgy, this Form may be uſed or omitted, at 
diſcretion, as they ſhall ſeverally, from time to time, be diſpoſed ; and that the 

omiſſion of it by a Miniſter, ſhall not be any way puniſhable. 


„ 


and ſome of the moſt eck. ble of them have, in their private opinions, 
declared azainſt it ; and the intellizent Laity every where ſhew their 
diſapprobation of it, 
DOXY. To day it conſiſts in one ſet of principles; to morrow in ano- 
ther. At Rome it is wrapped up in myflery—1n Britain it is now ſet 
forth as the object of common ſenſe and reaſon. 

„Hut ſo much hath been <vrote upon the Subjects of Oz THoDoxY, 
HEeTERODOXY, and HERESY by others, that I need not trouble my 
readers any farther about them. 


So uncertain and fluctuating a thing is ORTHO» 


Mere theſe words employed as they 
_ ought, in diſtinguiſhins VirRTVvE from Vice, and Good from Evil, 


they would admit of no variation, and be for ever taken in the fame 


ſenſe. But as they are uſed to denote Opinions concerning the moſt. 


incomprehenſible ſubjets, no wvonder that their meaning ſhould be ſo often 
miſtaken, and occaſion ſo many endlleſs and vitter diſputes.'* Attempt 
to explain the Words REasoN, &c. 

Wirf the ſame Spirit Locke ſays, 
bend all its nerves either to the introducing of Ceremonies, or to the ta- 
bliſhment of Opinions; <vhich for the maſt part are about nice and 
intricate matters that exceed the capacity of ordinary underſtandings ? 
Which of the Parties contending about theſe Things is in the right; which 
of them is guilty of Schiſm or Hereſy ?—Whether thoſe that domineer or 
thoſe that ſuffer, will at laſt be manife/?, when the cauſe of their ſeparation 
comes to be judged. He, certainly, that follows Chriſt], embraces His 
Doctrine, and bears his yoke, though he forſake both Father aud Mother, 


—* y does this burning zeal 


ſeparate from the Public Aſſemblies and Ceremonies of his Country, or 


avhomſvever, or whatſoever elſe he relinguijhes, <vill not then be judged 
an Heretic. Firſt Letter on Toleration. 


[*] Tx1s too might eaſily be changed into an univerſal propoſition, comprehend- 


ing all who ſincerely follow what appears to them, on careful and honeſt inveſti- 
gation, to be Truth. 
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ISHALL now make Extracts from the AukRICAN Conſtitutions [| 
which breathe a ſpirit very oppoſite to that of Monkery, or Religious 
Tyranny of any kind : and prove, though in different degrees, that what 
a few wiſe and honeſt men ſay, it might be imagined, with little effect, 
in one Age and Country, makes its appearance, often in a manner 
that could leaſt have been predicted, in other Times, and amid other 

Communities. So that the ſpark of Truth often paſſes a long tract 
of the peopled globe, apparently, as if it had never been excited; 
and burſts forth at the end, in a ſudden and extenſive illumination. 
A great encouragement to the performance of ſeemingly ineffective 
duties ; a ſtrong confirmation, that when public good is the end, and 
fairneſs, with fimplicity and perſeverance, the means, the reſult will 
demonſtrate to ſociety, as well as in its conſequences to the moral 
improvement of the individual, that great practical aphoriſm which 
guided the conduct and ſublimed the character of a JEBB—N0 
EFFORT IS LOST,— | 


"MASSACHUSETTS 
ConsTiITUTION or FRAME of GOovERNMENT, 


1780. 


AR r. II.“ It is the right, as well as the duty, M all men in ſociety, 
publickly, and at lated ſeaſons, to worſhip the SUPREME BEING, the 
great Creator and Preſerver of the Univerſe, And na Subject ſhall 

| | be 


[!] From Fackſon's ConsT1TuTIONs of the Americanindependant States, 


1 


be hurt, moleſted, or reſtrained, in his perſon, liberty, or ęſtate, for 
evorſhipping Gop in the manner and ſeaſon moſt agreeable to the dictates 
of his own conſcience ; or for his religious profeſſion or ſentiments : pro- 
vided he doth not diflurb the public peace, or obſtruct others in their 
religious worſhip,”? 


Ar. III... Je ſeveral towns, pariſhes, precincts, 
and all other bodies politic, or religious ſocieties, Mall, at all times, have 
the excluſive right of elefling their public Teachers, and of contracting 
with them for their ſupport and maintenance. And all monies paid by 
the ſubjef to the ſupport of public Worſhip, and of the public Teachers 
aforeſaid, ſhall, if he require it, be uniformly applied to the ſupport of 
the public Teacher or Teachers of his own religious ſect or denomination, 
provided there be any on whoſe inſiructions he attends ; otherwiſe it may 
be paid towards the ſupport of the Teacher or Teachers of the Pariſh or 
Precinct in which the ſaid monies are raiſed. 

And every denomination of Chriſtians[m] demeaning themſelves peace- 
ably, and as good Subjects of the Commonwealth, ſhall be equally under 
the protection of the Law: and no ſubordination of one ſef, or denomi- 
nation to another, ſhall ever be eſtabliſhed by Law,” | 
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Tas State adopted, as the Baſis of its Civil Conſtitution, the 
Charter of the 15th C. II.; by which it is provided, That “No 
PERSON WITHIN THE SAID COLONY AT ANY TIME HEREAFTER 
SHALL BE ANY WISE MOLESTED, PUNISHED, DISQUIETED, OR 
CALLED IN QUESTION FOR ANY DIFFERENCES OF OPINION IN 
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MATTERS OF RELIGION, WHO DO NOT ACTUALLY DISTURB 3) 
THE CIVIL PEACE OF THE $AID CoLONY.” Y | 
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I] Fox the eſſential juſtneſs of this clauſe, it ought to have run; And 


all perſons, whatſoever Opinions concerning on they may profeſs.” See 
Price en the American Revolution, 


-_ . 


88 —— 
. TE * "x * Fa 
E * — 
OD It: 
Rr re med 2 


1 
— — 
— 


— 


ns 
r 


"I" 
I OI 
a> 
2 
LID Le 
— — 


5 4 
- 7 — - 
3 — 


— 
e jo ry a — 
n N 5 
— 7 by 


G * 
_—_— 4 
_ \ FFF ͤ—— #5 won ALE 
a 8 — r 22 22 - 24 Ore n+ * n 


3 2 - 
1 — 2 
— 5 45 26 1 
SI — 
r 
— — 


9 
— 
. 


<4. 4 
9 In 
EE \; A * 9 
- . — = 
— 1 f =” hey 


2 


I 


” 8 — 
OT i rg tc ——— IR 
by ” — = — 0 
3 P 


8 


3 


N EW T OR X. 
April 20, 1777. 


Art, XXXVIII. “ And cobercas we are required by the benevolent 
Principles of rational Liberty, not only to expel civil Tyranny, but alſo 
to guard againſt that ſpiritual oppreſſion and intolerance, wherewith the 
Bigotry aud Ambition of weak and wicked Prieſts and P rinces, hace 
ſcourged mankind; this Convention doth further, in the name and by 
the authority of the good People of this State, ordain, determine, and ve- 
clare, that the free exerciſe and enjoyment of religious Profeſſion aud 
Worſhip, without diſcrimination or preference, ſhall for ever hereafter 
be allowed within this State TO ALL MANKIND. Provided, that 
the Liberty of Conſcience hereby granted, ſhall not be ſo conſirucd as to 
excuſe Acts of Licentiouſneſs, or juſtify practices inconſiſtent with the 
peace and ſafety of this State. 


NR WIE RS E F. 


Ak r. XVIII. © That no perſon ſhall ever, within this Colony, be 
deprivea of the ineftimable privilege of worſhipping Almighty Gov, in 
a manner agreeable to the diftates of his own conſcience; NOR, UNDER 
ANY PRETENCE «<vhatever, compelled to attend any place of Worſhip 
contrary to his own faith and judgment : nor ſhall any perſon, within 


this Colony, ever be obliged to pay Tythes|n |, Taxes, or any other Rates, 
| | for 


L-] Wir regard to Tythes, it is certain, one great difference prevailed in 
this Iſland formerly: it being obſerved by B/ackftone, that «© we find the diſtinc- 
tion of Pariſhes ſo early as the Laws of King Edgar, about the year 970. Before 
that time the conſecration of Tythes was, in gencral, arbitrary; that is, every 
man paid his own to what Church or Pariſh he pleaſed,” Comment, Intrad. 
Se. IV. 


FJ 


for the purpoſe of building or repairing any other church or churches, 
place or places of Worſhip, or for the maintenance of any Minifler or 
Minifiry, contrary to what he believes to be right, or has deliberately or 
voluntarily engaged himſelf to pe, form.“ 


Ak r. XIX. That there ſhall be no eftabliſment of any one religious 
Sect in this Province, in preference to another: and that no Proteſ/ant 
inhavitant of this Colony ſhall be denied the enjoyment of any Civil Right, 
merely on account of his religions principles: but that all perſons profeſſing a 

belief in the faith of any Proteftant Seft[ o], who ſhall demean themſelves 
peaceavly under the Government as hereby efeabliſhed, ſhall be capable to 
be elected into any office of profit or truſt, or of veing a member of either 
branch of the Leg: /lature, and ſhall fully and freely enjoy every privi- 
lege and immunity eajoyed by others their fellow-[ubjects,” 
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Ak r. II. That all Men have à natural and unalienable right to | 71 0 
f 9 

wwor/hip Almighty God, according to the dictates of their own conſci- 1 
* TH 3 

ences and underſtanding: and that no man ought, or, of right, can be 5 bs 
4 ns 
compelled to attend any religions Worſrip; or erect or ſupport any place 11 i; 
of Worſhip; or maintain any Miniſtry contrary to, or againſt his oxvn | 444 
. . PS 
free will and conſent : nor can any man who acknowvleges the Being of a # 
Govp{p], ve juſtly deprived or abriged of any civil right as a citizen, on fi 1 
1 

account | 7 #00 
[9] Turs is a more enlarged Toleration than European Policy, has yet, in almoſt a | 


— 


in any inſtance, admitted: but perfect conſiſtency would not confine it to Pro- 
teſtants; or to any Syſtem of Religion. 
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[p] Tnx ſame remark applies here: and yet more ſtropgly to the General Teſt, 


. : 0 

No X. of the Plan, for Admiſſion into the Houſe of Repreſentatives; as this adds 1 k 

a a belief, that the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament are of divine inſpi- bY 1 
. 2227 * 

ration: a profeſſion, which, in either of its branches---that of the divine ex- 64 | 


iſtence, 
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11 
account of his religious Sentiments, or peculiar Mode of religious Mor- 
ſhip: and that no authority can, or ought to be veſted in, or aſſumed 
by, any poxver whativer, that ſhall, in any caſe, interfere with, or 


in any manner controul the right of Conſcience, in the free exerciſe of 
religious Worſhip.” 


WP ELD =D 


DELAWARE. 
Seßt. 20, 1776. 


Akr. II. That all men have a natural and unalienable right,” 
&c. as in the preceding Article of the Pensylvanian Code. 


AR r. III.“ That all perſons profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion our 
FOR EVER TO ENJOY EQUAL RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES 2 this 
State : unleſs, under color of * any man diſturb the peace, the 


happineſs, or ſafety of ſociety.” 


Axr. XXIX. That there ſhall be no eſtabliſhment of any religious 
Sed in this State in preference to another.“ 


WD UDP = OO) 


MARYLAND. 
Aug. 14, 1776. 


In the admirable declaration of this State, which is remarkably 
full, circumſtantiated, and pointed to great objects of conſtitutional 


Tg 


iſtence, or the ſecondary of revelation---no Community hath a right to impoſe, or or 
ſo much as an intereſt to demand, as the condition of admiſſibility to civil truſts ; 
it may make hypocrites, but neither believers nor good CItIZens : nor can it ex- 
_ clude improper, or ſecure proper Repreſentatives. 
Tux Delaware is ſtill worſe: requiring a formal 88 of aſſent to the 
Trinitarian doctrine, as a condition of becoming a member of either Houſe, 


L291 
right and ſecurity ; the under-mentioned Article relates to religious 
Liberty.— 


Ar. XXXIII. « That as it is the duty of every man to worſhip Gor 

in ſuch manner as he thinks moſt acceptable to him; all perſons profeſſing the 
Chriſtian Religion, are equally entitled to protection in their religious Liber- 
ty: wherefore, no perſon ought by any Law, to be moleled in his perſon or 
eftate, on account of his religious perſuaſion or profeſſion ; or for his reli- 
gious practice: unleſs, under color of Religion, any man ſhall difturb the 
good order, peace or ſaſety of the State, or ſhall infringe[q] the laws of 
morality, or injure others in their natural, civil, or religious Rights : 
nor ought any perſon to be compelled to frequent, or maintain, or contri- 
bute, unleſs on contract, to maintain any particular place of Worſhip, or 


any particular Miniftry: yet the Legiſlature may, in their diſcretion, lay 


a general and equal Tax, for the ſupport of the Chriſtian Religion: leaving 
to each individual, the power of appointing the payment over of the 
money collected from him, to the ſupport of any particular place of Wore 
Jhip, or Minifter, or for the benefit of the Poor of his own denomination ; 
or the Poor, in general, of any particular County, But the Churches, 
Chapels, Glebes, and all other property now belonging to the Church of 
England, ought to remain to the Church of England for ever,” 


TE Article XXXV. requires, or, however, admits as requi- 
rable for admiſſion to Office of Civil Truſt, a declaration to the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. And Article LV. of the Conſti- 
tution, preſcribing the Civil Sanction of Fidelity to the State, in- 
cautiouſly ſubjoins a requiſition in the ſame general terms as the 
preliminary Article. 


Dre 


NORT H- CAROLIN A. 
Dec. 18, 1786. 
Tas plan includes, as one of the fundamental principles of the 
. Freat 


[2ITuꝛs Clauſe is certainly vague, and open to oppreſſive conſtruction: all that 
can come under the legal puniſhment to be inflicted by a State, is expreſſed in 
the preceding and ſubſequent Clauſes, | 
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( 8 ] 
great ſocial compact, recognized in forming of the new Conſtitu- 
tion, this important Truth 


Ax r. XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienable right, to 
«vor/hip Almighty Go p according to the diftates of their own Conſcience.” 


In the actual application of theſe principles to practice, a ſuffi- 
cient attention has failed of being paid to this fimple and eſſential 
Rule: this, I fear, will be too apparent on viewing, with imparti- 
ality, Article XXXII. of the Form of Government. 


[r!“ That no perſon who ſhall deny the Being of a God, or the truth 
of the Proteſtant Religion, or the divine authority either of the Old or 
New Teftlament ; or, «vho ſhall hold religious principles incompatible with 
the Freedom and Safety of the State, hall be capable of holding any f- 
Ace, or place of truft or profit in the civil department within this State.“ 


SOUTH. 


[I Ir is amazing it ſhould not ſtrike the framers of this Article, that it is not 
only inapplicable to juſt political utility, but ineffective of its own object, as a 
religious Teſt. It ſecures the acknowlegement of a Being, whom the ſubſcriber 
ſubmits to call by the name required : but it ſecures nothing as to the different 
and even repugnant ideas, which various perſons may annex to that Name. Some 
may have no farther idea than that of a partial Being, delighting in perſecution, 
and having favorites, without any regard to their ſocial uſeſulneſs, or internal 
principles. Where the ſanftion of the all-wiſe and beneficent has been uſurped 
as a civil Teſt, it has been on principles not, for the moſt part, perhaps, origi- 
nally ſo depraved as theſe ; but terminating, naturally, in eſtabliſhing theſe miſ- 
chievous apprchenſions. With regard to the Scriptures, what does the State gain 
by exacting an acknowlegement of their Divine Authority? Not honor, certain- 
ly, to the Scriptures : that depends on the moſt unbiaſſed acceptance of them, on 
fair evidence, extrinſic and internal : not ſecurity to the State, which is the only 
legitimate motive to be pleaded ſor the exaction; for, how is the State ſecured 
by making itſelf the compulſory confeſſor of its citizens? Wherever there is ho- 
neſty and love of the public, there is a good citizen, whatever be his Creed. And 
then, as to holding religious principles incompatible with the ſaſety of the State, 
Bigotry or Prieſtcraft would ſeize ſuch a pretence. The moſt indifferent ſpecula- 
tions in Religion, if oppoſite to their own, are, with them, always dangerous to 
the State. | | | 


e N. 


March 19, 1778. 


I this State by the new Conſtitution, Art. XIII. amongſt the 
qualifications of Electors, for Members of the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, or Senate, is that of ** acknorwleging the Being of a GOD, 
end belief in a Future State of rewards and puniſhments.”? 


Tuts Article, if rigutly printed, ſeems to include, by the /ade- 
finite prefixed, all perſons, who, with any notions of a governing 
nature, combine any expectation of ſome ſtate falling under their 
idea of reward or puniſhment, for ſuch condaR as they may appre· 
hend to be acceptable, or an object of penal interpoſition. Now 
within this deſcription may tail many opinions, which have no 


beneficial reference to ſociety; many, of even a prejudicial ten- 


dency ; but none that can poſſibly on the ground of his belief 
or diſbeliet, in theſe points, properly decide his admiſſability to 
the exerciie of political Truſt, in ſuch proportion as his fellow- 
citizens, judging of his qualiſications for their ſervice, may eſteem 
expedient. | | 


Tux Conſtitution of this State farther preſcribes, ** That no per/om 
Hall be eligible to fit in the Houſe of Repreſentatives, unleſs he be of the 
Proteſtant Religion. 


Ax r. XXXVIII. provides, “ That all perſons and religious ſocie- 


ties who acknowlege there is fone GoD, and a Future State of reward, 


| and puniſhments, and that Gop is publickly to be wworfhipped, Shall be 


freely tolerated.”? 


Tars certainly goes much farther than our Syſtem of Toleration 
in Zngland, but is yet abundantly ſhort of the truly juſt and 
conſiſtent plan. It implies thoſe who are unhappy enough, not to 
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ſec the evidence for the exiſtence of the Deity, in conjunction with 
the proſpect of a Future State, ſhall not be tolerated ; ſhall be li- 
able to be puniſhed. It might even, in time, be extended on to 
thoſe who think, under the divine diſpenſation, all which is com- 
monly involved in the term puniſhment or reward, falls in reality 
under the idea of means to ultimate perfection and happineſs of the 
individual, as well as of the whole. Theſe might be conftrued, to 
have denied a ſtate of rewards and puniſhments. The hiſtory of 
Political Theology comprehends inſtances too numerous of con- 
ſtructions, yet more forced, reaching to the moſt diſgraceful and 

cruel abſurdities. | 5 


Ir then proceeds, —“ The Chriſtian Proteſtant Religion ſhall be 
deemed, and is hereby conſtituted and declared the eflabliſhed Religion of 
the State. — Vet it is certain, that in any ſenſe applicable to its 
nature, no Religion 1s, or can be eſtabliſhed by any articles of po- 
litical confederation. Oral or written terms of profeſſion, ceremo- 
nies, external acts relative to religious ſyſtems, may of fact, though 
not expediently or rightfully, be eſtabliſhed by political articles. To 
theſe, Societies may annex benefits ; and to the omiſſion of them, 
it may afhx excluſions of a civil nature ; and which, therefore, pro- 
perly belong only to the points of civil intercourſe. Religion is not 
only out of their Juriſdiction , but beyond the reach of their in- 
formatien, If a Fanatic, under plea of Religion, rob or murder, 
he is puniſhable for the ſocial injury, ſuppoſing him not inſane. All 
things muſt be defended or oppoſed by a force analogous to their 
nature. Wrong reaſonings and perverſe opinions by the free ex- 
erciſe of good ſenſe, candor, and benevolence, in arguing againſt 
them; the external force of individuals, by the ſuperior external 
force of a well regulated ſociety. Opinions are no more the ſubject 
of coercive Law, than robbery and murder, are of mere Argumen- 
tation. When will it be univerſally admitted in the practice of 
ſocieties, that a Man's Faith is to himſelf ; his civil Character the 
meaſure (according to known, free, and equal Laws) of his civil 
Participations and Reſponſibility. Whatever is true and valuable 
in Religion, whatever is juſt and beneficial in civil Inſtitutions, calls 
for the practical adoption of this Truth. 07 

A 5 _ GEORGIA, 


GEORGIA. 
Feb. 57 1777. 
Ax r. LVI. All perſons whatever ſhall have the free exerciſe of 
their Religion, provided it be not repugnant to the Peace and Safety of 


the State ; and ſhall not, unleſs by conſent, ſupport any Teacher or Teach- 
ers, except thoſe of their own profeſſion.®? 


Taz Repreſentatives (by Art. VI.) are required to be of the 


Proteſtant Religion, 


THERE appears no other Article in this Form, that makes any 
particular religious profeſhon a civil qualification, 


Treg LVI. Article ſhould have run ſomewhat in this manner :— 
All perſons ſhall have the free exerciſe of their Religion; remaining 
ſubject to the Laws reſpecting their civil conduct: and no profeſſions 
of Faith, religious ceremonies, ſubſcriptions or acquieſcences to any 
religious doctrine ſhall be required of any, as the condition of his 
admiſſibility to civil Truſt ; or in any way affect his enjoyment of 
any civil Rights or Privileges.” 


VIRGINIA. 


Tuls State, which may rather be regretted, hath not introduced 
its Form of Government with any declaration of general principles. 
Neither has it made mention in its original Frame of any, either 
Toleration or Teſt. But through the hands of the worthy Repre- 
ſentative of a diſtinguiſhed Promoter of civil and religious Free- 


_, who, ſome years paſt, imparted, with generous ardor, to 


; M ij America, 
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184 J 
America, and to various other Countries, the Works of the great 
Champions for the Rights of Mankind, and of the great Improvers 


of uſeful Science, I am favored with the following very intereſting 
communication. 


Ax ExTRACT from an Acr for eſtabliſhing REL1610Us FREE- 
pon; paſſed in the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the STATES of 
V1iRGINIA, 1786.” | | 


— — 


& Whereas Almighty Gop has created the mind of man free, all 
attempts to injiuence it, by temporal puniſhments or burthens, or by civil | 
zncapacitations, tend only to beget habits of hypocriſy and meanne/s, and 
are a departure from the flan of the Holy Author of our Religion 
That the impious preſumption of Legiſiators and Rulers, civil as well as 
ecclefaſiical (who, being themſelves but fallible and uninſpired men, have 
aſſumed dominion over the Faith of ethers; ſitting up their own opinions 
and modes of thinking as the only true and infallible; and, as ſuch, eu- 
deavoring to impoſe them on others), hath eff abliſhed and maintained falſe 
Keligious over the greateſt fart of the <vorld, and through all times. 


© That to compel a man to furniſh contributions of money for the pro- 
fagation of opinions which he dijbeliewves, is ſinful and tyrannical ; and 
that forcing him to ſupport this or that Teacher of Lis own religious perſua- 
fron, is depriving him of that comfortable liberty of giving his contribu- 
tions to theſe, whoſe morals he would make his pattern, and whoſe power 
he feels moff perſuaſive to righteouſneſs; and is withdrawing from the 
Miniſtry thoſe temporary regards which, proceeding fi em an aptrobatien 
of their perſonal conduct, are an addi tional incitement to (arneft and un- 
remitting labours for the inſiruction of mankind, 


* That our civil Rights have no dependence on our religious Opinions, 
any more than on our opinions in thyſics or geometry: that, therefore, the 
proſcribing a citizen as unworthy the public confidence, by laying upon 
him an incafacity of being called to offices of truſt and emolument unleſs 
he profeſſes or renounces this or that religious Opinion, is depriving bim, 
mjuriouſly, of thoſe privileges. and advantages to which, in common with 

oy | | | his 


i WP] 
bis fellow-citizens, he has a natural right. That it trends only to corrupt 
the principles of that very Religion it is meant to encourage : by bribing 
with a monopoly of worldly honors and emoluments, thoſe who æbill exter- 
aally profeſs and conform to it. That though, indeed, thoſe are criminal 


who do not withſtand the temptation, yet, neither are thoſe innocent who 
lay the bait in their way. 


% That to ſuffer the civil Magiſtrate to intrude his powers into the 
field of Opinion, and to reſtrain the profeſſion or propogation of princi- 
ples, ON SUPPOSITION OF THEIR ILL TENDENCY, 2s a dangerous 


— 
= — 


. a 1 6 F ; 4 141 
fallacy, which, at once, deſtroys all religious Liberty: becauſe, he, being 10 9 
. . . #4 | Sy 11 
of courſe, judge of that tendency, will make his opinions the rule of 1 1 
judgment; and will approve or condemn the ſcatiments of others, only as 1 | 
they ſhall ſquare with, or differ from bis own. 1 
| 1 FR 
„ That it is time enough, for the rightful purpoſes of civil Gomerne 3 an 
enent, for its officers to interfere, when Principals breas into overt Acts BY ] 
againſ? peace and good order. | 1 
And, finally, That TRUTH is great and will prevail if leſt to * 
90 


— 
— 
* 


herſelf: that SHE Is THE PROPER AND SUFFICIENT ANTAGONIST 
ro ERROR, and has nothing to fear from the conflict; unleſs, by 
human interpofition, diſarmed of her natural weapons FREE AR» 
GUMENT and DEBATE : Errors ceaſing to be dangerous, when it is wit 
f permitted freely to contradict them, | | bo: 
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4% BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED, BY THE GENERAL Ass EM- 
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Ne ay 1 

BLY, That no man ſhall be compelled to frequent or /upport any religious 1 
Worſhip, Place, or Miniſtry ewhatſocver ; nor fhail be enforced, referains 1 
ed, molaſted, or burthened in his body or goods ; nor ſhalt otherwiſe /ufter 5 


on account of his religious Opinions or Helicf: but that all men ſhall be 
free to profeſs, and, by argument, to maintain their Ofinions in matters 17 
of Religion: and THAT THE SAME SHALL IN NO WISE DIMINISH, \* 
ENLARGE, OR AFFECT THEIR CIVIL CAPACITIES, 
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& 4nd although we know, that this A7mbly, elected by the People | 
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For the or ainary purpoſes of Leg Nation only, have no hover to refirain the 770 
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AF of ſucceeding Aſſemblies, conflituted avi th powers equal to our own, and 
that, therefore, to declare this At irrevocable, avould be of no effect in 
Law, yet wwe are free to declare, and do declare THAT THE RIGHTS 
HEREBY ASSERTED, are of the NATURAL RIGHTS OF MANKIND : 
and that if any Act. ſhall be hereafter paſſed to repeal the preſent, or to 


RArrOU iti operations, ſuch Act will be an infringement N NATURAL 
RIGHr.““ 


Wirn the above came the ſubjoined Extract from 5 


(Tus RIGH T-HAND or FELLOWSHIP, 
By THE REV. Mn. BARN ARD; SalEM : 
Ar Tue OR DIN ATION or THE REV. Mr. MK E E N, IN 


BEVERLY, MASSACHUSETS, 1788.“ 


_———e——— — — 


e Right-hand of Fellowſhip practiſed by the Apoſtles, expreſſes 
Full Equality between the Miniſters of Keligion, and the Societies with 
which they are connected. 


Me avill place in near proſpect before our minds human nature, and 
the ſeries of events fince lofty views of Precedency aroſe in the Chriſtian 
Church : and enquire, whether EQUALITY or INEQUALITY between 
 ehurches, repreſents the Chriſtian Religion in the juſteſt and moſt amiable | 
light; and moff promotes the tranquillity and 1 of the great com- 
pay of #refeſors. 


* EQUALITY mot only pleaſes the mind of man and gratifies his feel. 
ingo, but ſu ſpends the exerciſe of thoſe malignant paſſions which torment 
him, whenever indulged; and urge him to revenge and injury upon every 
object which excites them: Its divine influence upon religious, parties has 
been abundantly proved by caperiment.— In thoſe countries where UNI- 
VERSAL TOLERATION ig enjoyed, without invidious diftinftions, the 


various 


* 


” 
-—- . A. 


2: 64: E | * . 6 | : 2 5 2 tk ths hs ' ; 
various Sefts live together like brethren ; and exhibit, in their conduet 


© INEQUALITY has @ very different operation, and introduces a wery. 
different ſcene, The moment a particular Church is exalted above thoſe 
around her, ſhe is actuated by the ſpirit of power, whoſe governing ob- 
eck is univerſal dominion ; and is chagrined and miſerable if every tongue 


does not confeſs, and every knee bow to her authority :=How does ſhe 


endeavor to accompliſh her favorite purpoſes, amidſt a variety of ſenti- 
ments, which will ever prevail amongst men, upon ſubjefts of magni- 
tude, She inſpires into all her children a contempt of thoſe who refift her 
claims ;—attaches to them all civil diſtinctions, to render the oppoſition 
of her enemies inefficacious ;—or, flrengthencd <vith the arm of the Magi/- 
trate, ſhe condemns them in the moſt opprobrious terms, aud hy cruel 
meaſures, ſilences or exterm! nates them, 


* Perhaps in all Hiſtory we cannot produce an example of a Sove- 
reign Church yielding up her fanciful ideas of UxIFORMITY, and 
eftabliſhing the mild doctriues of EQUALITY and TOLERATION, 20 
obliged by the ſuperior number of thoſe who deny her Furiſdifion, and the 

influence of enlightened Stateſmen.—Perhaps to INEQUALITY, as the 
ultimate ſource, aue may attribute thoſe bitter calummes, enraged fare 
ties, and bloody perſecutions which have diſhonored the Chriſlian Name 


in every age ſince its riſe, 


* People highly favored of the Lord! Ye only ſec the Period, which 
the wiſeft and beft men in every age of Chriſiiauity have wiſhed to ſec, 
but have been denied the privilege ! Ye only ſee this intereſting. ſentence a 
fundamental maxim of your civil Government—NO $UBORDINATION 
OF ANY ONE SECT OR DENOMINATION TO ANOTHER, SHALL 
EVER BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW | | 


* Ye only enjoy the diſlinguiſhing Felicity LJ of thinking for yours 
| ſebves, 


[-]“ Rard temperum felicitate, wht ſeniire uæ voir, et que Jentias dicert licet.“ 
Tac. Hiſt. j | 
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| ſelves, and expreſſing your ſentiments unawed by penal flatutes ; operating 
to the loſs of civil Privileges, Fortunes, and Liwes ! 


I nav to obſerve on a provifion in ſeveral of the American 
Conſtitutions, which I think erroneous ;—* That no Minifter of 
Religion ſhall be a Member of the Legiſlative.” I queſtion the expe- 
dience, or juſtifiable authority of excluding any order of citizens 
from the ſervice of the State, in its great Councils. It tends to 
eſtabliſh evils very ſimilar to thofe of Monaftici/m ;—a temper either 
inert in all reſpects, or hoſtile to thoſe intereſts of ſociety, from which 
its Members are excluded. The narrow and reſentful partiality, 
improperly called Z/þrit de Corps, (being a very different principle 
from the generous attachment to ones profeſſion, as ſubſervient to 
the public welfare) is fatally fomented by ſuch excluſions. Church- 
men cannot have too little civil power or political pre-eminence 
annexed to their profeſſion : but where no Hierarchy is permitted, 
they are no longer, by the Terms of their Eſtabliſhment, oppoſite. 
to civil Freedom: but as their talents, opportunities and inclina- 
tion may permit, ſhould be allowed to act in thoſe places of civil 
truſt, (not as they ſhall ſolicit, or hold as appendages of their religi- 
ous Functions, but) to which the voice of their fellow-citizens may 
ſee reaſon to call them. Not that I ſay it is expedient or probable 
they ſhould be often choſen : but I think it inexpedient and injuſt 
they ſhould be neceſſarily excluded, 


1 wit now finiſh theſe Obſervations and Extracts with a paſſage 
from the z/luftrious MILTON ; (I call him fo, by the trueſt title, for 
the moſt various, unwearied exerciſe of the ſublimeſt talents to the 
beit ends) which I think briefly comprehenſive of all the ſources of 
religious Corruptions in a State. 


% Tavo things there be, which have been ever found working much 
miſchief to the Church of God, and the advancement of Truth: Force, 
on one fide, reſtraining ; and Hire, on the other fide, corrupting the Teach- 

ers thereof. Treat, of Civ. P. in Ecclef, Cauſ. 


A SKETCH. 


19 Þ 


S 07-701 LL 4-F-E 


O F 


Far HER PAUL or VENICE. 


He was born at Fence 1552, of FRANCIS 
SARPI, a Merchant, whoſe Anceſtors came from 
FRIULI; and IsaBELLA MoRELL1, a Venetian. 
He was baptized by the name of PETER; which, 


afterwards, upon entering his Order (on which 


occaſion it is cuſtomary to aſſume a new name) he 
changed for that of PAUL. His Father dying, his 
Uncle, Ambraſio Morelli, prieſt of the collegiate 
church of St. Hermagoras, took him and a Siſter 
under his own care; and their Mother retreated 
to a convent. The ſkill of Amro in polite 
5 N litera- 
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literature was celebrated; and he had the inſtruc- 
tion of ſeveral children of the noble Venetians it 
was a felicity ſuitable to the indications we diſco- 
ver of the generous and humane Ambraſio, that of 
all his pupils this Nephew was deſtined to do his 
memory the moſt diſtinguiſhed honor. Quickneſs 
of apprehenfion,---ſtrength of memory, ---ſolidity 
of judgment, were the early characteriſtics of the 
genius of Paul. Under Giov. Maria Capella he 
ſtudied in philoſophy and divinity, with the ma- 
thematics, the Greek and Hebrew. Capella is 
ſaid to have boaſted, with the zeal of an ingenuous 
and benevolent mind, that he had in this youth, a 
ſcholar capable of being his maſter: and is belie- 
ved to have been the cauſe of his entering into the 
Order of Servites; the habit of which he took the 
24th of November, 1 566, and made his ſolemn 
| profeſſion the roth of May, 1572. 


His fame ſoon ſpread over Iraly. The Pope 
Srxtus Quintus, a ſevere and penetrating Judge, 
Urban VIII. the Duke of Mantua, and other 
perſons of eminerce vied in their attentions to- 
wards his riſing merit. Pinelli, Aquapendente, and 
others of the eminently learned were his friends. 
Moreri ſays, -“ they ere aſtoniſhed that a young 
man of a delicate and very tender conſtitution, ſhould 
| polfeſs fuch a depth and variety of knowlege.” 
g 3 | Por 


1 
For, beſides the languages and ſciences already 
mentioned, he was excellently verſed in hiſtory; 
he had read all the beſt authors ;---he had made 
great proficiency in law and phyſic,---botany and 
mineralogy: and all theſe qualifications were ſup- 


ported by great modeſty,---perfe& diſintereſted- 


neſs,---a ſincere and rational piety. 


H was accordingly judged deſerving of the 
principal charges of his Order ; being appointed 
Provincial at the age of twenty-ſix : a diſtinction 
then unexampled amongſt the Servites at fo early 
a period: other honorary and important truſts were, 
about the ſame time, conferred on him; ſuch was 
the eſtimation of his abilities and integrity. It 1s 
not improper to remark how early the ſtorm roſe 
againſt him, which was to ſubſide only when death 
had ſet him out of the reach of the blaſts of envy, 
and the lightnings of perſecution. Before he left 
Mantua, where he was Chaplain to the Duke, and 
Reader of canon and civil law in the Cathedral, 
one Claudio accuſed him to the Inquiſition of he- 
reſy, for having denied that the doctrine of the 
Trinity could be proved from the firſt chapter of 
Geneſis. We are told that Paul appealed to Rome, 
was honorably acquitted, and the Inquiſitor repri- 
manded, for preſuming to determine on the force 
of words in a language he did not underſtand. Paul 
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11 J 
was at this time, it ſhould ſeem, little more than 


ABouT. his twenty-ſeventh year (1579) in a 
general council held at Parma, he was appoint- 
ed, with two others, to draw up new rules 
and regulations for his Order. This employment 
called him to Rome, and introduced him to the 
Cardinal Alexander F — 1 and other great per- 
ſonages. 


H1s charge as Provincial being terminated, he 
enjoyed three years of retirement and philoſophical 
inveſtigation; employing himſelf, chiefly, in the 

farther purſuit of natural philoſophy and anatomy. 


He was next called forth as Procurator General 
of his Order: and in this capacity, the Pope, Sixtus 
V. the Cardinal Bellar mine, and Cardinal Caſtegna, 
afterwards Urban VII. manifeſted their high ſenſe 
of his talents, and he aſſiſted by his counſel on 
queſtions of great importance. A pretended friend, 
who had corrupt motives for this advice, recom- 
mended to him to ſtay at Rome, as the certain road 
to the advancement of his fortune: to which Paul 
returned an anſwer in cypher: that © at Rome 
there was no advancing himſelf but by ſcandalous 
means; and, that far from valuing the dignities there, 


he 
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LL 93 3 
he held them in the utmoſt abomination.” This anſwer 
was afterwards treacherouſly divulged, and pro- 
duced ſeveral embittered attacks; which, how- 
ever, the revered virtue of Pau/ ſurmounted : but 
though he could not be ſunk, he was toſſed in 
theſe angry waves: and, as already has been re- 
marked, the Hierarchy, with its accuſtomed ſpi- 
rit, never could forgive ſentiments that ſhook the 
foundations of its grandeur. However, after his 


triennial ſervice as Procurator, his return to Ve- 


nice, agreeable to his reſolutions, allowed him 
ſome interval of learned eaſe ; and mindful of the 
precarious brevity of life, and the extent of its 
offices, he commenced his literary exerciſes with 


the riſing of the fun. 


ABOUT 1602, when he was now fifty, the great 
conflict began between Paul V. and the Re- 


public of Venice, Whoſe Counſellor he then was. 


The diſpute had commenced in the Pontificate of 
Clement VIII. but Paul required abſolute obedi- 


ence without diſpute. The Republic had paſſed 
two laws to correct the abuſes of the Clergy. 


Hence the ſtruggle between the Juriſdiction of the 
State, and the exemptive Sovereignty arrogated in 


behalf of Eccleſiaſtics by the Pope. 


Pau: contending for the Rights and Freedom 
of 
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6f his County, and, effectively, indeed, of political 
Society in general, publiſhed about 1606, various 
tracts in their defence. It is doubted whether 
that entitled The Rights of Sovereign be his, at 


leaſt in the form and compoſition of it. The chief 


undiſputed performance is, the Confiderations on 
the Cenſure of Paul Y.“ In the year juſt menti- 
oned the Council of Venice paſſed this decree--- 


« Tas religious, of pious memory, Paul of Venice, 
of the Order of Servites, continuing, with ſingular 
courage, to perform to our Signory the beſt ſervices, 
as is well known, it is juſt to declare, that he, moſt 
eminently by his writings, full of profound learn- 
ing, fuſtameth on the firmeſt foundations, the ſtrength 


and validity of our cauſe, in which the Republic is 


at preſent engaged with the Court of Rome ; pre- 
ferring our fervice and ſatigfaction, to any his par- 
ticular and important reſpetts. And, it being juſt 
and reaſonable, and worthy of the accuſtomed libe- 
rality of this Council, to provide the means whereby 
He may ſecure his life from any impendant peril; and 
that at the ſame time, his exigences may be ſupplied 
and this more eſpecially ſince he hath made no requeſt, 
but rather ſheweth himſelf averſe to any acknowlege- 
ment which may be deſigned towards him; {ſuch is his 
modeſtly, and ſo great his defire to manifeſt that no 
gretenſi ons of reward, but his ſole devotion t6 the 
Phys | Republic, 


5 


Republic, and the juſtice of the cauſe move him ts 
exert himſelf, with ſuch earneſineſs and fatigue, in 
our ſervice} Be it therefore ordered, that to the 
ſtipend which on the 28th of January laſt, was 
aſſigned to the ſaid religious, of pious memory, Paul 
of Venice, being two hundred ducats per annum, 
be added an augmentation of other two hundred 
ducats; fo that in future, he receive four hundred 
ducats: to the intent, that, conſoled by this ſponta- 
neous and affeftionate demonſtration of the public 
efteem, he may, with the greater ardor, continue his 
good and devoted ſervices, and may the better provide 
for the ſecurity of his hife.” 


Tu Ar life, however, notwithſtanding the ge- 
nerous care of the Republic, was not ſo to be 
protected. In 1607, after Venice, by the media- 

tion of France, the truly great Henry IV. then 
reigning, had adjuſted her diſputes with Rome, the 
firſt attack, in the direct mode of aſſaſſination, 
was made on the life of Father Paul. He was 
beſet in the evening, near his Convent, by five 
Aſlaſſins, who ſtabbed him in many places, and 
left him as they had ample reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
dead. He recovered under the care of Aquapen- 
dente, who attended him at the public charge; and 
to whom, when ſpeaking of the depth of the 
wound, he replied with a pleaſantry very expreſſive 
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96 J 
of the fortitude, mildneſs, and virtuous chearfuls 
* of his temper. 


| Tur crime has been generally imputed to the 
Jeſuits; though no poſitive diſcovery of its abet- 
tors appears to have been made. The Ruffians 
were traced, by the Embaſſador of Venice, to Rome: 
where they are ſaid, to have been well received at 
firſt, but failing afterwards in their expected re- 
wards, to have periſhed in miſery and want. The Ve- 
etiann Senate, as they had the higheſt cauſe, nobly 
expreſſed their ſenſe of the virtue of a Monk, thus 
intrepidly maintaining the independence of the 
Community, againſt the ſeparate claims of the 
Church. They again doubled his ſtipend, and 
entreated him to chuſe a public reſidence for his 
greater ſafety. But he quitted not his cell, nor 
receded from his generous toils, of which the 
| compoſition of his Hiſtory of the Council of 
TRENT,” is, among various others, an illuſtri- 
ous demonſtration, Well might he purſue, amid 
calumny and danger, his glorious track; conſtant 
and tranquil, though informed of different machi- 
nations againſt his perſon !- to theſe intelligences 
he calmly anſwered, that 79 man lives well who 
is too anxious for the preſervation of his life. In 
1609, another conſpiracy was formed, by ſome 
— of his Convent, to murder him in his 
| ſleep ; 


F 


ſleep; but was timely detected: and the good 
man earneſty ſolicited, as a reward for his endea- 
vors, the pardon of his intended Murderers: that 
neither his life ſhould be the ruin of any others, 
nor occaſion be given of ſcandal and diſhonor to 
Religion, by their public execution. In which laſt 
motive, perhaps, there was more of mildneſs and 

piety of heart, than of ſtrict reaſon. In 1619, his 
« Hiftory of the Council of TRENT” was pub- 
liſhed in England, by Antonio de Dominis, the 
Archbiſhop of Spalatro. To this publication 
Sir Henry Wotton (afterwards Provoſt of Eton 
and James I. appear to have been principally 
inſtrumental. 


In 1623 he was taken with a fever, which, in few 
days, terminated in his death. He feemed (like 
one lately taken from us, who much reſembled 
him in temper, genius, and various endowments ; 
for why may we not unite, with melancholy 
pleaſure, the name of SARP1 and that of JeBB?) 
deſirous of not diſquieting his friends, by diſco- 
vering any thing that implied a thought of dan- 
ger: and when Fulgentis, his neareſt friend and 
worthy biographer, faid to him, Father, yore 
make preparations as if you were to die within an 
hour, and yet you would hide your eftate from me, as 
if your infirmity would continue many months.” he 
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191 
anſwered wit c And why + ? Muſt we not always 
be prepares + * 


Tur Phyſician feeling his pulſe, told him it 
gave the indications of a flying life; and that it 
would fail him that night, and within few hours: 
he replied, with a ſerene chearfulneſs, BLESSED 
BE GOD! WHATSOEVER PLEASETH HIM 
PLEASETH MEK I 


MR. Hayley, from whom I have largely adopted 
paſſages, cloſes this part of the account in his 
valuable notes to that excellent poetic Eſſay on 
Hiſtory, with this emphatic remark :--- He 
prepared himſelf for approaching diſſolution with 
the moſt devout compoſure : and as the Liberty of 
| hs Country was the darling object of his exalted 
mind, he prayed for its preſervation with his laſt 
breath, in the two celebrated word“ ESTO 
PERPETUAT! 


His ſtature was low ; his head large ; his 
body lean : he had a wide forehead; on which 
the temporal artery was remarkably prominent: 


his 


* SIA lodato Iddio ;—me piace cioch” a lui piace. 


191 
his noſe long and even: his color pleaſing, with 
a becoming mixture of paleneſs : his neck flen- 
der : his eye-brows arched ; his eyes full, black, 
and lively: his beard thin: his aſpe& grave; but 


mild and engaging. 


He drank no wine till he was above thirty; and 
uſed to ſay, one of the things he repented was, 
that he had ever taſted any. Ile eat ſcarcely any 
thing except bread and fruits. Not only his 
conſtitution was naturally flight, but his intenſe 
ſtudies ſubjected him to frequent and violent diſ- 
orders; yet his temperance and equanimity pre- 
ſerved him to the age of ſeventy-one. 


He correſponded on terms of reciprocal friend- 
ſhip and eſteem, with many of the learned amongſt 
the Proteſtants : and appears to have been a friend 
to their cauſe; though not to that temper which 
early mixed with the purer and more conſiſtent 


principles that ſhould have governed the conduct 
of it. 


IT remains to add ſome teſtimonies of eminent 
men to this ſingular character. 


H is thus deſcribed by Baptiſia Porta : 
& None more learned, or of more comprehenſive 
3 diſcern. 


1 
diſcernment did I ever know : he was born for uni- 
verſal knowlege.” 


Sis Henry Wotton ſpeaks of him in theſe 
terms: Father Paul was the very pattern of 
of that precept, * the more learned the more bum 
ble;” * and enough alone to demonſirate, that know- 
lege well digeſted puffeth not up. Excellent in pofi= 
tive, excellent in ſebolaſtic and polemic druinity: a 
rare mathematician, even in the moſt abſtruſe parts 
thereof, as in algebra and the theorigues; and yet, 
withal, fo expert in the biſlory of plants, as if be 
had never peruſed any book but nature. Laſily, a 
great can oniſt ; which was the title of his ordinary 
ſervice with the State: and, certainly, in the time 
of the Pope's Interdict they had their principal light 
from him. He was of a quiet and ſettled temper, 
which made bim prompt in his counſels and anſ= 


aer R. 


AND the admirable Thuanus ſays of him, 
% Paul @ Servite, gave à particular defence under 
the title of Conſiderations : he being a perſon the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of any in this cauſe ; and Theolo- 

gian to the Republic. * n this Work, written with 
ET ES conſume 
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*A PI Ja 5 aral eſlos, ſays the fame learned writer, from 
Thucydides, | 


1 


conſummate prudence and moderation, the whole ori- 


gin and progreſs of the conteſt is repreſented; and 


whatever was done on either fide precipitately or 
officioufly, fully diſcloſed*.” & o. 


AND, afterwards, in mentioning the horrid 
attempt upon his life, and the concurrence of the 
Venetians with the Pope, in the ſuppreſſion, as 
far as poſſible, of the rumours excited by an act 
ſo atrocious, he ſubjoins,---** But of an event fo 
great, he ſpeaks of this violence, and the con- 
troverſy whence it aroſe) ** no man will jay, that 
it ꝛbas in human power to command filence, or to 
induce oblivion : and whether ſuch concealment night 
he conformable to the Divine Will, let thoſe reflect 
20 know that it has been the pleaſure of the Deity 
to tranſmit, firſt by his Prophets, and then by ſuc- 
ceeding writers, the memory, fo far uncorrupt as 
might be, of events from the foundation of the world: 
and ſo to diſpoſe, appoint, and, by unſearchable wiſe 
dom, ordain all things to His Glory, as not to ſuffer 


the truth of facts, which he has permitted to take. 


place, to be buried in aarkn:fs.” 


Dx. Robertſon has ſaid, ---* Father Paul, per- 
haps, 


__— 


— — — 


* Thuanus, ib, Cx XXVII. ad annum 1606. 
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baps, is the only perſon educated in a clgiſter, that ever 
was altogether ſuperior to its prejudices ; or, who 
viewed the tranſactions of men, and reaſoned concern- 
ing the intereſts of ſociety,uwith the enlarged ſentiments 
of a philoſopher, the diſcernment of a man converſant in 
affairs, and the hiberality of a gentleman.” Vol. III. 
b. vi. ch. v. p. 219, 8vo edit. 


MR. Hayley, in the notes already quoted, ob- 
ſerves, ---** there is a ſingular beauty in the charac- 
ter of Father Paul, which is not only uncommon in 
Bis profeſſion, but is rarely found in human nature. 
Though he paſſed a long hje in controverſy of the 
- moſt exaſperating kind, and was continually attacked 
in every manner malignity could ſuggeſt, both his 
writings and his heart appear perfectly free from a 
vindictive ſpirit ;---devoting all the powers of his 
mind to the defence of the public cauſe, be ſeemed 
entirely to forget the injuries that were perpetually 
offered to his own perſon ard reputation.” 


WII, then, might the eulogium of ſuch a 
man flow in theſe ſtrains 1 


*SARPI, left name from every foible clear; 
Not more to Science than to Virtue dear. 
Thy pen, thy life, of equal praiſe ſecure, 
Both a wy bold, and both Nane fore. 48 4 
Dat 
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| That Freedom bids me on thy merits dwell, 
Whoſe radiant form illum'd thy lettered cells 
Who to thy hand the nobleſt taſ affign'd 
That Earth can offer to an heavenly mind; 
With Reaſon's arms to guard invaded laws, 
And guide the pen of Truth in Freedom's cauſe. 
Too firm of heart at Danger's cry to ſloop, 

Not Lucre's flave, nor vain Ambition's dupe : 
Through length of days invariably the ſame, 
Thy Country's Liberty thy conſtant aim: 

For this thy ſpirit dar'd the Aſſaſſin's knife, 
That with repeated guilt purſued thy life: 

For this thy fervent and unwearted care 
Form d, &en in death, thy patriotic prayer: 
And while his ſhadsws on thine eye-lids hung,” 
* BE IT IMMORTAL®!'=-- © trembled on thy 


tongue,” 
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In alluſſon to this ſuòlime and affecting exclamation of Sarpi, is the 
r ubell known compliment in the end of one of the moral epiſtles. It is to be 
feared the occaſions of properly applying it to our Stateſmen within the laſt 
half-century, have not been ſo frequent as to render it the worſe for wear, 
The lines are theſe— 
„% And you, brave Cobham, to the lateſt breath, 
Shall feel your ruling paſſion ſtrong in death; 
Such, in thoſe moments, as in all the paſt,” 
O ſave my Country, Heacen ! —“ ſhall be your laſt.“ 


eis a ncedleſi intimation to moſt of the lovers of Engliſh poetry 19 
inform them, that theſe lines are from the “ Es8av ON HISTORL.“ 


r 
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THERE is an Epitaph by Fohn Antonio Venerio, which 
although it is ſomewhat diffuſe and languid, may, 
however, in ſome reſpects, deſerve to be preſented 

to the reader. It is thus— 


P AUL of Venice, 
Of the Order of the Servites; 
 Theologian. 

O fuch Prudence, Integrity, and Wiſdom 
As to anſwer the Idea of a complete Character, 
In divine and human Knowlege,, 

Probity and Sanctity of Life. 
Ma Mind the moſt active and comprehenfive ; 
Of an Equanimity the moſt conſtant; 
Of Temperance and Piety exemplary to Admiration. 
Juſt and faithful to the Republic, 
Whoſe affefitonate Expectations be fully anſwered: 
Thinking that a religious Man 
When he ſerves his Country, 
Is engaged in an Employment by no means alien 
From the Service of God*. 


And 


„* 


— — 


l On this juſt and manly ground, when à certain Prelate thought 
Proper to take notice of the condutt of ſome reſpeclable Clergymen, who 


1 
And tbus, with the dees: Counſels, 
With the Strensth of Reaſon and Virtue, 
He diſended Venice: 

Wio found in him a furer Guard of her Liberties 
Than in Forts and Armies: 
Leaving it doubtful to Mankind, 
Whether he were more to be admired, 
Beloved, or revered. 

Secure of perpetual Fame 
From the well-deſerving 
And aſſured in Heaven of an Eternity of Happineſs : 
Cf Diſeaſe regardleſs ; 

Contemning Death ; 


In Di iſcourſe, Inftrufim, Prayer, and Contemplation | 


P Ex erci- 


had diflinguiſted themſelves in a great and public: ſtirited Aſſociation, 
they avowed and ſupported their proceedings— 


«© WHEREAS it has been repreſented to this Committee, that the 
conduct of the Clergy who are members of this Aﬀociation hath _ 


been cenſured from high authority, and that they have been given 
to underſtand, that their LATE EFFORTS in ſupport of the Liberty 


and Conſtitution of this Country, were Foreign to the function of a 


Clergyman, and not the road to Preferment. 

*«RtesoLvED, That a Proteſtant by entering into holy orders, 
does not abandon his Civil Rights.“ 

„ RESsOLVED, That the thanks of this Committee be given to 


thoſe reverend Gentlemen, who, thus preferring the public good 
do their own private emoluments, have ſtood forth the firm friends 


to the true Intereſts of their Country.“ Reſolwes of the York Aſo. 
Station at the meeting of the Committee 17th of Oct. 1781 . 
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Exerciſing, to the laſt, a living Energy. 
In the LXXI. Year of his Age, 
With great Lamentation of the Good, 
He took his Flight to the Life immortal. 


THERE 


1 ] 


— .... —6ͤz 


'THERE is in the Original an Epitaph, to which de- 
ſpairing to do juſtice, I can only give it as it ſtands, 
for the entertainment of thoſe into whoſe hands the 
© HisToRIA SUCCINCTA” may happen not to come, | 
otherwiſe than by this Tranflation; ſeveral of whom, ö 

notwithſtanding, may be ſufficiently verſed in the 
language to reliſh a ſatire, the poignancy of which 
cannot well be combined with the vehicle of a 
different expreſſion. 


) 


1 ie E T 
WILLIBRORDUS SECUNDUS, 
FEBRONI1, SENIS NE Q. 

D15C1iPULUS8; 


Locum Paſtoris (ut ille ) tenebat, 
Sed Lucra Animarum non quarebat ; 
Terrenis commodis (ut ille } inhiabat, x: 
Et Honore Prælationis gaudebat, 
 Ruod abjectum (ut ille non reducebat, 
| Ph - Meque 
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85 Negue quod perierat querebot.. © 
© Quod confrattum (nt ille ) non alligabat, 
 Quoniam fe, non gregem, paſeebat. 
Quando vigilabat (ut ille nugmentum 
. DOeoeogitabat. 
Dyendo dormitabat, fires fomhigbar, 
In Die à %lictus, 
In Noce r 5 
2 emper autem Mendicas*, 
 Fuſtitia ſi foret, hic in Tumulo non gaceret, 
Sed cum Magiſiro verſus ſolem 
In alto penderet. 
Clauſtralis, | 
Hypocrita inter omnes primus; 
Clauſtralis, | 
Avarus in ones infurius; 
Clarſirats, 
Depredator Jacrileg TS, 
Et tandem (ut ille) e Pajiore 


Lupus. 


n e — — — — D— 2 EY _ — 4 


* Not literally, but becauſe he ſeems to have forgotten (i he ever ob- 
ſerved it) the precept of Horace CER TUM VOTO PETE FIN EM.“ 


1 there are any Dignitaries of a Proteant Church, to whom 
any part of the admonition Contained in this I pitaph may be uſeful, there 
can have been no nced, it is preſumed, to tranſlate it for their uſi. lt is 
0 70 longer the time when lo read @ Latin "oF about underflanding 

| it, 


1 


it, is ſuch tranſcendent knowlege, as to ſave a man nech under thoſe 
ſolemn and much importing words Legit ut Clericus. We ge xow to 
our mother tongue to read, in the eſtabliſhed offices of the reformed 
Church of England, what awe do not underſtand: and wwe pronounce 
undoubted perdition on thoſe who do not believe accordingly. There is, 
and has been for a century from bence, a large ſhare of learning in the 
governing part of the Eftadliſhment ; as well as among thoſe who, with 
ome breach of propriety, are ſo frequently diſcriminated by the words— 
inferior Clergy. There is, alſo, much learning out of the Eflabliſh- 
ment. The difference is, —that on one fide, this inſirument of knowlege is 
preſſed into the ſervice of particular Doctrines and preſcribed Opinions ;j— 
on the other fide, it is free to be applied, without reſtraint, in liberal and 
fincere - inveſtigation. Thus, it is no longer a vulgar ignorance that 
lies at the door of our Church: if it be any, it is rather, in ſome inſan- 
ces, perhaps, a learned one ;— preferring the inventions of a falſe Phi- 
loſophy to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. Unleſs it ſhould be ſuppoſed that 
the errors and corruptions are indeed ſeen, the illicitneſs of ſubſlituring 
human authority as a Rule of Faith underſtood ;—but that the principle 
of not diflurbing a ell ſettled abuſe, is held more ſacred than all the 
eonfiderations of religious Liberty and ſocial & ght. Theje (and ſuch J 
admit there are) whoſe cha: after is truly reſpeflable, who think the 
queſtioned poſitions to be ſcriptural! Truth, and wiſh only on that ground 
to maintain them, bill, I ſhould apprehend, generally concur in the ex- 
pediency and duty of leaving them to make their wvay to the minds of men, 


according as they Hall judge them to be diſcoverable in Scripture ; avithe 
out any thing to compel or bias to the profeſſion of them. We might as 


well ſubſcribe to Monaſtic Legends, as even to propoſitions of Divine 


Truth, if accepted on motives preclufive of our independant deciſion on 


their Truth or Falſehoed. 
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1 HAVE been favored with a contraſt to the laſt charac: 
ter: the reader of Engli/h poetry will perceive it to 
be a parody of a very celebrated paſſage. For my 


own idea of the ſubject, it is a very fimple and often 


repeated one,— That the true happineſs of a ſocial 
being is to be ſought in the moſt expanſive energies-. 
of a ſocial character; with all its proper ſatisfactions; 
and even its cares, And that neither the Abbot nor 
the Abbeſs if they are good enough to bear ſolitude, 
are ſo beneficial to it in their monaſtic ſtate, as they. 
might have been in a more natural, and, conſequent- 


ly, happier plan of life. 


«* HA bleſſings on the humble Abbot wait 
Above proud Monarchs in their anxious ſtate; 

Hie leaves a world which fings ſelj-flattering ſongs, 
Whoſe ſomiles are ſnares, Tohoſe benefits are wrongs ; 
To hold with God, among the fir/t-born race, 
Perpetual intercourſe of praiſe and grace: 

Welcome as morning to the wanderer's fight, 

Pure as the ſilver ſtreams of lunar light. 

Doubt ſolves her veil, and Zeal her lamp Apple, 
At joys immortal ſparkling in his eyes; 

With holy prayer Heaven's portals he unbars, 

And ever watches lite the unwearied flars. 

Alis are his hoard, from moth and ruſt fſeeure, 
h His brethren are the faithful and the poor: _ 
His 


1 
His foul imbibes Simplicity's mild ray, 
Direct effulgence from eternal day: 
He fathoms Truth, and for his darling flock 
Draws living waters from a heavenly rock : 
For penitents he heaves condoling ſighs, 
Next to their tears a grateful ſacrifice. 
Though fkill'd in tongues of men, and Seraph's lore, 
Meek Charity he loves and prizes more. 
Hope, ever fair, his bliſsful dreams inſpires, 
And Faith excludes een innocent dgſires. 
Suns riſe to view this habitant of clay 
To light approaching nearer every day : 
Tall *"-£ ama call the Lamb; the ſpirit 
cries” 


* By ſoft tranſition OY” with the fries! 


Tat Tranſlator avails himſelf of the ſpace left in this page, by 
attempting to explain two paſſages which hitherto he has left 
unnoticed, | 


THe firſt is, the meaning of a MAansE : which he apprehends 
to have been rightly interpreted in a note to the Original ; where 
it is ſaid to mean in its application, as there uſed, the ſame as an 
Hv DE.— So much land as a fingle yoke of oxen could plough in one year. 
Sir EpwARD Coke appears to have adopted the ſame conſtruction. 
And SPELMAN, or whoever was the continuator of the Ax cHAO- 
LOGIA, ſtates this for one acceptation of the word: though he 

T7 ſuppoſes 
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ſuppoſes it to have been a term deſtriptive of a variable portion, 
enlarging in its extent according to the rank of the perſon. Such 
was certainly the caſe of what was called, with us, the KxIOGHT's, 
BauzoN's, EarL's, &c. FRE. In the inſtance which occaſions this 
note, the quantity of theſe MansEs, and other circumſtances, will 
furniſh a preſumption, if not a full proof, of its being uſed for the 
common MANSE, OY the quontity _ ſtated, 


THE TRIA JURE DEBITA, mentioned in the CHARTER of 
HE NR II. may be conjectured at leaſt to import the THRREE/“ 
FOLD INDISPENSIBLE OBLIGATION [#] of our Saxon Anceſtors; 


from contributing to which no lands were exempt :—the repair of 


a BRIDGE; the conſirudion of a CASTLE for defence of the Coun- 
try; and an expedition againſt an ENEMY within the territory. 


[e] Trinoda neceffitas---Pontis reparatio, Arcis conſtructio, contra Hoſtem 


profeQtio. Yide Comment. on the Law of E. B. I. cb. vii. 


